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Welcome to the 2019 Blackboard Awards
I’d a German teacher at St Mary’s and he spoiled the language
for me for a score of years or more (I have subsequently come
to enjoy it). My first interaction with him on the first day of
First Year went thus:
– Sir, can I go to the toilet?
– Mr, ah, Livingstone, is it? I have no idea if you can go to the
toilet or not. The workings of your innards are a complete
mystery to me. You may, of course, go to the toilet if you so
wish.
The joke – for that’s what it was intended as – sailed over
the head of every boy in that class of 32, but they all sensed,
as did I, that whatever he was trying to achieve was somehow
at my expense. I walked out to the loo, uncomprehending, but
with my ears burning. From then on I was eternally suspicious
of him, always prepared for a put-down or a snide remark. He
fulfilled my expectations on rather a regular basis.
No big deal, some might say. But it’s remarkable how that
incident decades later remains seared in my memory. I
remember vividly the musical, mocking timbre of his voice; the
self-satisfied smirk on his face as he regarded my nonplussed
reaction when he’d finished his little piece of wordplay. But
most of all I remember how pathetically easy it was for an
adult’s throwaway response to leave an 11-year-old confused
and embarrassed, and even a little bit scared.
Reading the bios of the wonderful educationalists featured

in this supplement, it’s comforting to know how much teachers
today are clued in to the emotional wants and needs of their
young charges. There is a comprehensive acknowledgment
that the emotional security of schoolchildren has to be
copperfasted, – that they have to be made to feel safe and
valued – before the task of teaching can begin. I found myself
nodding as I read the words of our honourees.
• Children never forget the way you made them feel.
• You don’t know what the child is going through at home.
• Try to find out what makes a pupil tick.
• Care and respect is just as important as exams.
I don’t think my German teacher was a bad person – he was
working in the corporal punishment era, a time when children
were to be encouraged not with a chat and a smile, but with a
harsh word or a slap; a time when teachers who appreciated
that a kind word and a willing ear were more effective than the
growl or the strap were in the minority. That’s flipped
completely, I’m delighted to say. The good guys and gals have
taken over. And they’re with us here today.

Welcome to the 2019 Blackboard Awards. This is now our fifth
year of supporting the Blackboard Awards and we are
delighted to see how the awards have gone from strength to
strength. The awards reflect the quality and talent of the
principals, teachers and classroom assistants in our local
schools.
For us, the Blackboard Awards are an important event in
the calendar, they provide us with an opportunity to recognise
the outstanding contribution that schools and individuals
make in inspiring and encouraging our young people.
We believe that if children and young people are encouraged
and supported to learn about money and personal finance
from an early age, it not only benefits them later in life but
also contributes to a more healthy and economy and society.
That is why we developed our SMART Programme which
supports children and young people in becoming financially
confident.
Our SMART Junior programme is specifically designed to
introduce the topic of money to Foundation Stage, Key Stage 1
and Key Stage 2 pupils. And our SMART programme for post-

primary schools supports 13- to 16-year-olds in becoming more
financially confident through a range of cross-curricular
modules and resources delivered in classrooms by our
employees.
We also have a long history of supporting local sporting
talent and are proud to be the biggest supporter of youth sport
in Northern Ireland through our partnerships with Ulster
Schools’ Cup, Ulster Schools’ GAA and, more recently, the
Northern Ireland Schools’ Football Association. These
partnerships allow us to play our part alongside teachers and
coaches in nurturing and developing sporting talent.
On behalf of everyone at Danske Bank, I would like to
congratulate all those nominated this evening and wish you all
the very best.

Robin Livingstone,
Group Editor,
Belfast Media Group
www.belfastmediagroup.com

Aisling Press,
Head of Branch Banking,
Danske Bank
@PressAisling
@DanskeBank_UK
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Siobhan McKenna

Alison Bovill

Neale Agnew

Aquinas Diocesan Grammar School

Lough View Integrated Primary
and Nursery School

Ashgrove Primary

School Website: www.aquinasgrammar.com
Subject: Business Studies.
Your place of birth: Maghera, County Derry.
Studied at: St Patrick's College Maghera and St Mary's
University College, Belfast.
First Job: A student job as a customer services assistant in
Dunnes Stores.
What it taught me: I really enjoyed working as part of a big
team. Working well with others has stood me in good stead in
my teaching career. I learned that everyone has different skills
and personalities and makes a valuable contribution to making
a business work.
Family/status: Married with three children.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: My A-Level English
Literature teacher always said, "Fail to prepare, prepare to fail."
It is something that has always stuck with me and I now find
myself repeating this phrase to my pupils.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching
career: Get involved in the extra-curricular/enrichment side of
teaching. My involvement in running Young Enterprise
programmes such as the QuickStart and Company Programmes
has enabled me to form relationships with pupils as we spend a
lot of time together outside class time at trade fairs etc. This
helps to get to know pupils who might be quiet or shy inside the
classroom and find out what makes them tick. Encourage pupils
to take on new challenges, enjoy having the opportunity to teach
the subject you are passionate about and keep your sense of
humour at all times!
fter graduating from St Mary's University College in 1995, I
took up a temporary, one-year teaching post in St
Michael's Senior High School, Lurgan, teaching GCSE and
A-Level Business Studies. This gave me a solid foundation in
teaching as I was greatly supported by Ms Ita McCaffrey as Head
of Department. During that year the opportunity arose to apply
for a permanent teaching position in Aquinas Grammar School, a
new school which had opened in 1993. The eldest pupils in the
school were only entering year 11 when I started teaching here in
September 1996. It was a very exciting opportunity to set up a
new department and have a vision for the future success and
growth of the subject. I have been teaching here ever since and
have great pride in the success of our pupils. I am particularly
proud of the success of Aquinas pupils in the Young Enterprise
Company Programme which has taken us to NI Finals and even
to London for the UK final. Extra-curricular activities help young
people to develop skills and build their self-confidence,
benefiting them throughout their lives.

A
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School Website: www.loughviewintegrated.co.uk
Subject: Year 1.
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: Stranmillis University College.
First Job: Teacher at Crawfordsburn Primary School.
What it taught me: I learnt that evaluation and looking for
areas for improvement are an essential part of being a teacher.
There is always something new to learn!
Family/status: Married to Richard with two children: Evie, 12,
and Mia, 10.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: The best advice seems
quite obvious but is often difficult to manage: to treat each child
as an individual and to help them make progress at their own
level. It is tricky at times to implement but is so rewarding when
you get to know the children you’re working with well and you
see them flourish.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching
career: I saw this tweet recently and it sums up what I have
learnt over the last few years: ‘I’ve become more and more
convinced that effectively classroom management comes out of
building relationships and knowing when to pick a battle.’
Getting to know the children you are working with every day and
showing them care and respect is as important as the academic
subjects you are to teach them.

School Website: www.ashgroveprimary.com
Subject: Primary 7 – General Subjects/Music.
Your place of birth: Bangor, County Down.
Studied at: Bangor Grammar School, Stranmillis College.
First Job: Model Primary School. Newtownards.
What it taught me: Teachers are very different people – with
different personalities, talents, strengths and weaknesses, but
as a team they can be very effective and influential beyond what
they are as individuals.
Family/status: Married, two daughters.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: An expert at anything was
once a beginner.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a
teaching career: Take the chance to sub or teach in
different schools – they can be remarkably different but you
will learn from them all. Teaching is a demanding job, but
you are a vital part of every child’s life and learning. You
don’t always appreciate how much influence you can have in
a child’s life and pupils themselves don’t often recognise
this at the time. It’s very special when former pupils meet
you and talk about what they gained from their time in
school. So give your best and the rest will take care of itself.
Remember not to neglect your personal hobbies, sport and
the arts. Having interests out of school makes you a more
rounded teacher.

have been teaching for 17 years and still feel I am ‘honing my
craft’. In our profession you are continually striving to
improve and develop and if you ever get to the stage you
feel you are have nothing more to learn it is probably time you
gave up. I still feel that I am in the early years of my career and
only when I meet past pupils I realise I must have been
teaching longer than I think! I see it as a true privilege to teach
Year 1 children and to support them and their families as they
make the transition to primary school from preschool. It is an
honour to watch the children grow and mature and to maintain
contact with their families as the children move through the
school.
I have engaged recently in a lot of professional
development, covering curriculum areas and leadership and I
have found that the relationships you build with colleagues,
children and parents and effective communication are what can
make the most difference in a school. As the demands on
teachers increase and the job description widens, it is not a job
for the faint-hearted, but hand on my ‘not so faint heart’, the
sense of fulfilment and satisfaction means that there is no job I
would rather do!

y teaching career began in the Model Primary School,
Newtownards, where I spent seven years and learned
much from an experienced staff. That was followed by
Kilcooley Primary, Bangor, and then back to my old school,
Bangor Grammar, where I taught music. It was interesting to
teach alongside teachers who had taught me and also
interesting to straddle both primary and secondary teaching. In
1992, I moved to Ashgrove Primary, Newtownabbey, where I
have been ever since. Ashgrove has always had hard-working
pupils and staff but also a very welcoming ethos and I have
enjoyed many happy and fulfilling times there. As well as class
teaching, and a time as ‘Acting Principal’, I’ve led our annual
Harvest Service which has raised thousands of pounds for
charities at home and abroad. Our biennial ski trip affords
many pupils, often those who do not stand out academically,
the chance to develop physical and personal skills in a
completely new environment. I’m particularly proud of many
pupils who have developed an interest in music and the arts –
singing, acting or playing instruments – and who continue to
use these skills to give pleasure to others wherever they are
now.

I
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New W5 exhibition area
Book your school visit now
www.w5online.co.uk
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Shauna McDonnell

Hannah Maxwell

Roberta Lyons

Dominican College, Fortwilliam

Elmgrove Primary School

Ashfield Girls' High School

School Website: www.dominicancollege.org.uk
Subject: Mathematics.
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: Queen's University Belfast.
First Job: Dominican College, Fortwilliam.
What it taught me: As Dominican College has been my first
teaching post, it has taught be about the value of hard work and
the importance of team work. It has showed me how much
dedication and commitment is needed in order to make a
difference to the lives of each individual that we teach. It has
taught me to become a change-responsive teacher, capable of
critiquing my own effectiveness in the classroom.
Family/status: Single.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: ‘Great effort reaps great
rewards.’
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching
career: Be passionate about your subject. Be willing to work
hard to make a difference to children’s lives and be aware of
their individual needs and abilities. Have patience and
understanding. Be willing to try new learning strategies to cater
for the needs of all pupils. Have the ability to establish strong
teacher-pupil relationships based on mutual respect. Learn from
your experience and, most importantly, enjoy it.

School Website: www.elmgroveprimary.co.uk
Subject: Learning Support and Primary Education.
Your place of birth: Northern Ireland.
Studied at: Stranmillis University, Belfast.
First Job: Elmgrove Primary School.
What it taught me: Having previously been a substitute teacher
for a year, my first full-time post in Elmgrove Primary School
taught me the importance of getting to know the children you
are working with and focusing on building a relationship with
them. In order to get the best from people, you need to know
what motivates them, what they care about and what difficulties
they may be facing. Elmgrove is the heart of a wider community,
with many staff members and parents being past pupils of the
school. This really highlighted the strengths of positive
relationships between teachers, pupils and parents within the
school environment.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: My mum always told me
that if I didn’t know something, or needed help, the caretaker or
the secretary would always have the answer. It’s a theory that is
yet to be disproven, though I’d have to add that sweet-talking
and Christmas presents definitely help soften the blow when
you’re in need of a favour!
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching
career: Throw yourself into school life – you get out what you
put in. From clubs and school events, to staff team-building; you
spend a lot of time in school, so make sure to fully invest in it.

School Email: rlyons843@c2kni.net
Subject: Learning Support.
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: SERC, Stranmillis University College.
First Job: In 1995, I started working as a Classroom Assistant in
Mersey Street Primary School.
What it taught me: It taught me the value of learning every day
so that I would become an effective classroom assistant.
Family/status: I live with my husband Jonathan and my brown
Labrador Bonzo. In 2016, I was diagnosed with breast cancer
and underwent chemotherapy and radiotherapy. Consequently, I
was off work for a year. I am so happy to be back at school,
cancer free!
Best advice anyone ever gave you: A teacher told me early in
my career that all behaviour is information, whether it’s good or
bad. This gave me the confidence to see children clearly, with a
view to supporting them, regardless of their circumstances.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching
career: Whilst studying at Stranmillis, I learnt about an early
years pioneer called Vygotsky who coined the phrase ‘Begin
where the learner is at.’ This taught me the value of observing
pupils before providing support. So my advice to new teachers
would be to take time to observe your pupils to ensure that
learning can be tailored to suit each individual.

fter leaving St. Dominic’s Grammar School for girls in
2014, I attended Queen’s University Belfast and graduated
with a First Class Honours Degree in Mathematics in 2017.
I also attended Queen’s University for the Mathematics PGCE
course and obtained my teaching certificate in 2018. I am
currently teaching in Dominican College, Fortwilliam, where I
completed my second teaching practice during the PGCE
course. My passion for mathematics started from a very young
age and, with my enthusiasm, it has been strong ever since. For
me, it has been a lifelong ambition to become a mathematics
teacher and now I can say I’m ‘living the dream’. Being able to
give help, support and encouragement to children to guide
them to achieve their potential provides great job satisfaction. I
believe that it is important that children have the best
experience learning mathematics during their time at school to
realise that it is extremely important in daily life. The years I
have spent in education have been very enjoyable and it has
equipped me with the knowledge, tools and skills to not only
teach children how to solve mathematical problems but to
develop their thinking skills and personal capabilities. There is
nothing I love more than helping to better children’s education
and my aim is to enhance their love for the subject.

A
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come from a family of teachers, following my mum and
sister – having sworn blind throughout my childhood that I’d
never go into teaching! I graduated from Stranmillis
University in 2012 and worked as a substitute teacher for a year
before moving to Elmgrove Primary School. In my year as a
substitute teacher, I gained experience in working with pupils
with SEBD within a specialist setting, which completely
changed my outlook towards the classroom environment. I
returned to teaching within mainstream but had always hoped
to re-visit Special Education. Once at Elmgrove, I initially
worked as a Primary 3 teacher. As I built my experience within
the mainstream classroom, I began to develop professionally in
terms of leading a subject area: The World Around Us. In a
moment of madness, I enrolled in a Masters in Educational
Leadership in Queens University in February 2016, which I am
due to finish in the autumn. In August 2017, I assisted in setting
up the Learning Support Classrooms within Elmgrove PS under
my new role as Assistant-Senco. I am now in my second year of
the role, which has perhaps been my biggest learning curve
(and greatest achievement) to date.

I

or 23 years, I have worked as a Classroom Assistant in
East Belfast, enabling learners with additional needs to
participate fully in education. I have supported pupils from
Nursery to Key Stage 5 across all areas of learning. I have
worked with students with a range of additional needs. In
Ashfield I am the leader of Project Lunch Club. The club
supports 60 pupils, four days per week. The club provides
pupils with and without Autistic Spectrum Disorders with a
safe, secure and informal environment where they can meet
new friends and develop social skills. Pupils eat, chat, play
board games and take part in art and craft activities whilst in
the friendly environment of the Learning Zone. I am also the
leader of Ashfield Creatives. This club makes handmade
Christmas crafts that are sold at our Christmas Fair. Profits are
used to purchase materials and games for Project Lunch Club.
Last year’s profits were used to purchase a Nintendo Switch and
the Just Dance game for the club. Recently, I have been
involved in the setting up of ‘The Sanctuary’ a place where
pupils have the opportunity to relax and have some quiet time
using sensory toys with calming mood lighting.

F
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can be very tough, but that eventually all the hard work will
pay off. I was lucky to progress to floor and bar staff roles and
these gave me the stepping stone to travel to other countries
in summer break from university and work with a huge mix of
people. All of this helped me to manage my time and taught
me how important it is to show willing and work hard. It is
easy to give up and say ‘I can’t do this.’ But with determination
and perseverance you can achieve anything you want to – with
a smile on your face. That is especially important in teaching
as you are a role model for so many young people who look up
to you and need you to help them see how amazing their
futures can be with a ‘can-do’ attitude.
Family/status: Married to Simon.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: ‘Head up, shoulders back
and go for it’ – this is my motto and mantra in life with the
students and staff. I am in such a privileged position to help
and inspire so many and if I can do it with a smile on my face,
all the better. if someone asks you something that you do not
know the answer to, especially in a school, be honest and say
you don't know but that you will try to find out. Always get
back to that person when you have an answer – whether they
want to hear it or not!
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching
career: Go for it, but make sure you want to do this – it is a
wonderful job and a privilege to be allowed to spend time with
the kids and hopefully have some kind of impact on their lives.
It’s not always an easy job, but when you have the good days
and see the kids do well and achieve, then it’s all worthwhile.
fter graduating from University of Ulster Coleraine I
taught in Claudy and Derry City for eight years, before
moving to Belfast when Malone College opened in 1997. I
was very lucky and fortunate to be one of the founding staff of
the school and 20 years later I’m still here. I started teaching
Geography and was also SENCO for a few years. I became
Vice-Principal in 2001 and became Principal in September
2018. I have completed my Masters in Education and the PQH
(NI). The students in my care are the most important thing for
me and I have and will continue to work tirelessly to make
improvements for them. I love working in Malone which is such
a busy and vibrant place, full of a diverse mix of students and
staff. I am happy to say that I smile most days because of
something the students have said to me or because of the
pleasure it is to work with such fantastic and committed staff
– their daily determination to help the students is unending.
the most important things in my life are my family and my
friends. Without them behind you, things can be very lonely
and tough

A

Katrina Moore
Malone Integrated College
School Website: www.malonecollege.org.uk
Subject: Geography and Travel & Tourism. (Or whatever needs
done on the timetable!)
Your place of birth: Aughnacloy, County Tyrone.
Studied at: University of Ulster, Coleraine.
First Job: Dishwasher in restaurant.
What it taught me: This job taught me many things including
the fact that we all have to start somewhere and sometimes it

The Staff, Pupils and Board of Governors of
Malone College would like to congratulate

Principal, Mrs Katrina Moore
and Head of History, Mr Jamie Clarke
on being nominated for a Blackboard award.
Well done and good luck from all at the College.

45 Finaghy Rd N, Belfast BT10 0JB • T: 028 9038 1988
www.malonecollege.org.uk
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Jamie Clarke
Malone Integrated College, Belfast
School Email: jclarke671@c2kni.net
Subject: History and LLW.
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: Queen’s Belfast and Manchester Metropolitan.
First Job: History Teacher at Hazelgrove High School,
Greater Manchester.
What it taught me: If you want to teach History you have to
use the power of the story. Pupils react to story telling, big
characters, dramatic twists, key events and the emotions
historical figures went through making their choices. My
first Head of Department told me that if you can tell a story
with passion pupils will always feel involved. I try and
follow that through everyday of my working life.
Family/status: Married with two children.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: The first thing school
children look for is kindness.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a
teaching career: You need to have a natural passion for
your subject. Pupils want enthusiasm and teaching is about
using positive energy to make an impact. Teaching is
always about making an effort and putting your heart into
what you do. If you can deliver that on a day to day basis,
teaching is the job for you/
amie Clarke has worked in Integrated Education for 20
years, he is Head of History and PSE at Malone
College, Belfast. He trained at Manchester
Metropolitan and worked as a History teacher in England
before taking his post at Malone. Since taking on the role
as Head of Department he has concentrated on developing
pupil-tailored resources that fit the individual needs of his
students at GCSE and A-Level, using Super Summaries and
exam-focused tasks with the emphasis on TSPCs. He has
developed Bare Bones Revision Guides, introduced Recall
Assessments and analytically based Source Work Skills
Booklets. These resources have had a positive impact on
results with the GCSE pass rate doubling over two years
and last year the History Department at Malone had a 100
per cent pass rate at A-Level. Jamie has also introduced a
Level 2 Certificate in Personal and Social Development at
KS4 in LLW. This course is now going on to its fifth year
with students at Malone sustaining a 100 per cent pass
rate. When he is not teaching Jamie likes to ‘keep running’,
he lives in the sunny paradise of Glengormley with his
fantastic wife, two wonderful sons and his loving beagle
called Dave.

J

Ciara Cruiks

Joanne O’Kane

Grace McCallion

St. Bernard’s Primary School
and Nursery Unit, Glengormley

St Dominic's Grammar School for Girls

St Rose’s Dominican College

School Website: www.stdominics.org.uk
Subject: Home Economics & Health & Social Care
Your place of birth: Belfast
Studied at: Queen's University Belfast (BSc. Hons Food
Science) & University of Ulster Coleraine (PGCE Home
Economics)
First Job: Teacher of Home Economics (Methodist College
Belfast)
What it taught me: The main lesson my first teaching job
taught me was the importance of a sense of humour, when
teaching a group of bubbly Year 10 pupils you need to be able to
generate a fun, positive classroom environment so that they can
really engage. Also as a Home Economics teacher, you always
had to ‘expect, the unexpected’ as sometimes even the most
basic recipes didn’t always go according to plan!
Family/status: Mother of 2 girls (Amber (22) & Cora (10))
Best advice anyone ever gave you: Probably the best piece of
academic advice I was given was given from my dad back when I
was doing my GCSE’s it was ‘train hard, fight easy’ … I actually
share this with my own classes now. Hard work really does pay off!
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching
career: Take care of yourself. Teaching is brilliant career, but it
is challenging, thrilling and frustrating, often all at once! It’s a
never ending stream of work (planning, marking, report writing
to name but a few tasks), and you’ll enjoy it …. most days, but
it is work. You need to become aware of this and make time for
yourself. Carve out a few nights a week and a day at the
weekend to do what you enjoy, exercise, cooking, travel etc. Self
care will help make you a better teacher, colleague and friend.

Subject: English and History.
Your place of birth: Malin, County Donegal.
Studied at: Carndonagh Community School and University
College Dublin.
First Job: St Patrick's College, Bearnageeha, Belfast.
What it taught me: The importance of relationships in getting
the students to work with you. St Patrick's had a great staff and
no matter how stressful a time you may have had in the
classroom there was always a supportive atmosphere in the
staff room and this was central to success – a team all working
together. I also learned of the great challenges facing so many
of our young people and the need to encourage them to realise
the benefits that qualifications could bring to their lives.
Family/status: Single.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: Be aware of your values
and use them to help others and, from my mother, that
qualifications are easily carried – perhaps not so easily earned!
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching
career: You must be prepared to accept and understand that a
huge amount of your work is not in the teaching of your subject
but in the support and development of the whole child. Teaching
is very challenging in that all of society's ills present themselves
in our classroom. However, it is also a hugely rewarding career
and no two days are ever the same. Some children do not need
us – they will succeed on their own; but the greatest rewards
can come through the success of those students who really
have to work for their grades and benefit from the help and
support of their teachers. That is where you fell most rewarded. I
suppose as someone once said, teaching is really about
changing the world one child at a time.

School Website: www.stbernardspsglengormley.com
Subject: Principal.
Your place of birth: Magherafelt, Northern Ireland.
Studied at: St Mary’s Grammar School, Magherafelt, and
Queen’s University Belfast.
First Job: KS2 teacher in Mount St Michael’s Primary School in
Randalstown.
What it taught me: It taught me to listen to and respect all
those experienced teachers who I was learning from on a daily
basis. Although there is nothing as invaluable as gaining your
own class experience as a new teacher, learning from those
around you is vital. It also taught me that this was what I
wanted to do for the rest of my life. The pupils were incredible
and we had fun every day.
Family/status: Married with two children.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: My mother and father
always told me to get as much education and as many
qualifications as possible. They encouraged me to follow
whatever interests I had and enjoy the opportunity to study in
many different areas. This is something I pass on daily to my
pupils in school and my own children also. The best advice for
every child in school now is to make the most of their
education.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a
teaching career: Our school’s motto is, ‘Dream, Believe,
Achieve.’ Although the pupils of the school created this
motto I firmly believe in it. If you are patient, pastoral, good
with children and dedicated to helping others, a career is
teaching is the best career you could ask for. If you believe
in yourself my advice would be work hard, get well qualified
and be prepared to give anything a go. The opportunities
are there if you are brave enough to try. It is a dream career
so believe in yourself and you will achieve it.
have been a primary teacher from the age of 22. However
for years before that I taught music privately. I have worked
in many different schools and held many different posts. I
have taught every year group in the school except Nursery.
Although this is a challenge I would love! I have held several
co-ordinator posts such as music, assessment, mathematics
and European Partnerships. I have travelled a lot with my job
which people do not usually associate with teaching. I have
partnered and visited schools in Italy, Malta, Germany, Finland
and France. I have been a member of Senior Leadership, a Vice
Principal an Acting Principal and now a Principal.
I do not have a lot of free time but I spend any free minute
in the gym or running. Physical exercise clears my head and
gets me ready for the next day. Other relaxation which I build in
as much as possible is reading books and listening to music.
Reading last thing at night is how I finish every day.

I

always loved school, and have so many fond memories of the
teachers who educated me over the years; Mr Finch and Mr
O’Neill from Good Shepherd Primary School and Mr McDonald
from St. Genevieve’s are three of my major influences - so it’s no
surprise that I ended up as a teacher. I just took a bit longer than
most to get there. I studied a BSc. Hons in Food Science and
worked for seven years in the Northern Irish food industry as a
Technical Manager for a local agrifood business, but the desire to
teach always niggled in the background. I decided to take the
plunge and in 2004 returned to university to complete a PGCE in
Home Economics.
After 2 years in Methodist College College Belfast, I was
awarded my post in St. Dominic’s Grammar School for Girls where I
have taught for the last eleven years. The time has past so quickly; I
thoroughly enjoy my job especially my role as the Year 12 Year Head,
the girls are an absolute pleasure to teach; a credit to their families
and I’m lucky to work with such talented, innovative and dedicated
teaching and support staff, who are instrumental in providing the
girls of West Belfast with such a high quality education. Outside of
work I am the proud mother of two beautiful girls, Amber (22) and
Cora (10), they are my greatest achievement. I’m a keen runner and
hope to run the Belfast Marathon - fingers crossed!

I

grew up in Malin, County Donegal. We lived on a farm and I
attended the local primary school, Scoil Teresa Naofa, where
there were less than 80 students, before moving on to
Carndonagh Community School, which had a population of 1100
students and was growing. It was a huge change, but I loved it.
Following Leaving Certificate, I moved to Dublin and studied
English and History at University College Dublin. I then
completed the Higher Diploma in Education. The course
required us to do a full year of teaching practice so in the
morning I taught in Terenure College in Dublin and attended
lectures in the afternoon, including one that started at 4pm on
Friday. I loved my time in Dublin, but on qualification, as there
were absolutely no jobs available in Dublin, I moved to Belfast
where I had relatives and took up a job in St Patrick’s College,
Bearnageeha. I worked there for 10 year teaching English,
History and Media Studies. From there I moved to St Rose’s
Dominican College to take on the post of Head of English. I have
had various roles in the school since and have thoroughly
enjoyed my time here despite the many challenges that we face
in schools.

I
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Ailís Ní Bhriain

Gráinne Lawless

Freda Brophy

Autism Advisory and Intervention Service
Belfast (AAIS)

Gaelscoil na Móna

Our Lady Queen of Peace Primary

School Website: www.gaelscoilnamona.com
Subject: Primary 1.
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: Queen's University and St Mary's University
College.
First Job: David's Newsagents, Ladybrook.
What it taught me: The importance of communication skills.
Family/status: Married.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: Everyone has at least one
teacher they remember from school who made them feel
special, who helped them, listened to them but most of all made
them have amazing memories of their school days. Someone
once told me to try my best to be that teacher because if you
become that teacher for at least one child you have taught, then
you have been successful in your career.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching
career: It is the most amazing and challenging career path to
follow. Be prepared to open your heart to the precious children
you will teach. It really is the most rewarding vocation working
with children, educating them and watching them grow and
develop on their educational journey. Laugh and love everything
that you do because if you don't love it then it's not for you.

Subject: Nursery.
Your place of birth: Newry.
Studied at: Queen’s University degree and Saint Mary's
Teacher Training College PGCE.
First Job: Belfast City Council Department of Leisure
Services, personnel department. Saint Luke's Nursery,
Twinbrook.
What it taught me: My post in the busy personnel office of an
expanding sector taught me the value of being organised,
working to deadlines, managing and motivating staff, working
as a team, self-discipline and many interpersonal skills. It also
provided me with many transferable skills such as the ability
to work under pressure and to cope with the demands of
liaising with a variety of people.
Family/status: Married, mother of four.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: To be true to myself and
to maintain a good perspective on things
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching
career: To enjoy the children, remembering that every child is
a special individual and always be aware that not all children
come from a ‘level playing field’. Remember that for many
children school is the only place where they feel safe and
affirmed. A gentle smile, a bit of praise or a kind word from
you may be a life changing experience for the children in your
care. Always be child focused, even though the volume of
paperwork may be overwhelming. To someone like myself in
the Nursery sector, I would remind them of the importance of
their role in encouraging positive attitudes to school and a
love of learning. Remember, every day is a new day for these
young children. Believe in them and always stay calm and be
consistent and, where possible, defuse situations with a sense
of humour.

School Website: www.eani.org.uk
Subject: Autism Advisory and Intervention.
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: University of Birmingham.
First Job: Glenveagh School summer scheme.
What it taught me: Working within Glenveagh School during
the summer scheme weeks, I learnt that children are children
first and foremost.
Family/status: I am a mum of three beautiful girls.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: ‘Treat everyone as you
would like to be treated.’
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching
career: The best advice I could give anyone within this field is
look at each child and treat them as if they are your own child; a
wee bit of compassion and humour, in my opinion, goes a long
way in the field of education and in life.
y experiences, to date, working in the field of autism
have enabled me to fine-tune my key skills as an
individual, specifically, my interpersonal awareness and
my hardworking ethos, which I have learnt to couple with my
sense of humour. I love engaging with children on the autistic
spectrum, because every single child is a unique individual,
presenting with their own diverse challenges, across cultural
contexts. I enjoy the challenge of ‘tuning in’ with each child and
getting to know their strengths, as well as their struggles; their
personalities and tolerances; and then together we progress
within a secure, nurturing environment to challenge the
complexities which have prevented the child reaching their
potential. A favourite part of my job is the Year 7 Transitional
Programme, which involves P7 children with ASD whom we
support in the Belfast area and their move to post-primary
education. This occurs for two weeks during July/August and
includes teaching social skills through sport and recreation and
outdoor pursuits in liaison with the youth and diversity service.
This is a very rewarding aspect of my current post as it enables
me to see our young people develop friendships in unstructured
settings.

M

past pupil of Bunscoil Phobal Feirste and St Dominic's
Grammar School, I completed my degree In Irish at
Queen's University, following this with my PGCE in St.
Mary's University. I then began my teaching journey in
Gaelscoil na bhFál with Rang 1, which was the best way to
kickstart my teaching career. In my third year of teaching, I
had to take some time out due to a brain injury, undergoing
numerous operations. Recovery was a long process but it was
the thought of returning to school, seeing my pupils and being
able to teach again that spurred me on and helped me recover
a lot quicker than expected. I am currently in my sixth year
teaching in Gaelscoil na Móna. I'm the Rang 1 teacher and
Literacy Co-Ordinator. The past two years have been extremely
busy as I completed my Senior Leadership Pathway, planned my
wedding, graduated with a Masters Degree in Special
Educational Needs and married my best friend.

A
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have always wanted to teach. However, following my
degree, circumstances dictated my career choice. The yearn
to teach never left me and following a few years of subbing
I managed to secure a PGCE place in Saint Mary's – the most
difficult, demanding year of my life as I had to juggle the
demands of a family of four with the intensity of the course.
However, it was worth it when on completion I secured a post
in Saint Luke's Nursery for two years – albeit temporary – and
then secured my current permanent post, which I have held
for 17 years. I am an energetic person, a valuable asset when
working with young children – especially in a dual session
setting which provides for 52 children per day. I work well in a
team, again very important when working with multidisciplinary agencies and as part of the whole school
community. I am an approachable person and work well with
the parents of the children in my care, providing support,
guidance and information on the educational and holistic
development of their child. I pride myself on the ethos and
warm atmosphere of my Nursery setting, the attractive and
stimulating educational environment which I run singlehandedly, leading and guiding my staff, and above all on the
enjoyment, progress and development I witness in the
children who come through my Nursery.

I

Diarmuid Ó Tuama
Bunscoil Bheann Mhadagáin
Website:
www.bunscoilbheannmhadagain.weebly.com
Subject: Primary.
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: St Mary's College.
First Job: Printer with the Belfast Media Group.
What it taught me: It taught me about
teamwork and the importance of forming
friendships and positive and mutually
supportive working relationships (we all need
support from each other at times). On a more
practical level it taught me the importance of
punctuality and working to tight deadlines.
Family/status: Married.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: It’s going
to sound like a cliché but the best advice I was
given was to never give up on myself. Having
been made redundant 10 years ago it would
have been very easy to give up on myself in the
face of uncertainty but I took small steps to get
to where I am today in a field that is close to
my heart. I took night classes, gaining vital
GCSEs needed to then go on to undertake a
part time degree studying Irish (again at night).
I was then delighted to obtain a place on the
Irish medium PGCE course having spent seven
valuable years as a classroom assistant in
Coláiste Feirste. Had I have given up on myself
I would not be in my dream job teaching
children through the medium of Irish. I’m
realising this dream now teaching Primary 4 in
Bunscoil Bheann Mhadagáin.
Best advice you could give someone thinking
of a teaching career: Be prepared. Preparation
is key for all things teaching, ranging from
resources to note taking on what is happening

in your class. The job can be difficult and
stressful but it is also a very rewarding
especially when you see the progression
children make under your care. One of the first
things to learn is good classroom management,
if you've got that everything else will come
naturally. Don't ever be afraid to ask for advice,
some of the most accomplished teachers still
need a helping hand from time to time. Be
prepared to listen to any problem that might
arise from a child, it might seem small and
meaningless to you but it's a big enough for the
child to approach you in the first place. You
could be the difference in a young person’s life.
married Teresa in the summer of 2018 and we
have a son together named Cillian and
another child due in the spring of 2019. Irish
medium education has been close to my heart
from a very young age when I attended Naíscoil
Bhreandáin at four years of age and continued
my own journey of education wholly through the
medium of Irish via Bunscoil Phobal Feirste and
Meánscoil Feirste (now Coláiste Feirste). On
completing the PGCE year I was very fortunate
to be offered a temporary post in Bunscoil
Bheann Mhadagáin, where I am currently
employed teaching Rang a Ceathair. This has
been a great learning experience for me as a
newly qualified teacher and I feel very much at
home in the enriching and supportive Irish
medium school community that exists in
Bunscoil Bheann Mhadagáin. My Irish medium
roots are also intertwined with my love of the
GAA, particularly hurling. I played hurling
(badly) for St Paul’s from a very young age until
U-21 level and later returned to play South
Antrim. My sporting career now consists of
helping coach children after school and taking
Cillian to swimming lessons and training with
Laochra Loch Lao.
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Catherine McGourty
Our Lady and St Patrick's College, Knock
School Website: www.knock.co.uk
Subject: Physical Education.
Your place of birth: Newtownards.
Studied at: University Of Ulster and University of Strathclyde.
First Job: Holyrood Secondary School, Glasgow.
What it taught me: This was my first real introduction to teaching and straight away I knew this
was the job for me. Despite living in Scotland , pupils are the same the world over, they have a
genuine thirst for education. As a teacher it is imperative that each child feels as if they are an
individual and has the opportunity to learn. I worked in a school with 2000 pupils, teaching both
boys and girls and a wide variety of different activities and a wide range of abilities. It taught me
that no matter what school you teach in you must strive to cater for each students needs. I also
learned the importance of teamwork in the workplace, having the ability to take the initiative, but
also lead when necessary.
Family/status: Single.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: In teaching, treat each and every pupil the way you would
like your children/brothers/sisters/family to be taught and treated.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching career: My first piece of advice is
the best advice I was given above: treat the people you work with (staff, pupils and parents) with
respect. This goes along way and you will get it back in return.
y name is Catherine McGourty, I live in the Ards peninsula. I am Head of Girls’ PE in
OLSPCK in East Belfast. I am lucky in the fact that we teach and coach all sports in a top
school in NI. I have been fortunate to represent my club, county and province in camogie,
the highlight being winning an All Ireland in 2014. I also played representative basketball and
netball at Ulster schools level. Ironically, I played for my adopted country, Scotland, in shinty.
These experiences help shape my philosophy as a PE teacher. I am now heavily involved in
coaching. I recently coached the Ulster Schools to the camogie Inter-Pro Championship. My love
is, however, the grass roots coaching at U8 in my club, Ballycran GAC, and Year 8 in OLSPCK. I
love the satisfaction of seeing young girls enjoying sport.

M

Bunscoil and
Naíscoil Bheann Mhadagáin
We congratulate

Diarmuid Ó Tuama
on his Blackboard Awards Nomination
Bunscoil agus
Naíscoil Bheann Mhadagáin
156 -158 Cliftonville Road
Belfast BT14 6LA
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Karen Stevenson
Dundonald Primary School
School Website: dundonaldprimaryschool.net
Subject: Vice-Principal.
Your place of birth: Magherafelt.
Studied at: Tobermore Primary, Rainey Endowed Grammar School,
Stranmillis University College, Ulster University.
First Job: Primary One teacher in Ballysally Primary School,
Coleraine.
What it taught me: To embrace challenges as opportunities. With
responsibility for Art, Music and Drama, directing the school's first
ever productio – Jungle Book – in my induction year was
definitely a challenge. Most of the pupils who signed up for the
new drama club had no idea what the word meant, yet, four
months later performed to a full house for three nights. Let’s hope
it remains in the memory of those pupils to this day as it does
mine.
Family/status: Married with two sons (21 and 19).
Best advice anyone ever gave you: Never compromise your
integrity, keep your own counsel and choose your friends wisely.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching
career: Be unique, be you, keep a sense of humour, be positive
when faced with challenges and keep life's priorities in
perspective. In the words of an old proverb, ‘One who walks in
another's track leaves no footprints.’ Embrace change positively
and realise the impact you can make on the future generations.
Each child you encounter is an individual with unique talents and
skills that need to be nurtured so that they will flourish and
achieve beyond their expectations.
am the eldest of three children and blessed that both my
parents continue to share in my life. I didn't pass my 11-Plus
(borderline, as the letter said) and thanks to my dad,
determined his eldest daughter would have every opportunity to
achieve her ambition to be a teacher, I spent seven amazing years
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at Rainey Endowed Grammar School, Magherafelt. I left with great
memories and 4 A-Levels in Art, History, Home Economics and
Geography. As the saying goes, ‘School days are the best years of
your life’ so why stop at 14 years? I've now been going to school
each morning for 52 years! Who could ask for more? From the
onset of my teaching career I have not only been a class teacher
but have had opportunities to become involved outside the
school/classroom environment hosting inset and training for
teachers and principals in both NE and SEELB on topics such as
Creating an Inspiring Learning Environment . I have lost count of
the number of nativity plays, school plays and carol services I

Catriona Voyle
Cathedral Nursery School
Subject: Nursery.
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: Brookfield Mill.
First Job: Cathedral Nursery School.
What it taught me: My first job taught me the importance of
working with young children, and how vital early intervention
is. I more fully understand how crucial the role of the parent is
in the their child's education and as a result I have worked to
involve parents in the life of the nursery school and in their
child's education. I have learnt how to be a good role model
and have used many of the skills I have learnt in education
when raising my own two children. I am proud to work in the
community I have grown up in and hope that I am an example
to my peers and young people.
Family/status: Single mother of two.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: To be a lifelong learner.
It's never to late to add to your qualifications and if at first you
don't succeed keep on trying.

Michele Deery
Holy Child Primary School
Subject: Vice Principal, SENCO – Primary School.
Your place of birth: Derry.
Studied at: Queen's University Belfast and University of Ulster
Jordanstown.
First Job: P4, Dungiven Road Primary School, Derry.
What it taught me: I remember very little of what I taught back
then, but I remember how I taught – with encouragement, praise
and fairness.
Family/status: Married with two children.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: Trust your instincts – be a
teacher.
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Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching
career: Do it, it's the best job in the world. As Mark Twain
said – Love it and you'll never work a day in your life.
ow I know how a child feels when they are asked to
write a story all about themselves – this is so hard. I've
taught in Holy Child for over 30 years where I have
watched my own children and second generations of children
educated. On days that I struggle to have the same motivation
and love of the job I draw deep inspiration from the staff of
Holy Child who are committed to delivering a first class
education – pastorally, spiritually and academically. I never tire
of the children and their view of the world. Through them I am
constantly reminded of my own primary school experiences
and the grounding that it gave me to continue my education so
that I could in turn educate others.

N

have produced and this experience led to a secondment to the
Drama department at Stranmillis University College in 1990. It was
during this first secondment that my close link with the college
was re-established. In two further secondments in the Education
Department I was involved in drawing up a school/college
partnership strategy and was a member of the Board of Studies for
the establishment of the BA(Hons) Early Childhood Studies degree
which has just celebrated its 20th year. I continue to be closely
involved with Stranmillis College in several capacities and was
recently invited to be the guest speaker at the international dinner
for visiting university professors and government representatives
from NI and further afield. I have also spent time over my career
working for CCEA in a consultancy role for Primary Literacy and as
an Associate Inspector within ETI's teacher education branch. In
2004 I completed the PQH(NI). As Vice-Principal of Dundonald
Primary School I have the opportunity to impact the school’s
strategic direction and capacity building. Six years ago I initiated
our intern link with Stranmillis for newly qualified teachers to
support the learning opportunities in school. To date this has
focused in the areas of Talented and Gifted, Literacy
Underachievement, STEM, Art and Design and Working With
Parents. I oversee Pastoral Care in school as one of my key roles
together with marketing and publicity which included establishing
the new school website in December last year and currently
keeping it updated. In 2017 I was nominated by parents for the
Department of Education’s Derrytrasna Award for providing
exceptional pastoral care. I accepted the award on behalf of the
whole school team. I also manage open enrolment, am teacher
tutor, link with universities at home and abroad to broaden the
opportunities our pupils have from an early age, namely working
with international students on placement, medics in primary
schools, food scientists, chemists and, this year, physicists from
Queen’s University, I also link with businesses from a wide
spectrum to impact the learning experiences for our pupils. With a
high percentage of newcomer pupils, I also oversee their induction
into school and give the support necessary both to pupils and
parents. When I think of the career I have I feel very blessed, time
certainly flies.

Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching
career: Visit settings and get a feel and understanding for the
job. Be patient and caring. Be prepared to work as part of a
team.
began my own path in education in St Comgall's Primary
School. I moved to St Louise's Comprehensive College
where I remained until I had completed My GCSEs.
Following that I attended Brookfield Mill to gain my NVQ
Levels 2 and 3 in Early Years. It was during this time that I
completed a work placement in Cathedral Nursery School and
once my qualifications were complete I was lucky enough to
secure permanent employment in the same school. I'm a
single mother of two children and have now been in Cathedral
Nursery School as a member of the teaching team for over 18
years. I find my job very rewarding as I live within the local
community and get the opportunity to watch the children who
attended Cathedral Nursery School move through their
education journey to employment. I'm proud of the support
mechanism we in Cathedral Nursery School provide for the
local families. Over the years my confidence has grown and I
now am undertaking further study in the form of a Level 4
Counselling Course.
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Michael Pollock
St John the Baptist PS
School Website: www.stjohnthebaptistps.co.uk
Subject: KS2 Teacher of Primary 6/7.
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: St Mary’s University College/Exeter University.
First Job: Hazelwood Integrated PS.
What it taught me: Make an impact! A personality and positive
approach to my profession were not going to be enough to make
me the teacher I wanted to be. I became determined to make a
difference when presented with my next opportunity.
Family/status: Engaged to Nicole.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: Choose your role models
wisely.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching
career: Accept that it’s hard work. Enjoy that aspect, embrace it
and it’ll never feel like a job. It’s the most rewarding profession.
’m very humbled to be nominated for this award. A huge
thanks to ‘Sport Changes Life’ for their nomination. Since 2008
my primary objective was to become a teacher. My endeavours
as a sportsperson led me to believe that I possessed all the
necessary qualities and attributes to promote sports
participation. When I was given the opportunity to return to St
John the Baptist PS I was determined to replicate the positive
experience I had as a past pupil 22 years ago. The project I’ve
embarked upon is not only to provide a high level of education,
but to maximise participation and enjoyment in sport. Good
practices such as commitment, integrity and a sense of school
identity and pride are promoted through our school sports
programmes. I would like to take this opportunity to thank those
who volunteer, parents and staff. Without you our recent
successes wouldn't have been possible. This journey is still in its
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infancy and I’ve huge ambitions for the future.
I‘ve enjoyed the challenges the diverse path of teaching has
provided me with to date. My aim at St John the Baptist PS is to
provide children with a caring and enhanced educational
experience. It is a priority of mine to empower them as individuals
so that as they grow and mature, they'll make a positive impact in
the community of St Michael’s Parish and beyond. It is a firm
belief of mine that extra-curricular activities and the
encouragement of competitive sport are of paramount importance
in any school. For the better part of a decade I played for the
Antrim Gaelic football team. I’ve been fortunate enough to
experience successes at club level in GAA. These journeys have
helped me become a more confident person. Like most athletes
I’ve also developed resilience as a result of the setbacks of sport. I
maintain that the experiences I had at SJB, as an athlete and
student, have helped make me the player and person I am today.
As a teacher I always encourage children to get involved in extracurricular teams. There they will gain lifelong values and skills that
will assist them in every aspect of life. In the past four years I've
won eight GAA titles with the girls’ and boys’ teams, with the Raffo
Cup-winning team of 2017 and the Girls’ Championship-winning
team of 2018 being the picks of the bunch. I’ve also won three
basketball titles, but I take greater pride knowing that at St John
the Baptist we’ve 35 to 40 boys training every Monday with the
boys’ Gaelic football squad and 25 to 30 girls training with the
girls’ Gaelic football squad every Thursday. One of my biggest
successes at my old primary school has been the increase in
volume of extra-curricular sports participants. I genuinely love my
job and feel that I have the enthusiasm and professional skills
required to have further successes in and out of the classroom.
The highly committed team of teachers, classroom assistants and
office staff at SJB have helped me greatly. Their guidance and
support has been invaluable. ‘The next competition is the most
important one!’ I try to bring this mentality into my teaching.
Hoping that every day the children in my classroom are motivated
to become better learners and better people.
Aspire. Believe. Achieve.

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST
PRIMARY SCHOOL
Finaghy Road North, Belfast BT11 9EH
Tel: 02890614546
Aspire, Believe, Achieve

Congratulations to

Michael Pollock
Michael is an outstanding young teacher who is committed
to achieving the best outcomes for our children in all areas
of the curriculum. His achievements in promoting sport in
the school have been remarkable. He has truly been an
inspiration to the children – developing their sporting
skills, resilience and promoting physical and mental
well-being. Michael's exceptional work has been key in
securing 5 STAR GAA status for the school.
We are immensely proud of Michael and can think of no
more deserving candidate for the Blackboard Award.
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Joanne Smyth
Sacred Heart Boys' Primary School
School Website:
www.sacredheartprimaryschoolbelfast.com
Subject: Principal.
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: Jordanstown University and
Worcester College.
First Job: Working for my father in his furniture
store.
What it taught me: It taught me that hard work
pays off and to appreciate everything that I
have.
Family/status: Married.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: Pray, hope
and don’t worry.
Best advice you could give someone thinking
of a teaching career: Be prepared, plenty of
laughter and always be ready to change.
Change within your teaching enables you in
being the best that you can be and ensures that
the children experience the best learning
opportunities possible.

went to St John the Baptist Primary School
and St Louise’s Comprehensive College on
the Falls Road. I later went on to study a
Psychology degree in Jordanstown University
which involved a year out. During this time I
worked in Dublin at the National Rehabilitation
Society which involved working within schools
for deaf children. After graduating I went on to
work as an events co-ordinator for Young
Enterprise where I managed and organised
events for the Secondary Schools’ Programme
within the Belfast region. During this time I
realised that my true calling was to go into
teaching which resulted in me attending
Worcester College, England where I completed
a PGCE in Primary Education. It was my
intention to then progress to becoming an
Educational Psychologist. However, once I
began teaching I loved it so much I never
wanted to leave. My first teaching job was in St
John the Baptist Boys’ Primary School and after
one year I then moved to Sacred Heart Boys’
Primary School. I have worked in Sacred Heart
Boys’ Primary School for over 25 years. During
this time I have taught in every year group from
P1 to P7 and I have also special needs groups.
Six years ago I had a three-year secondment

I

where I worked within the Education Authority,
Belfast region, as part of the Literacy Team.
This was a fantastic experience which involved
working with numerous schools within Belfast
providing training and support with Literacy
such as reading skills, linguistic phonics and
different areas within the genre of writing. I
then returned to Sacred Heart Boys’ Primary
School and became Vice Principal in 2011.
Throughout my years within Sacred Heart
Boys’ Primary I have great memories and have
worked with fantastic children, hard-working
colleagues and very supportive parents.
Recently, in 2017, I was appointed Principal of
Sacred Heart Boys’ Primary School. I am
committed to working in partnership with our
parents and community to ensure that all the
children reach their full potential in a safe,
nurturing and supportive environment that
promotes and encourages independent
learning. I firmly believe that we at Sacred
Heart are the heart and future of the
community and as Principal I will strive to
help the children develop to be best of their
ability, embracing challenges and diversity
whilst making friends and childhood
memories that will last a lifetime.

Raymond Herron
St Mary's Christian Brothers' Grammar School
School Website: www.stmaryscbgs.com
Subject: Irish.
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: St Mary's CBGS, University of Ulster, Coleraine, Queen's
University of Belfast.
First Job: Meánscoil Feirste.
What it taught me: It taught me to be flexible, that no two days
were ever the same and that sometimes you just have to let things
run their course. Change happens over time and some things need
to be gently persuaded as opposed to forced. You never know what
situation a student or staff member left at home that morning and
often compassion was the best way to deal with many situations.
Family/status: Married with two children.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: Every day is a school day and
that, as a teacher, you must be prepared to learn also. You don't
know it all and must always be open to learning from each and
every situation. Pupils are different each and every year, and if you
don't move with the changes you get left behind. I have found that in
teaching you can strive to keep the same high standards but how
you go about it must constantly evolve.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching

career: You need to believe in your career choice and want to go
into teaching for the right reasons. You need to give beyond your
timetabled hours and taking work home with you, both academic
and pastoral, is unavoidable. You must be prepared to give more
than just an academic contribution to the pupils. Working with
children is not predictable and is often challenging but the rewards
go far beyond salary. You will be challenged and changed, but for
the better. Seeing how you can impact upon so many lives is
certainly humbling and most definitely rewarding.
past pupil of St Mary’s, I have been teaching Irish in the school
for 18 years. St Mary’s has fantastic pupils, families and staff
and I firmly believe in providing opportunities for the boys to
realise their full potential both inside and outside of the classroom. I
have coached hurling, handball and Gaelic football over the years
with many successes along the way, and currently look after the
Year 11 hurlers. I am a great believer in promoting positive mental
health, particularly amongst boys and young men, and work closely
with the Lighthouse charity and other service providers to ensure
the stigma surrounding mental health is challenged and broken
down. I lead a social justice advocacy group and with a very aware
group of students. Together we have raised awareness of global and
local social injustices, particularly homelessness and child poverty,
and have worked closely with local homeless shelters to bring a
human side to this issue. I enjoy cycling with VC Glendale and I am
a proud Lámh Dhearg man and enjoy coaching my son and daughter
with our U6 hurlers and camógs.

A

Lyndsey Hyndman
Carryduff Primary School
School Website: Carryduffprimarysch.weebly.com
Subject: Primary school.
Your place of birth: Londonderry.
Studied at: University of Dundee.
First Job: Sainsbury’s.
What it taught me: Teamwork is so important – we all have different strengths.
Family/status: Married, no children.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: Grab every opportunity going. Make an effort
to get to know people.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching career: Don’t be
afraid to ask for help. Laugh – lots! Sometimes in teaching we can sometimes feel
alone; in a classroom all day with little adult interaction, however, everyone feels
similar at some point. Teachers are an empathetic bunch and there’s rarely nothing
that a moment on a soap box with a cup of tea in hand, can’t sort.
’ve been teaching Upper KS2 in Carryduff Primary School for nine years, where I
am currently an ICT Co-ordinator. Since I graduated in 2009, I have had a
passion for ICT and how it can be used effectively in schools – not just as an
add-on, but seamlessly integrated into what we are currently doing. I may be
biased but I believe I work in the best wee school in the country where the staff are
eager to learn more and are open to new ideas. I am keen to empower the children
in our school so that they can lead and take responsibility for various aspects of
ICT and our Digital Leaders play a prominent role in our school, regularly leading
lessons and providing technical support to teachers. I am thrilled to be nominated
for the award and I would like to dedicate it to the hard work of the pupils, staff
and governors of Carryduff P.S who make coming to work each day that little bit
brighter.

I
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Frank Maskey

Naomi Culbert

Neal Peden

Corpus Christi College

Hollybank Primary School

Rathmore Grammar School

School Website: corpus-christi-college.co.uk
Subject: Technology/Principal.
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: Ulster University Jordanstown.
First Job: Newspaper round in Belfast city centre.
What it taught me: How to manage myself, organise and build
working relationships with others.
Family/status: Married to Ann with two sons and a daughter,
Conall, Dáire and Niamh – and can't forget Bran, our dog.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: From my parents: always
look after those who have less than yourself or who need a
helping hand.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching
career: You will need to be dedicated, determined, energetic,
tough-skinned and resilient with high expectations for self and
others, but above all you will need to care for and understand
the individual needs of each child. Provide your pupils with an
experience that you would expect for your own children and
never forget that it is the children you teach who pay your salary.

School Website: http://hollybankps.co.uk/
Subject: Primary 5 teacher.
Your place of birth: Carrickfergus.
Studied at: Stranmillis University College.
First Job: Retail assistant in local family-run department store.
What it taught me: My first position as a retail assistant helped
me to obtain skills that I have been able to use in all aspects of
my life, including my teaching career. These skills included
understanding the importance of teamwork, ensuring that
communication is clear, having precise planning and time
management in order to complete all my objectives.
Family/status: Married to Alistair with two children, Joseph and
Emma.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: Preparation is key. I believe
this to be relevant to all aspects of life, whether it be planning
your wedding or your next lesson plan.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching
career: If I could give one meaningful piece of advice it would
be to ensure you find a work/life balance. This can be so hard
to do, especially in teaching, where we put our heart and soul
into meeting the needs of the children and planning wonderful
and engaging lessons. However, we have to remember to look
after ourselves for our own mental health and wellbeing.

School Website: www.rathmoregrammarschool.org
Subject: Physical Education and Sport.
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: De La Salle College, Belfast. St Joseph's Teacher
Training College, UUJ and Queen’s University.
First Job: Coaching Development Officer.
What it taught me: Forming relationships with your
students/players is the key for them to learn from you, progress
and reach their full potential. Be empathetic and respectful to
all under your care. Don't focus on the negatives and what they
are doing wrong. Deliberately start positive conversations about
areas of improvement you can both contribute to.
Family/status: Married with three children.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: Whilst teaching and
learning should be at the centre of each of our lessons, it is the
wellbeing of our students which should be paramount in our
actions and conversations we have with our students as their
teacher and tutor.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching
career: Teaching is more than teaching a subject. You must
create a learning environment where your students interact
freely with you as their teacher and with their class colleagues.

aving left school in 1977 Frank qualified as a Mechanical
Engineer after successfully completing an apprenticeship
in Engineering during which he studied City & Guilds at
Belfast College of Further Education. Frank was enthused by
one of his lecturers who encouraged success by informing the
young budding engineers’ class that if they achieved top grades
in years 3 and 4 of their apprenticeship that they could apply to
UUJ to become a teacher. At that moment, Frank decided that
he would become a teacher. Subsequently he achieved the
required results and attended UUJ from 1982-84 to qualify as a
teacher in Craft Design and Technology and RE. His first
teaching role was as a further education lecturer in Mechanical
Engineering in Banbridge College of FE (1984-94). After ten
years Frank moved to teach Technology and Design in St
Patrick’s College Bearnageeha where for almost 18 years he
served in a number of both pastoral and curricular roles
including Community Links, Head of Department, Head of Year
and member of the Senior Management Team, culminating in
his appointment as Vice Principal in 2009. In 2011 Frank took up
the position of Principal at Corpus Christi College, a position
which Frank says is a privilege to have, to be able to lead and
work with a highly professional staff who hold children’s
individual needs and development central to everything they do.

H

graduated from Stranmillis in 2008 and since then have
held various positions within the primary school sector. My
first teaching role was in Round Tower Integrated Primary,
teaching a P3/4 composite class. From there I went to
Wheatfield Primary to teach a Primary 6 class for a year
before accepting a maternity cover in Hollybank Primary,
which thankfully was extended, and I have never left. I have
been lucky to experience teaching in both Foundation Stage
and Key Stage 2 whilst also taking the lead in World Around
Us and implementing Forest Schools in the year groups I have
taught. I believe education is more than in the classroom and
as such promote extended schools activities which develop
social skills and broaden friendships. Extended Schools I have
been involved in include hockey, netball, Lego club and
gardening club. More recently, I have taken on the position of
Acting Vice Principal and have enjoyed the many challenges
that have come with this position. Through my new role I have
developed management skills and together with my Principal
am helping to drive the school forward.

I

eal has just retired after 35 years in the teaching
profession. His career began as a Coaching Officer for the
Antrim County Board before he was appointed by
Rathmore Grammar School in March 1984 as a Physical
Education teacher. In 1989 he was appointed Head of Boys’ PE
and in 2002 he was promoted to Coordinator of Physical
Education. Neal graduated from St Joseph’s Teacher Training
College in 1983. In 1989 he completed a Diploma in
Mathematical Studies and in 1994 he was awarded an MSc in
Sports Science, both from UUJ. Neal finalised his academic
achievements at Queen’s University where he graduated as a
teacher counsellor in 1999. Neal played for Naomh Eoin Béal
Feirste for 22 years in both hurling and football. He held several
major roles in the club as Senior Hurling Manager, Secretary,
Assistant Secretary and Hurling Club Chairman. Neal has also
represented Antrim at all levels of hurling, minor, Under 21 and
Senior. For the past two years he was the joint Antrim senior
hurling manager and just recently he has been appointed as the
Antrim senior hurling manager for 2019. Neal is married to Joan
and has three children, Luke Amy and Ryan.

N
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Lynne Rutherford
Lough View Integrated
Primary School
Subject: Primary 1
Your place of birth: Belfast
Studied at: Stranmillis University College
First Job: Lough View I.P.S.
What it taught me: To work hard, always try
my best. Not to be scared to ask questions
or for advice.
Family/status: Married
Best advice anyone ever gave you: To treat
all children equally, remembering they are
someone's precious little child.
Best advice you could give someone
thinking of a teaching career: To have high
expectations for every child. To help make
each child feel that you're there to help
them, encourage them and never to be
scared to ask for help.

'm 39 years old and feel very bleseed to
have worked at Lough View Integrated
Primary since 2002. I started my career
here straight out of uni but was helped and
encouraged so much by my partner teacher
who worked in the class next door. It was a
fantastic start to my career as we were
piloting the then Enriched Curriculum. After 2
years on a temporary contract I was made
permanent and got married all in the year of
2004. In 2007 I had my first baby boy so I
decided to go part time. Then after I had my
2nd child we had to move to England for my
husband's work. At this point I was able to
take a five year career break. In 2015 I was
able to return again to work jobshare in p2 in
Lough View. After 3 years in p2 I've moved
this year to work in P1 with Mrs Bovill. It is
such a fantastic school to been part of. And
with my 3 children now attending it's even
better when you see it through not only a
teacher's eyes but a parents! I also help run
the cross country and it's been a joy to see
both our girls' and boys' teams make the
Northern Ireland finals. In my free time I play
for a local Ladies hockey team called
Instonians Ladies and l love to spend time
with my family and friends.
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Sean McNamee
St Paul's Primary School
!
!

!

34-36 Mica Drive, Belfast BT12 7NN • T: 028 9032 8968

"#!$%&'()!*)!%!+&'#&,%''-!.*/0,)0!)+122'3!+&,,04#'-!,05,0)04#*46!!
www.stpaulsmica.com
78!+2&4#,*0)!*4!#10!)+122'9!!:&,!+2;;*#;04#!#2!.*/0,)*#-!!
%4.!0<&%'*#-!*)!+0'0=,%#0.!#1,2&61!2&,!>*61#)!>0)50+#*46!!
St Paul’s
is a culturally diverse school, currently representing
"+122'!?"*'/0,@!AB%,.!%4.!2&,!C'2=%'!D0%,4*46!?D0/0'!7@!AB%,.3!
15 countries in the school. Our%;246!2#10,)9!
commitment to diversity and equality
!
is celebrated through our Rights Respecting
School (Silver) Award
:&,!;2##23!E"+122'3!F%;*'-3!$%,*)1(!,0G0,04+0)!#10!#1,00!!
and our
Global Learning (Level 1) Award, among others.
0))04#*%'!5%,#40,)!*4!0/0,-!+1*'.()!0.&+%#*24!%4.!B0!%,0!!
Our motto,+2;;*##0.!#2!04)&,*46!0GG0+#*/0!5%,#40,)1*5)!#2!04%='0!!
‘School, Family, Parish’ references the three essential
0/0,-!+1*'.!#2!#1,*/0!*4!"#!$%&'()9!

partners in every child’s education and we are committed to ensuring
!
effective partnerships to enable every child to thrive in St Paul’s.
H10!C2/0,42,)3!"#%GG!%4.!$&5*')!2G!"#!$%&'()!
The Governors,
Staff and Pupils of St Paul’s would like to
B2&'.!'*I0!#2!+246,%#&'%#0!J,!J+K%;00!
congratulate Mr McNamee on his nomination
24!1*)!42;*4%#*24!G2,!#1*)!-0%,()!L'%+I=2%,.!AB%,.)9!
for this year’s Blackboard Awards.
!

!
!
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School Website: www.stpaulsmica.com
Subject: Principal.
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: University of Wales, Aberystwyth.
First Job: Forecourt and carwash attendant at Ballymore
Service Station (aged 13).
What it taught me: The value of hard work. I worked all
weathers and never missed a day. I made some great
connections and loads of further job opportunities opened
up as I got older.
Family/status: Married to Mags with three lovely
daughters, Eve, Grace and Mae (and two dogs).
Best advice anyone ever gave you: My primary school
principal once told me that nothing was impossible, we just
didn't know how to do it – yet. This has always stuck with
me and has often given me a reason to be creative in my
approaches to problem-solving. It is also a phrase I use
with children as it gives them permission and
encouragement to be creative and imaginative.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a
teaching career: Be prepared for some hard work. The
work is incredibly varied and always challenging, but the
job satisfaction is amazing and working with children helps
you see things from a range of perspectives. Children’s
views of the world and everything in it can be magical and
anyone who can share that journey, harness a child’s
curiosity, creativity and openness to new ideas has the
potential to achieve great things as a teacher.
y experiences in primary education have been
amazing. As a pupil I was taught by the most caring
and devoted teachers who gave their time, patience
and confidence and I thrived. It was their influence which
steered me into teaching and I always strove to bring the
best to every child I taught. As a teacher I worked alongside
many wonderful colleagues and principals. I learned so
much about the teacher and school leader I wanted to be
from the example they set and the kind, pastoral way in
which they guided pupils, parents and staff. As a primary
school principal I am proud to work in West Belfast, the
community in which I grew up. In St Paul’s I have found an
exceptional group of children and parents who are
determined to do well and an exceptional group of teachers
who remind me of my own primary school days. They are
committed and determined and inspire every child to be the
best they can be. They work tirelessly to ensure the best
possible outcomes for every child, and they do so with
generosity, respect and love. I couldn’t be prouder or
happier than where I am now.

M

Brónagh Nic Lochlainn
Coláiste Feirste
Subject: Classroom Assistant (SEN).
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: Hope University Liverpool (Education with Childhood and Youth).
First Job: New Look.
What it taught me: Getting my first job at the age of 16 taught me the value of money and introduced me to working
with the public. Working in retail as my first job made me fall in love with fashion and helped me find my style also. It
taught me to work hard, treat yourself and stay humble.
Family/status: Single.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: Do what makes you happy! Life can be hard enough, we must look after our
happiness. Don’t take life too seriously and always be grateful.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching career: As much as you will teach, you will equally learn!
Every day is different, be passionate, supportive and patient. Every child deserves to be educated and cared for. Give
them a sense of community and inclusion and try to make a difference.
attended Bunscoil an tSleibhe Dhuibh, Coláiste Feirste and graduated from Hope University. I have since been
working in the Learning Support Centre in Coláiste Feirste for five years. The Irish language has been a central part
of my life. I can truly say I love working with children and being able to help and support children with additional
needs is very rewarding and inspiring. Having a hard working SENCO and a great wider team makes the job as plain
sailing as possible. I am also very lucky to have the supportive family that I do, who have a massive part to play in the
person I have become. I am extremely privileged to be given the opportunities that I have been given in life and the
places that I have seen. I am a massive believer in the law of attraction and always showing graditude.

I
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Alanah McGlinchey
St. Louise's Comprehensive
College
School Website: www.stlouises.org.uk
Subject: Religious Studies.
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: St Mary’s University College,
Belfast.
First Job: St Louise’s Comprehensive College.
What it taught me: Having graduated from St
Mary’s College, I took up my first teaching post
in St Louise’s. The students are mostly drawn
from the general West Belfast area but there
are many who come from further afield. They
come from all strata of society yet are equal in
the school environment. Upon starting teaching
in the school, I quickly learned a number of
things. The first and probably most important
thing that struck me was that despite their
tender age, the children in this school have a
commonality in relation to their desire to strive
for fairness in society, particularly on issues
relating to social justice. Flowing from their
desires to pursue these, I also quickly learned
that they look to their teachers to give direction
and guidance and that their idealism, which
comes with their youth, is something to be
nurtured by teachers who are willing to take an
active interest in their lives. As a young
teacher, I, at first, found this somewhat
daunting but thanks to the interest shown in
me by colleagues I learned that it is always
important, in a school setting, to be prepared
to ask for the help of other, more experienced
teachers. So, my next learning experience as a
teacher was that at times it was me who was
learning, not only from the students but also
from experienced colleagues. The lesson for
me is that education is an ongoing experience,
without limits. That learning continues today
with a third dimension added in that I also
learn from student and newly qualified
teachers who inspire within me the desire to
search out new and fresh methods which will
keep my teaching innovative and relevant.
Throughout my time in St. Louise’s, I have

also learned a lot about generosity and
kindness: generosity and kindness of the
girls I teach and the generosity and
kindness which, many times, comes from
those who, materially, actually have so
little to give. This inspires me to continue
to nurture, to the best of my abilities, their
kindness of spirit while helping them through
formal education to be the best that they,
personally, can become.
Family/status: Unmarried
Best advice anyone ever gave you: “You
have no idea what is going on is someone’s
life. Always be gentle.” This is especially
important in my role, sometimes I know a lot
about the young people in my classroom but
sometimes I do not. Some young people sit
down in front of me I have no idea what they
have experienced before school that day or
what significant things are happening to
them. It is so important to be kind to others
and understand that life can be tough at
times, adults and young people alike.
Best advice you could give someone
thinking of a teaching career: Sometimes
teaching is not given the recognition it
deserves, particularly when compared with
other more financially rewarding professions.
When I was in year 14 I applied and was
accepted to study Law at Queen’s University. I
also applied and was accepted to study
Religious Studies at St. Mary’s University
College. My head told me to study Law and to
be subsequently called to the Bar. My heart
told me to accept my place at St. Mary’s and
then support young people. Most people told
me to study Law claiming that teaching does
not pay well, hours are long, and workload is
heavy. Against all advice, I made the decision
to follow my heart. Workload can be heavy and
some days are more challenging than others.
But a teaching, in the true sense of the word, is
a vocation and delivers rewards which money
could not buy. You, as a teacher, will shape the
lives of young people and you will support
them in ways you never knew you could. You
place yourself in a privileged position to watch
so many children flourish into amazing young
adults and pursue their dreams. You play a
valuable role in helping them achieve those
dreams. I would not change my job for the
world. Always follow your heart.

y name is Alanah McGlinchey, I am a
Religious Studies teacher at St.
Louise’s Comprehensive College. I also
teach A-Level Health and Social Care and KS3
Geography. I am the Pope John Paul II Award
Leader in St. Louise’s working closely with year
13 and 14 Pope John Paul II participants. I
support them on their faith journey by
encouraging them to volunteer in their parishes
and local communities. I am 28 years old and I
live in Glengormley where I recently bought my
first home.

M

I studied at Dominican College, Fortwilliam from
2002 to 2009. From 2009 to 2013 I completed a
Bachelor of Education in Post-Primary Religious
Studies with Geography. I began working in St.
Louise’s in August 2013 and by September 2014
I began studying another degree part-time. I
graduated from St. Mary’s University for the
second time in December 2017 with a distinction
in my Master’s Degree which specialised in
‘Leadership for Learning.’ As a means of
relaxation, I enjoy listening to music and eating
out with friends and family.

Chris Devine
St Louise Comprehensive College
School Website: https://www.stlouises.org.uk/
Subject: Software Development / IT
Your place of birth: Belfast
Studied at: Queens University / St Marys Teacher Training College/ Ulster
University
First Job: Stacking Shelves in ASDA
What it taught me: Working for ASDA (Safeway) was a unique experience which
taught me a great deal about the world of work and myself. It taught me about team
work, the importance of communication, meeting deadlines and most importantly
the value of money.
Family/status: Married with 4 amazing children
Best advice anyone ever gave you: My dad always told me - If you are going to do
something, do it right.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching career: Teaching is a
vocation, its not a job. It requires dedication, determination and a sense of humour.
graduated from Jordanstown in 2002 and decided to take a year out before going
to St Mary’s to complete a Bed. In 2007 I qualified as a teacher and became a
father for the first time, it was a good year. The following year I started in St
Louises, almost immediately I knew this was a special school, filled with some of
the most talented and hardworking pupils and staff I had ever encountered.
I completed my MSC in Educational IT/Multimedia at Queens. This provided an
opportunity to deliver the new Software Systems Development course. In 2016 I
took on the role of Assistant Principal Moderator for SSD.
In 2018 I started a Teacher Training company (CodeNI). The aim of which is to help
IT teachers meet the demands of the new IT specifications. Specialising in C#. I also
completed my IFA Lvl1 coaching badge, and now volunteer at Hillsborough Boys FC.
I am privileged to work with so many inspirational people in St Louises, CCEA,
CodeNI and Hillsborough Boys. Mostly I am grateful for my 4 amazing boys and my
supportive wife, without her unlimited patience and constant support none of the
above would have been possible.

I
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St. Louise’s
Comprehensive College, Belfast

look forward
to welcomingPrincipal,
Primary 6 and
Primary
7 girls
and
TheWe
Board
of Governors,
Staff
and
Students
students wishing to transfer to our Sixth Form, to our

Congratulate Alanah McGlinchey
and Chris Devine

OPEN NIGHT

Thursday
11thAward
January
2018
on
their Blackboard
nominations.
Principal’s Address at 4.30 pm and 6.30 pm

Step into a Bright Future

St. Louise’s Comprehensive College

468 Falls Road - Belfast - BT12 6EN
Tel: 028 90 325631 | Fax: 028 90 269600
Email: info@stlouises.belfast.ni.sch.uk | www.stlouises.org.uk
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Sister Anne McCourt

Leslie McCrory

St Geneveive's High School

Holy Trinity Primary School

School Website: stgenevieves.org.uk
Subject: Religion/Youth Programmes Coordinator
Your place of birth: Newcastle, Co Down
Studied at: St Mary's University/Magee
College, Derry
First Job: St Genevieve's High School, Belfast
What it taught me: 1) To familiarise myself
with the area I was living in, in West Belfast. 2)
To get to know the pupils I was working with and to develop a sympathetic relationship with
them - remembering that each pupil is
unique and has pure potential, which must be
fostered and developed. 3) St Genevieve's High
School was just the place/environment I
needed for myself in order to experience
support - and a team spirit second to none - in
West Belfast; The ethos of this school creates a
place where young people can develop their
gifts and talents - and it is just wonderful to be
part of the team!
Family/status: Member of the St Louis Sisters an international Order of Nuns
Best advice anyone ever gave you: That I had
been placed in a position of trust in working
with young people who deserved every
opportunity to succeed in life. That the minds of
these same young people must be developed
along whatever paths they choose to study and be introduced to other paths as well!!
Best advice you could give someone thinking
of a teaching career: 1) Why are you choosing
this so worthwhile career/vocation in life?
Think hard about this.
2) Have you got the temperament, personality,
and sense of compassion needed to work with
young people?
3) You will need great patience and be very
enthusiastic about - not just your own subject but about allied subjects.
4) Are you a good team person? How well do
you feel about net-working with other
teachers/school managers/ and other schools?
5) You must love your job - not your holidays!!!

School Website: www.holytrinitybelfast.co.uk
Subject: Physical Education
Your place of birth: Belfast
Studied at: St Mary's University College,
Belfast
First Job: Kitchen Porter in Bewley's Cafe
What it taught me: How to communicate
effectively with people, the importance of
teamwork and most importantly that your
colleagues can get you through even the worst
of days.
Family/status: Married with two daughters
Best advice anyone ever gave you: 1)
Always remain on good terms with the
most important people in the school the secretary and the caretaker! 2)
Children rarely remember all the things
you taught them but they NEVER
FORGET how you made them feel!!
Best advice you could give someone
thinking of a teaching career:
Approach your career like Bill Murray in
the film 'Groundhog Day'. Each day is a
new start but must always be based on
previous experiences. Learn from what
went before in your strive for excellence
in teaching and learning and the
development of positive relationships
with the children in your care.

was born and reared in Newcastle, Co Down.
From the age of 5 I was educated by the St
Louis Sisters (our nuns!) in the local primary
school. Later I attended St Louis Grammar
School in Kilkeel, where, once again, our Sisters
taught me until I was 18 years old. After all
those years, I began to fully appreciate all that
the St Louis Sisters had done for me - the
values they shared and the example they gave
to so many people by their way of living. In our
town, not only did the Sisters teach in the local
primary school, providing an excellent
educational service, but they found time to visit

I

families 'on the edge', the elderly, and people
who were in hospital in Downpatrick.
What delighted my friends and me during
the summer months, Sisters would come to
Newcastle from Nigeria, Brazil, England, and
France - and shared all about life in their
countries. We were fascinated by the stories
from the missions - and it was probably during
these times that I was 'fired' with the
enthusiasm of perhaps joining them - especially
to work in the favelas in Brazil - among those
whom society rejected.
I did enter with St Louis - but to my initial
disappointment I wasn't chosen to go to Brazil,
or Nigeria, but to work in Andersonstown, West
Belfast - in the school I love best - St
Genevieve's High. I wouldn't be anywhere else and having grown up with our people and the
youth, I have learned so much about myself and
others. The warmth and friendly atmosphere of
people I come in contact with has made me
realise that West Belfast really is my home.
Through St Genevieve's we have developed
links throughout our Diocese of Down and
Connor - and as Youth Programmes Coordinator through St Louis House - we have
strong cross-community links - working with
young people 'across the divide' where our
politicians miss out on so much. Individually we
can do little - together we can change our
world.
Our St Louis Constitutions reminds us that '
.... we are called to be agents of change, called
to serve in a broken and divided world'. Sint
Unum.

Déanann daltaí, tuistí,
foireann agus gobharnóirí
Ghaelscoil Éanna
comhghairdeas lenár
múinteoir

Malachaí Ó hAgain
ar a Ghradam Scoth na Scoile.
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My first two years out of college were
spent as a substitute teacher in a number of
schools but mainly in Harberton School which
was a great experience with a wonderful staff.
The last 18 years have been spent in Holy
Trinity Primary School where I have been
extremely lucky to work under three fantastic,
very supportive principals. It is a testament to
those principals and the staff in the school that
teachers who sub in the school never want to
leave.
I have had the pleasure to teach some
outstanding children during my time and
always love to hear how they are getting on
and what they are doing now. When I look back
now as I write this piece, I realise how lucky I
have been!!!

was born in October 1975 and raised
in the Short Strand (Ballymacarrett)
area of East Belfast. I went to St
Matthew's Primary School from 19801987 and later went on to attend Our
Lady and St. Patrick's College, Knock
from 1987-1994. During this time I did my
work experience in a school and decided
that teaching was the profession I would
like to pursue. I was lucky enough to be
accepted into St Mary's College (as it
was then) from 1994-1998. I have some
great memories of my time in all three of
the places mentioned and met some
great friends along the way.
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Malachaí Ó hAgain
Gaelscoil Éanna
Subject: Primary
Your place of birth: Magherafelt
Studied at: University of Ulster and Coláiste
Ollscoile Naomh Muire
First Job: Barman
What it taught me: To be patient, listen to
customers, a little effort to pay attention to

people goes a long way.
Family/status: Married
Best advice anyone ever gave you:
Remember who and what you are
Best advice you could give someone thinking
of a teaching career: Get some experience to
make sure it's the right path. Build a rapport
with the children. Don't be sensitive.
Preparation is key.
rom Swatragh, South Derry, I attended
Bunscoil Luraigh in Maghera. This school
was set up independently and survived
solely through fundraising by the parents and
committee. I had a fantastic experience in
Bunscoil Luraigh with great teachers, nurturing
a strong sense of pride in our native language,
culture and sports. An Carn is at the centre of
the revival of the Irish language in South Derry
and over the years I have been lucky enough to
be involved in numerous projects and activities
there.
I have represented my club C.L.G.
Mhícheáil Mhic Dhaibhéid, An Suaitreach in
hurling and football from underage to senior
level and Derry hurling teams from minor to
senior level as well. I am the Oifigeach Teanga
agus Cultúr for the club organising music and
Irish classes and was involved in the set-up of
Swatragh’s IME pre-school, Naíscoil
Ghreanacháin which opened in September
2017. I was fortunite enough to get a job in
Gaelscoil Éanna in 2013 and find myself
working in a school community surrounded by
those with a brilliant outlook and aspirations.
The Staff and Board of Governors have been
very supportive throughout my career and big
plans for the future!
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Sarah O’Donnell
Botanic Primary School
School Website: www.botanicprimaryschool.com
Subject: Reading Recovery Support
Your place of birth: Dublin
Studied at: Church of Ireland College of Education (Teacher
Training College, Rathmines) affiliated with Trinity College Dublin
First Job: Learning Support/Resource Teacher at Kildare Place
School, Rathmines.
What it taught me: Working as a Learning Support/ Resource
Teacher taught me about the value of team work within the
workplace. When working in this role, I had the privilege of
working alongside a number of gifted and experienced
teachers. I am very grateful for what I was able to learn from
them, particularly as a newly qualified teacher. I had the
opportunity of being able to support individual children as well
as work alongside smaller groups of children in different
classroom settings. I was given the first taste of working
directly with children with special needs. It made me realise
that although a child may have a particular diagnosis, it doesn't
necessarily mean that they will have all the classic symptoms
that the literature describes. It was a reminder to me of the
uniqueness of the child and the importance of getting to know
the child as an individual before putting in place a set of goals
or targets to be met.
Family/status: Married
Best advice anyone ever gave you: It's difficult to think of the
best advice anyone has ever given me, as I know I've received
plenty of good advice in my lifetime so far! However one piece of
advice that springs to my mind, is not to be afraid to be yourself.

I know this can be difficult at times, It can be easy to get swept
up in a crowd or to feel pressured into being like somebody else
or doing something so that you simply fit in with a particular
group. This can be a particular challenge during school years as
children and young people want to try and 'fit' in with their peer
groups, however I think it's really important to encourage
children and young people that it's okay just to be themselves.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching
career: For somebody thinking of a teaching career, I would
encourage them to go for it! It's not an easy road that's for sure,
but it is deeply rewarding and a great privilege to be able to play
such a pivotal role in children and young people's lives. I would
remind them of the huge influence they have as a teacher and
how they have the potential to alter a child's attitude towards a
particular subject or indeed towards what they themselves think
they can or cannot do.
am originally from Bray Co. Wicklow and trained as a primary
school teacher in Dublin. I qualified just over 10 years ago. I
taught in Dublin for two years and in West Cork for three years
before moving to Belfast with my husband John in 2013. We
have a two-and-a-half year old son called Timothy and a cat
called Tozer. I started working for Sólás, a special needs charity,
shortly after moving here and have remained there ever since.
I work part-time here, co-ordinating an after-school
homework support programme called the 'Kidz Support Den'. I
studied part-time for three years and In 2018, I graduated with a
masters at Queen's University, in Special Needs and Inclusion.
Alongside my work with Sólás, I work as a volunteer at Botanic
Primary School, where I support children with their reading using
the Reading Recovery model. I love what I do and take great
delight in seeing the children make progress in their different
areas of learning. In my free time, I love spending time with my
family going out for walks or trips to the playground. I also enjoy
singing, having coffee with friends and baking!
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Nicole Connolly
Donegall Road Primary School
School Website: www.donegallroadps.com
Subject: P1 Teacher
Your place of birth: Ballymena
Studied at: Stranmillis
First Job: Donegall Road Primary School
What it taught me: The importance of team work to create a positive school environment - I
work alongside a supportive staff team who encourage and keep each other going on tough
days.
Family/status: Married with a one year old son
Best advice anyone ever gave you: Look after yourself - self care is very important!
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching career: The staff in our school
are reading a great book at the minute - it is called 'When the adults change, everything
changes' by Paul Dix. I would recommend it to anyone who works in a school or is thinking of a
teaching career; it's a very practical and challenging read about how the adults shape the
ethos of a school and the
importance of positivity and
consistency in how we build
relationships with our pupils.
y name is Nicole
Connolly. I live in Antrim
with my husband, Ben
and our son. I've always loved
working with children and after I
finished my a-levels at Antrim
Grammar School I attended
Stranmillis where I completed
my teaching degree. I have
taught P1 in Donegall Road
Primary School for the past 8
years and I really love my job - I
returned this year after being off
on maternity leave last year. It
was challenging to transition
back to work but the lovely
children in my class have made
my return really enjoyable. I love
teaching P1 as the children are
enthusiastic, keen and show so
much joy in learning. It is
rewarding to see them learn
how to read and write and see
the building blocks for their
future learning develop and
grow as they have fun and make
new friendships. Outside of
work I enjoy cooking, reading,
going to the gym and spending
time with my family and friends.
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Congratulations Mrs Connolly
from all at Donegall Road Primary
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Donegall Road Primary School
Maldon Street, Belfast, BT12 6HE
Tel: 028 9032 3018
www.donegallroadps.com
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Maria Robb
Hazelwod Integrated College
Subject: English & Drama/Emotional well-being Coordinator
Your place of birth: Coventry, England
Studied at: University of Liverpool
First Job: Tile Hill Wood Comprehensive, Coventry , England
What it taught me: I learnt to be flexible and adaptable. Inspired by an amazing SLT and English
teacher,Lindsay McNabb, I realised that teaching continued far beyond the classroom. Lindsay
had time for everyone, student and staff alike and his inspirational stories and assemblies were
thought provoking indeed. Lindsay, a man of few words went above and beyond, engaging and
motivating all students, regardless of their background or ability. If a small essence of 'Mc Nabb'
pedagogy has permeated into my own style of teaching I would be truly humbled. (Although I still
haven't learnt how to cut a long story short)
Family/status: Married to a Randalstown man, Damien with two amazing boys Ruairi and Liam
Best advice anyone ever gave you: Always be yourself. Listen and you will be amazed how well
you hear.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching career: Facta non verba ...your
actions will speak louder than your words.
‘Facta non verba’ is Hazelwood’s motto and sums up my journey. Throughout my career I have
donned many hats from HoD, HoF, HoY and currently an emotional well-being coordinator.
Compassion and empathy for all young people in my care has been paramount from the outset.
Remembering fondly my first project with RSC, inspiring disengaged youngsters and encouraging
them to express their emotions, steered me down a pastoral path. Cross community and multicultural events allowed me to view the world through young people’s eyes. I can honestly say I
have learnt so much from their resilience and honesty.
Promoting positive well- being and training youngsters to be anti bullying ambassadors has
been inspirational. Young people really do have the ability to change the world and the young
adults of North Belfast are no different. The warmth I have received since coming to Hazelwood,
14 years ago, has been remarkable. Colleagues, students and parents alike have always been so
open, welcoming and grateful for any support given and appreciative of the smallest of gestures.
’It’s ok not to be ok and absolutely ok to ask for help’.
Above all it is the fun of learning from others, fun of working with young people and fun of
seeing pupils’ smile, is rewarding in itself. Laughter, as they say is the best medicine.

Eimear Bennett
Holy Cross Boys' Primary School

Congratulations to Maria Robb
on her Blackboard Award nomination
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Subject: Primary
Your place of birth: Belfast
Studied at: Queen's University Belfast and The
University of Glasgow
First Job: I worked part time for years in retail
at a number of outlets prior to securing my
first teaching post in St. Cadoc's Primary
School, Glasgow
What it taught me: I was privileged to work
with school leaders in my first teaching post in
Scotland who demanded a lot from me and
allocated a considerable amount of time to
helping to professionally develop new teaching
staff. As a result, this taught me to have high
expectations both for myself and the pupils
in my care and to also recognise that every
child is someone else’s baby.
Family/status: Married with two children Ciaran aged 7 and Fionn aged 3.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: Learn
to prioritise what needs to be done!
Teaching is a job in which you will never
feel that everything is completed at the
end of each day, so you must learn to
prioritise items on your to-do list and
accept that you won’t always get
everything done.
Best advice you could give someone
thinking of a teaching career: Teaching
is one of the most rewarding career paths
available, but is very demanding. You have
countless opportunities to make a
difference to children’s lives and so should
always be mindful of the impact of the role
you play each day. Don’t go into teaching
for the holidays or if you think you’re going
to be finished work at 3pm each day.
While it can be mentally and physically
exhausting, working with children,
watching them grow, sharing precious
experiences and milestones in their lives is
a privilege that makes the challenges
worthwhile.
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initially started Queen’s University
believing that social work was the
correct career path for me, but over the

course of my three years there, I realised that I
wanted to go into teaching so went on to
complete my PGDE in Primary Education in The
University of Glasgow. In Scotland, NQTs are
guaranteed a ‘probation year’ following
graduation, so I stayed on in Glasgow to avail
of this experience and went on to be made a
permanent member of staff in St. Cadoc’s. I
worked there for five years but was always
homesick, so took a leap of faith and moved
back to Belfast in 2011 and luckily got a
temporary teaching post in Holy Cross Boys’
Primary School. I went on to become a
permanent member of staff and have been
here for over seven years. I am Maths Coordinator within the school and am in the
middle of completing the Senior Pathways
leadership course. I am also a governor at my
son’s school, St Oliver Plunkett PS.

Dearbhla McGinn

Olwen Black

Campbell College Junior School

Belfast Boys' Model School

School Website: www.campbellcollege.co.uk/Junior.aspx
Subject: Special Educational Needs Classroom Assistant
Your place of birth: Bangor
Studied at: Queen's University Belfast
First Job: Banqueting Waitress at The Culloden Hotel
What it taught me: It taught me that good, trusting relationships, rooted in humour, are so important
to both myself and others. These relationships create a trusting and happy environment to work in and
for me, that is one of the most important reasons to go to your job everyday!
Family/status: Two parents and two sisters.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: The best piece of advice I have received is simply to persevere.
My parents always taught me to always keep going no matter what from an early age, and that
kindness and good manners will never be overlooked.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching career: The best piece of advice I could
give is that although some benefits are not initially evident, they are definitely apparent in the long
run. Hard work does pay off when you see a child learn and develop in a range of ways, whether it is
their social well being or their academic achievement, and you know that you have been a part of their
journey in doing so.
graduated from Queen’s University Belfast
with a BSc in Psychology in 2016, and then
an MSc in the Psychology of Childhood
Adversity in 2017. My main interests
throughout both my Psychology degrees
focused on the physical and psychological
well-being of children, in addition to their
personal and academic development.
Throughout my degree I undertook a
placement in SureStart, Belfast, volunteered in
St. Bernard's Primary School, Glengormley, and
worked at Solas Youth Club with children with
Autism. Since finishing my degree, I have
continued to work with a Research Project
called, ‘PACT’ in Queen’s University, which
focuses on the personality traits of Primary
School children, in addition to their academic
profile and classroom behaviour.
These reasons are why I decided to be a
SEN Classroom Assistant, with the hope of
becoming an Educational Psychologist. I
absolutely love my job, both the challenges
and rewards, and the relationships I have built
throughout this time. In addition to working
with children, I have a keen interest in music
and tutor several students. I make up one third
of ‘The McGinn Sisters’, a musical trio with my
two sisters.
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School Website: www.bbms.org
Subject: Geography.
Your place of birth: Ballymena.
Studied at: Stranmillis College.
First Job: Summer scheme assistant in local leisure centre.
What it taught me: Working with young people was lots of fun.
Family/status: Married.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: Do what you love – not what you are told to love.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching career: Find an age of
pupils that you enjoy working with and a subject that you are passionate about to
enthuse others.
joined the staff of Belfast Boys’ Model in 1989 as a teacher of Geography. In 1997, I
became Head of Careers where I enjoyed working with all communities to develop a
whole-school approach to
careers education,
information, advice and
guidance. I was fortunate
to have the opportunity to
collaborate with others in
creating the present
CEIAG framework for NI
and was awarded the
Bombardier Aerospace
Education Award for
services to
Business/Education
Partnerships in 2006. I
have enjoyed serving the
school communities in
North and West Belfast
for nearly 30 years and, in
particular, the last decade
as Vice-Principal with
special interests in raising
achievement of boys and
shared education
partnerships.
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BELFAST BOYS MODEL SCHOOL

Olwen Black
Congratulates

on receiving her
Blackboard Award Nomination
Belfast Boys’ Model School
Ballysillan Road, Belfast BT14 6 RB
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Let Danske
Bank help your
students get
SMART
At Danske Bank we believe that children should be
encouraged to learn about personal finance from an
early age and that’s why we have developed our SMART
programme, which includes SMART Junior for 5-11
year olds and SMART Partnership for 13 – 17 year olds.

SMART Junior introduces the topic of money
through tailored presentations delivered by our
staff in the classroom.
Using Danske’s expertise in banking and personal
finance, the SMART Partnership modules for
older children cover the concepts of credit and
debit and buying and renting property, through to
entrepreneurship and building a business.

For more information on getting your
school involved, please contact your
local Danske Bank branch.

Danske Bank is a trading name of Northern Bank Limited which is Registered in Northern Ireland (registered number R568) authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Registered Office: Donegall Square
West, Belfast BT1 6JS. Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. Northern Bank is a member of the Danske Bank Group.

