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Looking forward
to Belfast Homecoming
2015
7th-10th October 2015
Titanic Belfast and at venues across
the city.
The ambition is to have 150 sons and
daughters of the Diaspora coming to
Homecoming in Belfast in 2015.
The vision is to grow Homecoming until
we have 1000 coming to Homecoming
in 2017, putting their shoulder to the wheel
to build a peaceful and prosperous Belfast.
Please join us on that journey.
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Packages with flights and
accommodation at Europa
Hotel now available.
www.aisling-events.com/
homecoming
For more information contact:
Connla McCann
Director Aisling Events
2 Hannahstown Hill
Belfast, N. Ireland
E: c.mccann@aisling-events.com
T: (+44) 2890 611916
Twitter: @aislingevents

Come visit us for the Belfast Homecoming from 7th-10th
October 2015. The inaugural Homecoming was both
outstanding and inspirational.
In September 2014, Belfast went where no other Irish city
has ever gone by convening our very own Homecoming.
50 leaders of the global Irish and Ulster-Scots diaspora —
led by a big city mayor, a Silicon Valley entrepreneur
and a brigadier general — joined us in the conversation
about how best to build the peace.
But now, as you'd expect from a city on the rise, we're
raising the bar and inviting 150 diaspora leaders to come
join us for the Belfast Homecoming 2015. We promise to
astonish and inspire you at every turn by introducing
you to the bridge builders and civic champions who are
transforming Belfast into a beacon of peace, prosperity
and diversity.
We promise that the busy three-day agenda of visits,
discussions and debates which we are lining up will
be productive and exhilarating but most of all it'll be
fun. And when you leave, you can be sure that your
partnership with Belfast is only starting.
Belfast is rolling out the red carpet, put 7th-10th October
2015 in your diary and come join us.
Máirtín Ó Muilleoir
Host | Belfast Homecoming 2015 | An Teacht Abhaile

Deloitte’s further investment of £30million in Belfast tells
the world that here in Northern Ireland we have the
skills, the wherewithal and the ambition to succeed in
globally competitive markets. The choice of Belfast for
this investment is significant, and was made in the face
of strong international competition.
Jackie Henry
Deloitte | Honorary Chair Belfast Homecoming 2015

We want to invite our friends in the Irish and
Ulster-Scots Diaspora to come join us at the Belfast
Homecoming 2015 so that together we can build a
better Belfast. Our hearts and our doors are open to all.
Sammy Douglas MLA
Honorary Chair Belfast Homecoming 2015

Written and designed by Belfast
Homecoming partners Deloitte and ASG
Colin Anderson OBE, Chairman and CEO of ASG, is an Honorary Chair of the
Belfast Homecoming 2015
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The inaugural Belfast Homecoming took place
in September in Belfast. It marked a new era of
co-operation between the people of Belfast and
those in the diaspora who hail from Belfast or
simply love the city and wish to build the peace.
The Belfast Homecoming brought together
150 civic leaders and 50 influential members
of the Irish diaspora to discuss how best to build
a better Belfast. Music, art, food, late night
Homecoming club, speeches and seminars,
all leavened with good humour, in venues
around the city stimulated the debate across
four days of events.
The energy, connections and enjoyment made
for a very successful time. Above and beyond
the friendships and memories made, the Belfast
Homecoming facilitated a series of pledges,
commitments and actions in relation to jobs,
tourism, education, arts, sport and social justice.

Honorary chairs of Belfast
Homecoming include:
Andrea Haughian, Invest NI USA
Geraldine Hughes, Actress
Jackie Henry, Senior Partner,
Deloitte
John J Reilly, Squire Patton Boggs
John O’Donoghue
Liam Lynch, Broadway.com
Marcus Robinson, Artist
Rep Mike Fitzpatrick
Sammy Douglas, MLA
Suzanne Aquino, Chain IQ
Colin Anderson OBE, ASG
Roisín McDonough, CEO Arts
Council NI
Tom McCusker, MD Tennents NI
Paul McErlean, MCE PR
Dan McGinn, Corporate Affairs
& Communications Manager,
NI, Ulster Bank
Tony McCusker, Chair CFNI
Howard Hastings, Chair NITB
Steve Lenox, Irish Network USA
Michael Graham, Titanic Quarter Ltd
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“I was thrilled to lead the
Diaspora delegation which
returned to Belfast for the
Homecoming 2014 and buoyed
up by the stories of enterprise,
innovation and endeavour
which I experienced at every
turn. Boston is proud to have
Belfast as a sister city and I look
forward to moving our cities
forward together.”
Marty Walsh, Mayor of Boston
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“Given the close ties of history,
heritage and home place
which unite Northern Ireland
and the United States, I was
delighted to see so many
Americans attend the Belfast
Homecoming 2014 to join the
conversation about building
bridges of peace, prosperity
and partnership between
our peoples.”

11

12

Greg Burton, Consul General,
US Consulate, Belfast

13

18

O1 The Belfast Community Gospel Choir
performing at the Pop-Up Banquet in
the Titanic Drawing Offices
O2 Mayor of Liverpool, Joe Anderson
O3 Mayor Marty Walsh and Minister for
Culture and Arts, Carál Ní Chuilín,
MLA
O4 Karen Delgado, former VP Marketing
Comms, Invest NI USA
O5 Steve Lenox, Irish Network USA,
Andrew Cowan NI Connections,
Lord Mayor Nichola Mallon, Seam
Moynihan, Irish Network Boston
O6 Máirtín Ó Muilleoir, Conference
Convenor

17

O7 Pat Benson and Sean Baker of
Sailor Town Regeneration
O8 Conor Houston and Catriona Hastings

15

O9 Jim Clerkin, President, Möet Hennessy
1O Rev. Bill Shaw, Duncairn Culture
and Arts Centre
11 The Belfast Youth Orchestra
12 Minister for Finance, Simon Hamilton,
MLA
13 Cllr Caoimhín MacGiolla Mhín and
Gerry Cappa
14 US Consul General Greg Burton
with Hilary and Colin Anderson
15 The Pop-Up Banquet at the Titanic
Drawing Offices
16 Colin Walsh, MD of Crescent Capital

16
14

17 Moira Loughran of Invest NI with
Belfast Business Top 50 honoree
Patrick McAliskey of NOVOSCO
18 Andrew Cowan, NI Connections
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A place to
meet together
Belfast Homecoming 2014 saw 50 influential
members of the Diaspora join with local civic
leaders in Belfast. These included politicians;
business leaders, community leaders, social
entrepreneurs and artists.

All these themes are relevant to
building a prosperous and peaceful
future for Belfast. Critically, the
discussion also asked questions of
what Belfast can give back to those
cities and regions in which the
diaspora now live and work in.
Deepening the relationship
Mayor of Boston, Marty Walsh
was a delegate at Homecoming
2014. The Mayor has valued
developing a relationship
with Belfast.
“In May of this year, we (Boston
and Belfast) signed a Sister Cities
agreement, Boston’s first in many
years. This partnership will support
cultural exchange, promote
tourism, and do more. We will forge
a strategic alliance in the global
economy, to advance our mutual
goal of widely shared prosperity.”

Appreciating the relationship
“What perhaps is new about our
relationship with the diaspora is
that in recent years we have come
to appreciate them more. We want
them to know that they are not
forgotten; that they are valued;
and that we wish them to
remain connected.”
Jimmy Deenihan, TD, and
the Irish Government’s Minister
for the Diaspora
Enjoying the relationship

Mayor of Boston
Marty Walsh

“Since I stepped off the plane, those
100,000 welcomes have probably
been 2 or 3 or 400,000 welcomes.
I have found Belfast to be an
incredibly warm city, a vibrant city,
things are happening here, culture,
arts, redevelopment, continued
movement towards peace and
reconciliation. There are also
business opportunities for both
sides of the ocean.”
Steve Lennox, President
of the Irish Network, USA.
Irish Minister for
the Diaspora Jimmy
Deenihan TD
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Belfast –
a city on the rise
“The message is only getting out now about
what a wonderful place Belfast is. There are
sentimental reasons but also logical financial
ones to invest here.” Marco Pagni,
Chief Global Counsel, Alliance Boots

• A growing city: Belfast’s
population has been growing
since 2001. A boundary change
for the Belfast Council area,
will see Belfast’s population
increase to over 333,000 in 2015.
The Belfast metropolitan area
population is almost 700,000;
• A connected city: two hours by
road or rail from Dublin, two
airports with direct flights to the
UK, Europe and North America;
• A youthful city: Belfast has the
highest proportion of children
and young people when
compared with Leeds, Liverpool
and Cardiff. With almost 19% of
people under 15 years of age
in 2011 it is one of the youngest
cities in Europe.
• A city with value-adding
jobs. There are almost 200,000
employee jobs in Belfast, with
clusters of activity related to
financial and insurance activities;
information and communication;
and professional, scientific and
technical activities;

• Belfast is a productive and
competitive city: on a per head
basis Belfast’s GVA (gross value
added) has been growing faster
than comparator cities;
• Belfast’s GVA growth has
been most acute in financial
and insurance services and
information and communication
services, both of which have seen
GVA growth of over 100% since
2001;
• Linked to Belfast’s growth
in financial, insurance,
communication and information
services is its success with
attracting Foreign Direct
Investment. Northern Ireland has
been the most successful region
in the UK, outside of London, in
attracting FDI.
• Belfast has attracted high profile
international brands such as
CitiBank, Fujitsu, HBO (Game
of Thrones), New York Stock
Exchange; Baker & McKenzie,
Deloitte, Allen & Overy.

“Belfast will grow more than
any other part of Ireland in
the next ten years. There is
tremendous potential…
and a tradition of enterprise
and a tradition of innovation.”
Jimmy Deenihan, TD,
Minister for the Diaspora
Key factors that make Belfast
competitive for investors include:
• the educated workforce
(including substantial higher
education base within the city);
• infrastructure and
communications;
• competitive wages;
• incentive packages;
• mature legal system; and
• a track record of satisfied
investors (75% of new investors
re-invest in Northern Ireland)
“Belfast and Northern Ireland have
unique qualifications that are
drawing in more private investors”
Liam Lynch, Member New York
Angels/Broadway.com
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A place of
creativity with an
ambition for more
In terms of investment in innovative
businesses “Ireland, north and south, is
definitely worth looking at. In Northern Ireland
I sense a greater hunger and willingness to
work with even earlier stage ventures. There
is a willingness to help cut through the red
tape. In addition there is high quality talent
at a price about half of what I would pay
in San Francisco.”
Séamus McAteer, Founder Datasanp.ie

Our friends from the Diaspora
attending Homecoming 2014
encountered Belfast and a region
which is rich with musicians, writers,
craftspeople, actors, designers and
programmers that can create and
support creative enterprise.
This creativity is blossoming and
becoming a key economic driver:
• Northern Ireland universities
produce just under 1000
graduates a year from
Creative Arts & Design
and Mass Communication
& Documentation;
• Queens University, University of
Ulster and the Northern Ireland
Science Park are consistently
producing leading edge research
and technologies;

• Northern Ireland has some 250
media production companies
delivering on a global stage;
• there is a regional strategy
to deliver a vision… “By 2020
Northern Ireland will be an
internationally acclaimed hub
of technological and creative
excellence in digital media –
developing and distributing
innovative digital media and
technologies to global markets.”
• Invest NI’s growth strategy for
the Digital Media Sector for
2013-2015 called ‘Taking Digital
Further’ articulates targets to help
deliver the ambitious growth.
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Van Morrison found his muse in
Belfast. Today you can walk the
Van Morrison trail along the streets
of East Belfast which inspired his
classic hits. Michael Longley and
Sinéad Morrissey are the city’s
poet laureates, Stephen Rea and
Geraldine Hughes its leading
lights of stage and screen, while
the burgeoning film industry is
attracting international stars like
Bill Murray and Tom Hanks.
The Lyric Theatre, An Chultúrlann,
the Grand Opera House and The
Mac have all enjoyed multimillion
pound investments in recent years
as jewels in the city’s artistic crown.
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US Diplomat Richard Haas took a break out from
chairing peace talks to attend Culture Night in
Belfast in 2013, enjoying an evening of operatic
drinking songs in the John Hewitt pub.
Culture Night, which attracted 40,000 revellers to
over 200 events was “simply wonderful”, he said,
adding: “Opera in a pub, what’s not to like?”
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Recognising
the special role
of art and culture
Photo Allan Tannenbaum

When I think of Belfast I think of hope,
creativity and light.”
Bronagh Lawson, artist and delegate
at Belfast Homecoming 2014.

The Belfast Homecoming 2014
delegates were treated to times
of performance, discussion and
debate hosted in the Duncairn
Arts and Cultural Centre, a
beautiful restored and reimagined
Presbyterian Church in the north of
the City and the wonderful art deco
Strands Arts Centre on the eastside
of the city.
These experiences offered delegates
a small window into the rich and
vibrant arts and cultural dimension
to Belfast, something that comes so
naturally to the island of Ireland,
and to this city. The role of art
and culture in regeneration is
recognised most clearly in a project
such as the Duncairn Arts and
Cultural Centre, described by Carál
Ní Chuilín, Minister for Culture, Arts
and Leisure as a “thriving economic
regenerator for an area badly
needing regeneration”.
The ambition for increasing the
presence of art and culture, and
specifically a new civic art gallery,
and its role in building the peace
was a key theme debated at the
Belfast Homecoming.

“We need art and a lot more of it in
a divided society. This new gallery
would be a window and a mirror
to our society.”

Marcus Robinson
in his NY studio

Paul McErlean
(Chief Executive, MCE PR)
Artists from Belfast and beyond
made a major contribution to the
Homecoming conversation. They
highlight that art and culture play
a role that goes beyond being an
economic driver.
Gearóid Ó hEara, Co-Cordinator
of Fleadh Cheoil na hÉireann
during Derry-Londonderry City
of Culture 2013, spoke movingly
of the challenges and successes
of integrating loyalist marching
bands into the event celebrating
Irish culture.
Xabier Paya, Director of DonostiaSan Sebastián, European City of
Culture 2016, brought a view from
a dynamic city also emerging
from conflict. He spoke of the of the
specific relevance of art and culture
for Belfast. Art events are “not just
a cultural celebration but about
social cohesion. Arts and culture
are vehicles for social cohesion –
to break down walls and barriers.”
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Strand Arts Centre
hosted a visit by our
international guests

Duncairn Culture and Arts
Centre in North Belfast hosted
the opening ceremony

A city rising to
its challenges
Homecoming 2014 did not shy away from
the difficult issues that Belfast and Northern
Ireland have faced and to a lesser degree
continue to face, in terms of the legacy of
conflict and societal divide.

The Homecoming discussions,
in the formal sessions and in the
informal conversations, focused
on positive solutions on how to
move forward, whether through
education, skills, jobs, culture
and learning from others.
“Kids should be taught
programming in primary schools.
We need to make sure our kids
are equipped for the jobs that
will be available to them.”
Tom Gray, Kainos.
“Incentivising work has to be a
priority – all young people should
have the opportunity to get into
meaningful and well-paid work.”
John Kyle, Belfast City Councillor.
“Belfast is developing fast however
we can learn from other cities who
are ahead of us on our journey.”
Ellvena Graham,
CEO Ulster Bank NI

Stories of positive change were in
evidence throughout the sessions.
“I’ve seen dramatic change since
I began to come to Belfast in the
late 1980s. Ten per cent of our
global technology employment
is in Belfast. Our team in Belfast
is right in the lead of forging new
capabilities for our customer base.”
James McGlennon,
Executive VP and CIP Liberty
Mutual Insurance, Boston
“We’ve created a global reputation
as a successful stage and film
production space. The growth of
our TV and film production in the
Paint Hall studios, for example
Game of Thrones 5 is shooting
at the moment.”

Diaspora delegates constantly
spoke of how dramatically Belfast
has changed. There remained an
urgency to keep looking forward.
Joe Anderson, Mayor of Liverpool
put it best: “I was talking to a taxi
driver about growth in the Titanic
Quarter. We agreed Belfast has to
keep pushing on the accelerator.
This is for our children and
grandchildren.”
Building on the relationships
and actions arising from the
Homecoming event, and indeed
participation in future Homecoming
events, will help sustain positive
momentum.

James Eyre, Commercial
Director at Titanic Quarter.
Alistair Adair, University of Ulster,
talking about the £250 million
university development that will
transform Belfast’s north city centre,
said “the decision by the University
of Ulster to move from Jordanstown
into Belfast city centre is a major
game changer.”
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A time to enjoy
the city and its
surroundings
When visiting Belfast there are always
other things to sample and enjoy.

Tourism
At Belfast Homecoming 2015,
we plan to set aside Saturday
10 October to allow our delegates
to enjoy the city and its hinterland.
Delegates can chose from A Game
of Thrones odyssey, the famous
Belfast Bred culinary tour, a day
on the links, or a day to explore
the evolution of the peace in
our neighbourhoods.
The sporting life

courses. Royal Portrush is due to
host The Open Golf Championship
in 2019.
Home from Home
On the final night of the Belfast
Homecoming, your hosts invite you
to join them in their homes to meet
their families, enjoy a hearty meal
and continue the conversation
about building golden bridges
between the city and our global
family.
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Delegates can also avail of the
opportunity to test some of the
world’s finest golfing challenges,
testing their skills on the very
courses that local major champions
Rory McIlroy, Graeme McDowell
and Darren Clarke, developed their
games. Close to Belfast are Royal
Portush and Royal County Down
golf courses, both regularly cited
near the top of the world’s top golf
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There are opportunities to
experience the sporting life of
the city and the region. The city
home to three major stadia for
Gaelic games, rugby and football.
Recently Belfast’s Titanic Quarter
hosted the Giro Big Start while other
international sporting events are
scheduled for coming years.
Belfast also boasts the fabulous
Belfast Giants ice-hockey team.

Photo christopherheaney.com
A Report on Belfast Homecoming 2014 | 17

Photo christopherheaney.com

Pledges and
partnerships
Ice Hockey Tournament

Irish Festivals

During a visit by Mayor Marty
Walsh to the Belfast Giants ice
rink in the Odyssey Arena, he
pledged to back efforts to bring a
US college ice hockey tournament
to Belfast. In October, the Mayor
hosted a meeting in his Boston
residence between Boston area
universities and the Giants, and
plans are now afoot to bring
four college teams to Belfast in
November 2015 — the first time
US college ice hockey will ever
have been played in Europe.

Artist Marcus Robinson has
received invites to attend Irish
festivals across the US and to
speak at US universities directly
as a result from contacts made
at the Homecoming.

Pro Bono Law Services
International jurists Ed Lynch
(Notre Dame), Tom Burke
(Colorado) and Brigadier
General Rick O’Meara have
offered Ulster University their
services pro bono to the
college’s law department.

Investment Mission
Steve Lenox, Co-President of Irish
Network USA has now returned
to the US with a proposition to
bring his nationwide network of
Irish-American professionals on
an investment mission to coincide
with the Belfast Homecoming 2015.

Investment in
Belfast Start-ups
Entrepreneur Liam Lynch, a
member of the New York Angel
network, continues to lead
discussions about investing in
a Belfast start-up while he has
also championed a partnership
between the entrepreneurial
ecosystem Gust.com and Belfast.

Launch on the
Stock Exchange
Arising from meetings at the
Belfast Homecoming between
Canadian gold mining company
Dalradian, a conference sponsor,
Homecoming Honorary Chair
Paul McErlean, and Andrew
Cowan of NI Connections, it
was proposed that the launch
of Dalradian on the AIM stock
exchange in London in December
2014 be complemented by a
celebration event for the Northern
Irish diaspora. The event on 2
December, the evening before
the float, attracted almost 100
key members of the Northern
Irish diaspora and was adjudged
a success by the company —
involved in mining the richest gold
deposits in the world in Co Tyrone
— and NI Connections.

Tour of Boston
East Belfast troubadour Kaz
Hawkins was invited to take
part in a tour of Boston by US
colleagues engaged through
the Homecoming and
associated festivals.
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Belfast is home to Titanic Studios
where Game of Thrones is shot, and
only a stone’s throw away from other
filming locations across Northern
Ireland including The King’s Road,
Winterfell, The Wall and Dragonstone.
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