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s principal sponsor, it is a great
pleasure and honour for us to
welcome you to this year’s
Blackboard Awards.
This is the fourth year of the
Blackboard Awards and we’re delighted
that they have gone from strength to
strength each year; they are indeed a
true a reflection of the sheer quality and
talent of the principals, teachers and
classroom assistants in schools right
across Belfast.
For us, the awards are an important
event in the calendar, they provide us
with an opportunity to recognise the
outstanding contribution that schools
and individuals make in inspiring and
encouraging our young people.
As a local bank, we are serious
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Action Mental Health (AMH) is a local
Northern Ireland based charity which

about investing in young people. We are
very proud of our partnerships with
Ulster Colleges GAA, Ulster Schools’
Cup and, more recently, the Northern
Ireland Schools’ Football Association.
These partnerships allow us to play our
part alongside teachers and coaches in
nurturing and developing local sporting
talent.
We also take our role in society
seriously and believe that children
should be encouraged to learn about
personal finance from an early age. It
not only benefits them later in life but
also contributes to a more prosperous
economy and society. That is why we
have developed our SMART Partnership
programmes which support children
and young people in becoming

works to enhance the quality of life
and the employability of people living
with mental ill-health or a learning
disability in Northern Ireland. AMH,
was set up 53 years ago and operates
across 11 locations delivering services
and projects to all members of our
communities. The charity helps
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approximately 2,500 people each
year through its recovery
programmes and another 16,000
through its outreach programmes.
Action Mental Health provides its
clients with opportunities,
encouraging them to adopt healthier
lifestyles and to widen their social

financially confident.
Our SMART Junior programme is
specifically designed to introduce the
topic of money to Foundation Stage, Key
Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 pupils. And our
SMART Partnership for post-primary
schools supports 13- to 16-year-olds
become more financially confident
through a range of cross-curricular
modules and resources delivered in
classrooms by our own staff.
On behalf of everyone at Danske
Bank, I commend all those nominated in
this year’s awards and wish you all the
very best.
Katherine Morrow,
Regional Manager,
Danske Bank
networks. The charity also provides
clients with the skills to build a better
future, set personal goals, develop
coping skills, re-engage with society
and become more employable.
Visit www.amh.org.uk/services/
for more information on our services
for children and young people.

ou’ll find out in the pages inside
just why it is that the best
teaching is about much more
than sums and tables and dates. I
found that out early – and here’s how.
At St Comgall’s Primary School in
Divis Street, our Principal, Mr O’Neill,
would send his secretary to every
class on Friday afternoon. Her mission
was to return with the two ‘best boys’.
She came at the same time every
Friday and as the big clock ticked
towards her arrival, with every
passing minute our behaviour
improved, until when the door finally
opened, all 32 of us not only had our
arms crossed – we also had one index
fingers on our lips.
We’d watch wide-eyed as the

Y

teacher slowly scanned the class and
occasionally – only occasionally – her
eyes would lock on mine and she’d
summon me forward. There was a
spring in my step as I made the short
walk with a classmate along the
cloistered corridor, the grass
rectangle to our right. Mr O’Neill sat
smiling as we entered, four grey
cardboard boxes of sweets on the
desk in front of him: strawberry bonbons; birds’ nests; liquorice allsorts;
brandy balls. The reward: to scoop as
many sweets as we could carry. The
condition: we had to leave one at a
time and exit the door with sweets
still in hand. The complicator: the
doorknob was not only slippery and
shiny, it was round.

I well remember the first time: the
desperate struggle to open the door
with my elbows and forearms, the
awful lurch of disappointment as
sweet after sweet hit the polished
floor. When I finally got the door open,
I looked back, horrified to see well
over half my treasure on the parquet,
and how vividly down through the
years I can see the plump, kindly face
of Mr O’Neill. Still smiling, but a little
more broadly.
From then on, I took my sweets with
one hand.
Robin Livingstone,
Group Editor,
Belfast Media Group

Photography: Mark Jones, Thomas McMullan, Design: Scott Silver.
This supplement is published by Belfast Media Group. Copies are available in pdf downloadable format at www.belfastmediagroup.com.
For additional print copies call Jacqueline O’Donnell on (048) 9060 6850 or email j.odonnell@belfastmediagroup.com

THE 2017 BLACKBOARD AWARDS 3

Niamh Cuffe
Martin McCaughan
Your school: CBS Glen Road.
www.cbsglenroad.com
Subject: Religious Studies
Your place of birth: Ballycastle.
Studied at: Cross and Passion College Ballycastle.
St Mary's University College Belfast.
First job: Aged 14, building site.
What it taught me: The value of money and the
meaning of hard labour, in addition it made me
realise the importance of listening, learning from
mistakes and not taking myself too seriously.
Family/status: Married with two beautiful children.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: The good you
do today may be forgotten tomorrow. Do good
anyway.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a
teaching career: Teaching is the best job in the
world, it constantly changes and you get to meet
the most amazing young people. Be open to
learning every day and when dealing with young
people ask yourself the question, ‘If this was my
son/daughter/niece/nephew how would I want
them to be treated?’ Always try to see the good in
people and above all strike a work/life balance.
grew up in a housing estate in Ballycastle, eldest
in a family of eight children. We went to the local
primary, I didn't do my 11-Plus and moved straight
to the local comprehensive. I was placed in the
bottom class on the basis of my postcode and not
my grades and hated school until I completed my
GCSEs. We were in receipt of free meals and I had a
grant to get me through university. This is not a sob
story, my upbringing was idyllic and each of these
experiences and any difficulties I faced have made
me the person I am today. I firmly believe that there
are no bad experiences in life, just difficult ones,
and if we can learn from these they will always
make us stronger. When I graduated from St Mary's
college I took up my first teaching job in London
and enjoyed every moment of it. For the past 20
years I have been at CBS and would not want to
work anywhere else. I work with the most amazing
staff, pupils and parents and I am constantly
amazed at the dedication, enthusiasm and resolve
of each group.

I
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Your school: Malone Integrated College.
Subject: English.
Your place of birth: Dublin.
Studied at: Queens University Belfast.
First job: Bartender.
What it taught me: Working behind a bar taught me the
importance of working hard, being polite to people and smiling...
all these skills are important as a teacher too!
Family/status: Single.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: 'You make the weather.’ As
teachers we're in a privileged position – we have control of our
classroom environment and it's up to us to make it a happy,
productive place.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching
career: People thinking of becoming a teacher should remember
that being a teenager can be hard, so it's important to be kind to
pupils, to have a sense of humour and try to see life from their
perspective. I’d also encourage them to make the most of the great
summer holidays!

n 2009 I joined Malone College as a student teacher... and I
haven't really left since! I was lucky enough to get a permanent
job in Malone and then become a Head of Department. The
school has been really loyal to me and given me lots of
opportunities over the years. Malone College is a great place to
work as a young teacher; you will be surrounded by passionate,
enthusiastic and caring professionals who are committed to
providing the best learning experience for young people.
My colleagues are an endless source not just professional
support, but also fun – I don’t think I’ve ever had a day in work
where I haven’t laughed; that’s important in any workplace. I think
it’s important for pupils to learn outside the classroom setting, and
I’ve been fortunate enough to accompany pupils on school ski
trips. These are highlights for me because you get to see a new
side to pupils and have some fun. Malone has also become a very
diverse school in recent years, making it a really exciting place to
work. I love that I get to teach pupils not only from different
communities in Belfast, but from all over the world.
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Patrick English
Your school: Malone Integrated College.
www.malonecollege.org.uk/
Subject: Careers.
Your place of birth: Bangor.
Studied at: Queen's University, Belfast.
First job: Pickie Family Fun Park.
What it taught me: Working at Pickie gave me a
great insight into dealing with the public. It taught
me that a positive attitude goes a long way and
how important it is to empathise with people. It
also taught me the value of patience.
Family/status: Married with two children.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: I was once told
you should always believe in your own ability. I
think this is true throughout many aspects of life,
but particularly in the teaching profession. At times it will seem
challenging, but hard work and belief can help to achieve many
things.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching
career: Stay positive – it will all be worth it! At times it can seem
overwhelming, but the positive experiences make up for all the
hard work.
grew up in Bangor before studying History at Queen’s. Having
achieved my degree I spent two years working and travelling in
Australia and South East Asia. I then completed a History PGCE
at St Martin’s College, Lancaster before moving to London where I
spent four years teaching. This gave me a great insight to the
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teaching profession as I had the opportunity to work in a private
school, an inner city comprehensive and a Fresh Start college.
I returned to Belfast in 2002 and have been teaching in Malone
Integrated College for fourteen years. I love working in the
integrated sector and the opportunities and challenges offered in a
school as culturally diverse as Malone College. We have a really
positive ethos that encourages students to strive for academic and
extra-curricular success.
I believe it is important to have a balanced life outside of school.
I enjoy travelling and spending time with my family. Sport has
always been important to me and I play cricket for Bangor Cricket
Club 1st XI. I also enjoy surfing, open water swimming and
running. Having completed my first triathlon last year, I hope to
take part in a few more this year.

Damien Coyle

Your School: CBS Glen Road.
www.cbsglenroad.com
Subject: Assistant Principal.
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: Queen’s University.
First job: Working in Wineflair at the top of the Whiterock
Road.
What it taught me: My mother was a firm believer in the
sentiment, ‘Never be afraid of a day’s work.’ I got my first job
at sixteen and have been lucky enough to have had a job of
some description ever since, from packing shelves to
washing dishes in the hospital while at university. Working
and work ethic is really important and something I always
reinforce with our students. It doesn’t matter what the job is.
Working will give you confidence, independence and the
opportunity to meet some great people.
Family/status: Married.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: In teaching every day is
a new start. We all at times make mistakes, both pupils and
teachers. As a teacher or pupil never be afraid to say you
were wrong, deal with the issues and move on. The key to
success in the classroom is the positive relationship
between you and the pupil – never let that break down.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a
teaching career: You are going into the best profession in
the world. You really can change young people’s lives and
life chances and with that comes huge responsibility. On any
given day you will be faced with a new challenge or
situation. Always approach it in the same way by asking
yourself a question: if this was my son or daughter, niece or
nephew how would I like them to be treated? What would
your expectations be? That’s how you approach the
situation. Teaching is the most rewarding career in the world.

Often a past pupil will come back and tell you that they are
the now the pilot, the doctor or the mechanic they always
wanted to be. When a pupil achieves the grades he didn’t
think possible or the student who simply says, ‘Thanks for
listening to me’ – these are some of the rewards you cannot
get from any other job.
started teaching in CBS in 1996 and have never worked a
day in another school. I am so proud of CBS and the boys
and girls who have come here and are here today. West
Belfast is a great community and every day I get to see these
amazing young people, the leaders of the future and it fills
me with pride.
As a pupil, I went to Corpus Christi College and my
experiences there shaped me as a teacher in many ways. I
always had a sense of pride in my community, a belief that
we were never second best. To the many teachers who
inspired me, I would like to say thanks.
Someone said once said that if every day feels like a Friday
then you know you are doing the right job. I know I’m doing
the right job. CBS is like a family, from the relationships with
our pupils and parents to how we treat each other as staff. I
wouldn’t be in the position I am in now without their support
and it has always been appreciated and always will be. I do
have a real family. I am married and have two wonderful
children, Damien and Eabha, who always take my mind off
school when it’s needed.
Educational provision in West Belfast is changing and as
we go into this period of change let’s make sure that we get
the very best for this community now and for future
generations. Let no-one tell us that things are not possible.
Our young people deserve the very best and it motivates me
every day to ensure we achieve this.
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The Staff, Pupils and Board of Governors
of Malone College would like to

CONGRATULATE

Niamh Cuffe
&
Patrick English

Christian Brothers’ School, Glen Road, Belfast
CBS is a school where family comes first.
We promote a nurturing environment which caters for the pastoral
and academic needs of every pupil. CBS tailors its curriculum to the
needs of each pupil and we pride ourselves in delivering a full
range of subjects and skills which are relevant to the modern work
place. We achieved 100% success at GCSE and were awarded
Outstanding by the ETI. This was due to the hard work of our
excellent students and teachers and the invaluable support of our
parents and the wider community.

The Board of Governors, staff,
pupils and parents of CBS
would like to congratulate
Damien Coyle and Martin McCaughan
on their Blackboard nomination.

On being nominated for a
Blackboard Award
Good Luck from all at the College

Malone College

45 Finaghy Road North, Belfast BT10 0JB
Telephone: 02890 381988
www.malonecollege.org.uk
Malone Integrated College |
@MaloneCollege
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Dan McGivern
Your school: Corpus Christi College,
Belfast.
www.corpus-christi-college.co.uk
Subject: Vice Principal/Science.
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: University of Ulster.
First Job: At age of 16, worked as
waiter in the Devenish.
What it taught me: Everyone has a
vital part to play in making every
organisation successful.
Family/status: Married with three
wonderful daughters.
Best advice anyone ever gave you:
‘A good education will change a
child's life, opening many doors to
the future.’
Best advice you could give
someone thinking of a teaching
career: Every child is special and

every child needs to be nurtured,
respected and supported during
their learning journey. As a teacher,
you will become part of a child's
life, promoting their unique gifts
and talents. A child should always
be treated as you would like your
own children treated. Being a
teacher is not a career but a
vocation.
have had the privilege of working
with children from West Belfast
for nearly 25 years. I started in St
Genevieve's High School as a
temporary Science teacher before
moving to my current school,
Corpus Christi College. From my
Science teacher position I moved on
to Head of Department then
eventually Vice Principal for
Pastoral and Curriculum. I am an
Associate Assessor with Stranmillis
College and currently Chair the
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Belfast Vice Principals' School
Improvement Team.
I have completed my Masters in
Education along with numerous
other postgraduate courses
including the Professional
Qualification for Headship. My
biggest sporting success was
representing my county at both
hurley and football.
To relax, I jog a lot and do
volunteer work with the RSPB. To
conclude, this has been an amazing
year in our school with our pupils
achieving outstanding GCSE grades,
the highest in our history, and it’s a
great honour to work with a staff
and Governors who go the extra
mile for our young children. I would
like to thank my wonderful wife
Deborah and my daughters for
always being there when I need
them most.

Heather Brown
Your school: Elmgrove Primary School.
Subject: Learning Support.
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: Orangefield Girls’ High School.
First job: Retail management.
What it taught me: My previous work experience taught me
many transferable skills. I developed good listening skills,
membership of a team and good communication skills. I also
developed management skills in delegating tasks, a skill which is
extremely useful in my current role. My first role in an
educational setting was to support children with reading and
writing. After a period of time as a general classroom assistant I
then completed ASD level 1 and 2 training, Safeguarding training
and Better Reading Partnership training. I currently use these
skills to support pupils on the spectrum and support reading
throughout the school.
Family/status: Divorced.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: My dad gave me the best
advice which I always remember and adhere to: 'Never judge a
book by its cover' and 'There are two sides to every story.’
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching
career: I recently gave my daughter this advice when she said
she was considering a career in teaching: Go for it!’ It is so
rewarding. Children teach you things about yourself that you may
not have noticed before. You gain so much from seeing children
learn and develop as individuals.
am a divorced mum of two girls. I worked in retail for 18 years
but my life changed when I started working in Elmgrove. When
I had a recent cancer scare the children I worked with in P7
sent me lots of cards and pictures. It was during the dark days
from diagnosis to surgery that the school community raised my
spirits and supported me.
After my initial temporary position in Elmgrove, I knew that this
was the career I wanted to follow. I was supported fully by the
then Principal Mr Hutchinson as I returned to college to study
English and Maths GCSE and also to undertake my NVQ 3.
Indeed, I was also accepted on placement in Elmgrove.
Although I enjoy working throughout the school, I have a real
love for working with Foundation Stage pupils. I hope to continue
my career and watch many children develop into independent
learners and happy members of our school community.

I
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Jean Walker
Your school: Elmgrove Primary School.
Subject: Learning Support.
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: University of Ulster.
First job: Flight attendant.
What it taught me: I developed an awareness of the
importance of being a good team player. In addition I
acquired a high level of organisational skills and the ability to
work with a diverse range of the population. Furthermore, I
increased capacity for using my initiative and presenting as
calm and in control regardless of the situation. Above all I
developed a high level of patience.
Family/status: I am married to Stephen and have three
beautiful children, Dean. Jade and Megan.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: To treat everyone with
equality and respect.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching
career: To be aware of the level of commitment required in
the education system of today. This is a vocation and a
privileged career to be a part of.
am a Learning Support Assistant and have the privilege of
working with a number of pupils with a range of needs. I
support a child on a one-to-one basis for the first part of
the day before moving to support learning and emotional
challenges. I have been trained by Middletown Centre for
Autism in Attention Groups and I facilitate a number of these
groups throughout the week. Moreover, I have completed the Elkon speech and language programme and the Better Reading
Partnership training. This enables me to support children in the development of their literacy skills.
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Brenda Davison
Your school: St Genevieve’s High
School.
www.stgenevieves.org.uk
Subject: Irish/Sociology.
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: St Louise’s Comprehensive
College and Queen’s University Belfast.
First job: I have only ever taught in one
school – St Genevieve’s High School in
West Belfast – and this is my 28th year
teaching there. I was, however, a child
prodigy, teaching Irish and Sociology
since I was appointed!
What it taught me: Teaching has
taught me a lot more than I have ever
taught my pupils. In fact, I have learnt a
lot from them. I have learned so many
things about myself, other people and
the world around me, not least how to
treat and work with others – both the
children I serve and my colleagues.
Teaching has taught me never to take
things for granted as life is
unpredictable and never to
underestimate a child’s ability. It has
taught me the need to plan but also the
need to go with the flow. I have learned
that there’s a time to project my voice
and a time to listen. Teaching has
taught me a love for learning, the need
to constantly self-improve and that I’m
accountable for what happens in my
classroom. I have learned that it’s okay
to say if I don’t know the answer as I’m
still a learner too. Finally, my daily life

as a teacher has taught me that I made
the right decision to become a teacher
because I love helping young people to
be the best that they can be and
instilling in them a sense of their own
worth and loyalty to their school and, as
an Irish teacher, a love of our native
language and cultural heritage.
Family/status: I am one of three
children. Fortunately, my parents are
still alive. They have always been a
great support to me. I have never
married and have no children of my
own.
Best advice anyone ever gave you:
One of my own teachers told me:
‘Believe in yourself – you have the
power to change your life!’ and a tutor
at Queen’s reminded me: ‘Be yourself –
an original is always worth more than a
copy.’ These are words which have
stuck with me over the years and are
words which I often use to my own
pupils today. A favourite piece of advice
I often give myself is: 'If your ship
doesn't come in, swim out to it, as this
life isn't a practice'. I am a firm believer
in grabbing life with both hands.
Best advice you could give someone
thinking of a teaching career: It’s a
rewarding but very tough job and not
something you should just drift into, but
if you really want to make a difference
in the lives of children, through helping
them realise their potential, then it’s the
job for you. Be prepared to be
frustrated, to be amazed, to feel proud,
to feel despondent, that it's the worst
job in the world, that it's the best job in

the world – but no matter what each
day brings, you will never surpass that
feeling when you see that your hard
work has paid off and that the child to
whom you were trying to give roots and
wings has finally taken flight. Teaching
is a privilege – enjoy it!
studied A-Levels in Irish, English
Literature and History at school and
loved each of them with a passion. I
had always wanted to be a teacher since
I was a child and so applied to study
Celtic Studies and English at Queen's.
After some pressure, I almost changed
to doing Law instead but followed my
heart – I knew once I'd started my joint
honours degree that I'd be happy and
wouldn't change my mind and that's
exactly what happened.
Following my degree, I completed a
Masters Degree in Anglo-Irish Studies,
combining my love of Irish and English
by writing a dissertation on Irish poetry
that had been translated into English by
20th century Anglo-Irish writers. 1988
saw me start the PGCE and the
following year I applied for a job
teaching Irish and GCSE Business
Studies or Sociology in St Genevieve’s
High School. Luckily, I got it. I
completed another Masters degree in
1997, this time in Education and PQH
(NI) in 2005. 28 years on, I am
privileged to say that I am still teaching
Irish and Sociology to A-Level in the
school and proud of all my past pupils,
especially those who are also Irish
teachers now.
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Over the past 50 years, St Genevieve’s school has provided for
generations of girls of all-abilities in the greater Andersonstown
area. By attending this school and learning through high
quality education, our pupils are afforded opportunities to which
they are fully entitled. This culminates in exceptional academic
achievement at all levels. Academic success is only one
measure of the value added to a pupil from the period of time
she is in our care. Our mission of “Realising Potential
Together” means that we strive to educate our girls in
preparation to take their place in society as rounded adults,
equipped for the challenges life will present.

The Board of Governors, Staff and Pupils congratulate

Mr Dan McGivern
on his nomination for the Blackboard Awards.
We wish him success and we are delighted to celebrate
this award alongside the numerous other recent successes
for Corpus Christi College.

One of the school’s many strengths a committed staff who give
of themselves at every opportunity for the good of our girls.
On this occasion we are especially proud of Miss Davison and
this Blackboard Award is well deserved.

I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the work
and dedication of all our staff, parents and pupils whose loyalty
and commitment will ensure that
St Genevieve’s endures for the next 50 years.
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Dara Mac Coille
Maura McNally
Your school: Holy Cross Girls' Primary School.
www.holycrossgirls.com
Subject: Primary.
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: Holy Cross Girls', St Gemma's
High School, St Mary's Teacher Training
College.
First job: Teaching in St Gemma's High
School.
What it taught me: I started my first teaching
job the year I left college and I soon realised
that it was okay not to be perfect but it was
important to listen to the sound advice of
those you respected and to look and learn
from others.
Family/status: Married to Francis and we
have three grown-up children: Christine,
Stephen and Denise.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: My mum
always said: 'Make everyone you meet feel
like somebody and treat others as you would
want to be treated yourself.’ In teaching the
best advice I had was: 'If you put the good of
the children at the heart of all the decisions
you make you have done the best you can.’
Best advice you could give someone

thinking of a teaching career: Being a good
teacher won't be easy, it takes hard work and
determination but it will always be worth it.
You have the ability to change children's
lives – don't waste it.
grew up in North Belfast where I attended
Holy Cross Girls' PS and St Gemma's High
School before moving on to third-level
education in St Mary's Teacher Training
College from which I graduated with a B Ed in
English. My first teaching position was back in
St Gemma's High School where I taught
English and Commercial subjects. I loved
every minute of my time there. After nine
years I transferred to Holy Cross Girls' PS to
teach P3, P6 and then P7. I became Vice
Principal in 2006 and took up the post of
Principal in 2009. I thoroughly enjoy working
in North Belfast and especially in Holy Cross
Girls’. Working with such a wonderful staff,
children and parents makes it a very
rewarding experience. I am passionate about
bringing the best educational experiences to
the children in my home parish and love the
job I do.

I

The Staff, Pupils and
Governors of
St. Patrick’s Primary
School congratulate
Mairead Rooney
On her Blackboard
Award Nomination

“TOGETHER
WE SHINE”
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Your school: Coláiste Feirste.
www.colaistefeirste.com
Subject: Digital Technology.
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: University of Ulster.
First job: Selling shoes in the old Co-op.
What it taught me: Customers go crazy for a
bargain
Family/status: Married.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: Learn as
if you were to live forever.
Best advice you could give someone
thinking of a teaching career: Explore new

educational opportunities.
am one of six sons to Joe and Margaret
Woods. I am married to the most wonderful
woman, Bridgin. We have four great
children raised in Glengormley. We are active
members of St Enda's GAC. We helped found
Naíscoil and Gaelscoil Éanna. I have worked in
Coláiste Feirste since 2000 and haven't
missed a day's work. I only get sick on
holidays! I enjoy family, computers and sports
and hope to attempt an ‘Iron Man’ triathlon
this summer.
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Mairead Rooney
Your school: St Patrick's P.S Belfast.
www.stpatricksps.com
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: Little Flower.
First job: Retail.
What it taught me: It really taught me
about the importance of teamwork. It
also taught me that I had a flair for
creating displays – something I really
enjoy doing in work.
Family/status: Single.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: The
best advice I've been given is to always
try to stay positive, try my best (I can't
do any better than my best) and to
accept that I can't change things that are
out of my control. To focus on what I
have and what I can do rather than what
I can't do.
Best advice you could give someone
thinking of a teaching career: As a
classroom assistant I couldn't really
advice teaching staff but as a c/a I
would say it is a totally rewarding, fun
but sometimes challenging job. You need
to be observant, think on your feet, be flexible, be fair and to be a person who is very
confidential.
am a 46-year-old mother-of-one. I've been working as a classroom assistant in St Patrick's
P.S. For the last seven years. I have four sisters and lots of nieces and nephews. We are all
very close and spend a lot of time together. My interests include creative crafts, I get bored
very easily and love to make things. I also enjoy going for long walks (power walking), reading ,
shopping, going out for meals and the occasional night on the town.
I would consider my self to be a positive person, I'm thoughtful and considerate of other
people and their feelings. I'm a very confidential person both in my work and home life – it's a
quality I always look for in other people. I'm a very patient person, I've told many times I have
the patience of a saint – something I think you need when you spend a lot of your day
surrounded by children.
My downside? Computers and technology – I feel like I've only grasped something then –
pop – the world has moved on to something else. I rely on my 26-year-old to help me keep up to
date.
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Lynsey Patton
Your school: Blythefield Primary School.
www.blythefieldps.co.uk
Subject: Primary 6 and 7 (all curricular areas).
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: Stranmillis University College.
First job: Customer advisor at Index Retail Limited.
What it taught me: I worked in retail while completing my degree
and I quickly learned the importance of customer care and I greatly
enjoyed working with members of the public. My 'people skills' were
definitely developed by working in the retail industry as I learned
how to cater to a wide variety of clientele and worked with
colleagues of all ages and backgrounds.
Family/status: Single.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: From a young age growing up
my mum always advised me: ‘Aways do what you feel is your best in
every situation and anything more than that is a bonus.’ I pass this
advice on to my pupils, especially those who are sitting the AQE.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching
career: Teaching is not a job but a vocation, you have the ability to
reach little hearts and forever change little lives. If you really have a
drive for teaching you will find it incredibly rewarding. ‘Every child
deserves a champion: an adult who will never give up on them, who
understands the power of connection and insists they become the
best they can possibly be.’ Keep your expectations high and
celebrate every individual achievement, recognising how much
effort it has taken to get there.

Teachers are not perfect. Teachers are not machines.
Teachers make mistakes. Teachers need encouragement.
Teachers need compassion. Teachers need help at times.
Teachers need other teachers. And that’s okay.
hen I joined Blythefield Primary School in 2010 I instantly
recognised Blythefield as a child-centred school, where
pupils are accepted, appreciated, nurtured and challenged
according to their individual needs. I am further privileged to work
within an innovative, dynamic team and I pay tribute to my
inspirational Principal, Mrs Catherine Roulston, who is a true leader
and a joy to work with. I feel very fortunate to have spent seven
years of my career in such a positive and enthusiastic environment,
where we as a team ensure that every pupil is cared for and reaches
their full potential.
The past few years have been a whirlwind of positive development
and growth in our school. I am not someone who shies away from a
challenge and with a determined attitude under my belt I played a
pivotal role in the development of many changes, with a particular
focus on emotional development, computer coding, health and
fitness and developing interpersonal skills.
I am truly happy and honoured to be part of Blythefield Primary
School, working with our excellent pupils, parents, community
members and staff who encourage, motivate and challenge me
daily, doing the job I love. My infectious love for learning I hope has
inspired many of my pupils and colleagues.

W

Anne O’Prey

our time, we as teachers need to be authentic role models for
lifelong learning. Teaching is a vocation not a job – it is the
most rewarding and satisfying but challenging job.

Your school: St Colmans Primary School.
www.stcolmanslambeg.com
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: St Mary’s College, Belfast
First job: I subbed around various schools for a year before I
was appointed a teacher in St Colman’s Primary.
What it taught me: To be flexible, versatile and open to new
challenges.
Family/status: Single.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: My first Principal said it
was always important to see things from a child's perspective
and although it’s nice to be important it's more important to be
nice. It is essential to start each day afresh as most children
will not remember what you taught but how you treated them.
A child's concentration is only their age times two so you have
to restart and refresh your lessons frequently, especially with
younger children.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching
career: It’s important to ensure that every child feels valued
and is happy so every day make sure you greet each child with
a smile and welcome them into the classroom. It is essential
that you remember that all children don't come from the same
home as you and it is important to make them feel more
secure, loved and respected before they can even begin the
process of learning. The school and your classroom will be a
sanctuary for some children. Be open as a teacher to learning

have been teaching at St Colman's for over 30 years, mainly
in Foundation Stage, with most of my years spent teaching
Primary 1s. I have loved being a teacher in St Colman's, it has
been a great privilege and honour to have been involved in the
education of roughly 800 children throughout my career. It is
lovely to now see parents that I taught many years ago
returning with their own children to start their journey through
life in our school. As a teacher of P1 children I think you witness
the greatest growth and change in a child from the minute they
start P1 through their first year at school. I think it’s important to
celebrate each child's achievements and therefore I email
photographs of my pupils when they have succeeded at
something in class so that their parents can be involved in their
success. This is a very important way to reinforce the
connection between home and school. I feel as a P1 teacher it is
my responsibility to provide children at this stage with a solid
foundation which will be further developed by my colleagues as
they progress through our school.
Outside of school life I play a little golf – weather
permitting – and love visiting galleries to look at and
sometimes buy local artists’ work. I love Pilates as a way to
practice relaxation and to chill out after a busy week teaching.
It really is a great honour to even be considered for an award
like this. I would like to think that in some small way I have
made some slight difference in the lives of the children I have
taught in my long career over the past 30 years.

I

new things, be it new theories about learning or embracing
new technology. Always reflect, could that lesson have gone
better or what could I change to make it more interesting?
Because life has become so busy with increasing demands on

Alvina Sousa Ua Bruadair
M

Your school: Gaelscoil na bhFál.
Gealscoil na bhFál : www.gealscoileanna.ie
Your place of birth: Guaraí, Brazil.
Studied at: In Brazil Raimundo Alencar, in Ireland TEFL
in Queen;s University, Belfast Met and University of
Ulster.
First job: Parish and Diocese Secretary in Brazil; In
Ireland Special Needs Classroom Assistant Gaelscoil na
bhFál.
What it taught me: It taught me that 'to serve and to
help ' – although a very short lesson – is the greatest
thing a person can do for another.
Family/status: Married.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: My father used to
say to me: ‘Don't let anybody annoy you, always look to
the positive side of every situation as well as everyone’
and that is how I try to live my life.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a
teaching career: I would say always make sure that
every single person counts equally by asking yourself if
your lesson has reached everyone in your class.

y name is Alvina Sousa Ua Bruadair and I am
the proud mother of three girls. While I live in
Belfast, I was born in the Amazon region of
Brazil in a small rural town called Guaraí. After meeting
my Irish husband I came to live in Andersonstown in
1999. I only spoke Portuguese at that time and I set
about the challenging task of learning English and then
Irish, meanwhile having babies. I undertook some
courses including GCSEs, key skills in Computer,
Community Interpreting, NVQ Level 3 in Child Care and
a Diploma in Irish.
I have been working in Gaelscoil na bhFál since 2009
as a special needs classroom assistant. Although I have
been working so long as a classroom assistant I think it
is my ideal job, I enjoy working with the children
because they all have different personalities. making
the job that little bit challenging, interesting and fun
even when they are misbehaving, and it also leaves me
plenty of time to work in other areas around the school
as well as giving a helping hand here and there to my
work colleagues.
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Gerry Mc Veigh
School: St Colman's Primary School.
stcolmanslambeg.com
Subject: Former Principal.
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: St Joseph's College, Trench House.
First job: St Bride's Primary School, Belfast.
What it taught me: My first teaching post taught
the values of the Three Ps, i.e. you should always
be punctual, prepared and professional. I also
learned very quickly that children are very
unpredictable and as such you should always have
a plan B, just in case.
Family/status: Married.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: I worked under
a Principal in St Brides who instilled in his staff the
value of enjoying teaching and not simply treating
it as a job. That mantra has stayed with me during
the 38 years I was in the profession and I can say
without fear of contradiction that I loved every year
I was a teacher.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of
a teaching career: Don't even contemplate going
into teaching unless you enjoy working with
children.
started my teaching career in St Bride's PS
Belfast in 1978 and I taught there for 17 very
happy years. My four children attended the
school and they all received an excellent education.
My postgraduate study included a DASE and an
M.Ed ,(both from Queen’s) in the area of
Educational Management. On completion of my
studies and having taught for quite a lengthy spell
in the one school, I decided to apply for a
Principal’s post and in 1995 I was appointed
Principal of All Saints PS in Ballymena where I
spent six great years.
A combination of long hours travelling to work as
well as a little homesickness inspired me to apply
for a position closer to home. In 2001 I was
appointed to St Colman's PS Lambeg where I was
Principal for 15 years. During that time I worked
with the most fantastic children, staff, parents and
governors. I had the responsibility of overseeing a
new school building which is the most fabulous
asset for the Parish of Derriaghy for future
generations to come. On retirement in June 2016, I
was referred to as a people-friendly Principal.
Perhaps this goes back to the advice my first boss
gave me.
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Miriam Donnan

School: Fleming Fulton School.
www.flemingfulton.org.uk
Subject: Business Studies, Maths, ICT.
Your place of birth: Portavogie.
Studied at: Stranmillis University College.
First job: My first permanent job was in
Mitchell House School in Belfast, a coeducational special school for pupils with
physical disabilities.
What it taught me: When I was appointed
to my post in Mitchell House it was a
dream come true. I have always aspired to
teach pupils with special educational
needs. The post was a challenging one and
as a new graduate I had a lot to learn, but
during my seven years with the school I
realised how privileged I was to be
working with these inspirational young
people. Many of them overcome extreme
physical challenges in a truly inspiring
way. Their engagement, motivation and
sense of achievement was hugely
rewarding and in turn motivated me each
day to think of creative ways help them
learn and fulfil their hopes and ambitions.
Family/status: Single.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: As a
young teacher I was advised to ‘Get to
know your pupils, really know them.’ Over
the years I have tried to do this by finding
out and remembering significant things
that are important to each pupil,
remembering the name of their dog or
what they are doing next weekend. I’ve
used this information in many situations
and I’ve found the pupils know you care
when you genuinely take an interest in
them.
Best advice you could give someone
thinking of a teaching career: Keep

pupils and their learning at the forefront of
every decision and attitude. This will
motivate and steer their experience and
the pupil outcomes will reflect your
ambition.
fter concluding my secondary
education at Glastry College I
completed a Bachelor of Education
Honours Degree at Stranmillis University
College in 2005.
My teaching career started with two
temporary positions, each lasting for one
year, during which time I knew that my
heart lay in Special Needs. I commenced
my first permanent job in Mitchell House
School in 2007 and remained there for
seven years. During my final year in
2013/2014, I was promoted to the position
of Acting Vice Principal before taking my
current post of Vice Principal in Fleming
Fulton School. Also in 2014 I completed
the Professional Qualification of
Headteachers PQH(NI).
I was greatly privileged to be awarded
the Gold Plato for ‘Special Needs Teacher
of the Year’ at the Pearson Teaching
Awards in 2015. It was an honour to be
nominated by a pupil and her mum for this
UK award, although when the judging
panel came to school to make their
assessments, it was quite nerve-racking.
I thoroughly enjoy my job, including the
challenges! I also enjoy being creative for
each pupil to enable them to overcome
physical/emotional challenges and am
dedicated and committed to helping
children learn and fulfill their ambitions.
My goal is to make a difference in every
child's life.

A

Kathleen Connolly
Your school: Edmund Rice College.
www.edmundricecollege.co.uk
Subject: Home Economics.
Your place of birth: Belfast
Studied at: Ulster University Coleraine and Liverpool John Moores
University.
First job: Sales assistant in Safeways, Westwood Centre, Belfast.
What it taught me: I loved my job in Safeway’s due to dealing with
the public on a daily basis. No two days were the same. I met many
members of the local community and I got to know them on a
personal basis while listening to their problems as I packed their
shopping. This job taught me to treat others with respect and that a
smile can go a long way. The job helped me to develop my
communication skills as I was a person who used to get very
nervous and lacked confidence at times. I worked in retail for six
years from the age of 16 to 22 while studying for my degree and
PGCE.
Family/status: Single.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: The best advice I ever got was
from my parents. They always encouraged my siblings and me to
be ourselves and always try our best. I always encourage my
students to try their best in everything they do.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching
career: The best of advice I could give someone who is thinking of
teaching is do it! Obviously as a teacher I encourage anyone who is
genuinely interested to take the step and find out about the job. My
main advice to anyone would be to find out what you really want to
do and go for it. It mightn’t happen overnight but it is worth
persevering with. Teaching is not just a job it is a vocation. I love
teaching even though it has its difficult days – the highs definitely
outweigh the lows. I have just brought my first form class through
from Year 8 to Year 14 and I have watched them grow from young
boys to mature adults. I have so many memories of them that I will
never forget. One of the most positive aspects of taking a form
class through from Year 8 to 14 is that not only do you get to know
the students but also in many instances their parents and
guardians.
qualified as a teacher in June 2008. My first full time teaching
appointment was in Edmund Rice College in September of the
same year. I was given the opportunity of setting up the home
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economics department at this time and although this was a
daunting task I feel I have risen to the challenge.
Since 2008 the department has developed at a steady pace from
initially starting off with KS3 introductory lessons it is now at a
stage where students can access the subject at KS4 and post-16.
The students respond enthusiastically to the subject as well as
obtaining relevant qualifications, they also develop essential life
skills. Evidence of this is shown in the work they carry out with the
school community and general public, e.g. lunches for staff, bun
sales, MacMillan Coffee Morning and the Great ERC Bake Off. I also
get great pleasure in working with the boys outside of the
classroom as I have coached the junior hurling teams and I get
involved in any extracurricular activities. Outside of school I love to
bake, cook and I am a great supporter of Rossa GAC as I used to
play camogie for a number of years.

Chris McAtee
Your school: Edmund Rice College, Glegormley.
www.edmundricecollege.co.uk
Subject: ICT.
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: St Patrick’s College, Belfast and St Mary’s
University College, Belfast.
First job: Waiter/chef in a pizza restaurant.
What it taught me: I worked in a pizzeria local to me for about
seven years – during my A-Level and university years. I would
have worked most weekends when it was incredibly busy. I
think this job taught me how to cope in a busy environment,
which a school definitely is. But it also taught me the
importance of teamwork and getting along with your
colleagues. The shifts tended to be from the evening into the
early night and this was a part of the job I didn’t like. I knew
then that my future job wouldn’t involve working nights.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: I have been lucky in this
regard, as I’ve always been surrounded by people who could
give me good advice. I have two older brothers and an older
sister and they would have been great role models for me
growing up and would have placed great value on their
education. My parents taught me the importance of working

hard and ‘sick days’ weren’t allowed in our house.
When I was in Year 8 or 9 in secondary school my English
teacher told me that I needed to read more in order to improve
my grades, and he even went as far as recommending books to
read. I did this, and have been a keen reader since. I have no
doubt that this piece of advice was critical in me going on to
gain good grades at GCSE and A-Level.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching
career: I think that there are a lot of people put off the
teaching profession because of a lack of jobs and competition
for jobs in Northern Ireland. However, I would encourage
anybody who has a desire to become a teacher to go for it.
Teaching is a job that can take you anywhere in the world and
I’d encourage newly qualified teachers to go explore and teach
in other parts of the world.
I would also advise any teacher to create lessons they will
enjoy themselves. There are times that I will create a project for
students to complete, or introduce a new activity to the ICT
Club in school, and really look forward to teaching it, as I get a
lot of enjoyment from it as well. When students see that the

teacher is passionate about the subject they will respond
positively to that.
trained to be a teacher at St Mary’s University College,
Belfast. I loved every minute of being there and made some
great friends, many of whom I’m still in contact with. During
my time at St Mary’s I was able to go on two exchange
programmes, studying at both Leuven University, Belgium, and
Tusculum College, Tennessee. These were great experiences
and gave me a real desire to travel more.
After graduating from St Mary’s I taught in St Patrick’s
College, Bearnageeha and then in a private school close to
London, where I taught a few celebrities’ children. Teaching in
a private school was a totally different world and very different
to any school I’d been to or come across.
For the past three years I’ve taught in Edmund Rice College,
and really enjoy it. It’s a very exciting time to be part of the
school, as the school is to become co-educational in
September 2017 and last year saw the best set of GCSE and ALevel results in the history of the school.

I
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Philip Monks
Your school: Lisnasharragh Primary School.
www.lisnasharraghps.com
Subject: Principal.
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: Stranmillis University College.
First job: Teacher in a Bangor primary school. I have been
Vice-Principal in two primary schools and an adviser with the
South Eastern Education and Library Board.
Family/status: Married with two children.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: ‘Approach all tasks in a
professional manner.’
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching
career: Gain as much experience as possible working with
children in as many different contexts as possible.
began teaching in Grange Park Primary School, Bangor.
Other posts have included Vice-Principal in two different
primary schools and a primary sector adviser within the
South Eastern Education and Library Board. I am currently
Principal of Lisnasharragh Primary School in south-east
Belfast. The school has been involved in the Active Travel
Programme for the last five years. Through this initiative we
have promoted safe cycling for all members of the family. We
have two Active Travel events each term including cyclists'
breakfasts, bike maintenance days, and cycles along the
Comber Greenway. Some of the senior children have received
on-road safe cycling training which has been very worthwhile.
With the support of the Sustrans Active Travel team this has
been a very successful initiative. It is an important part of our
aim to promote a healthy lifestyle, along with healthy eating
and a wide variety of sports and exercise programmes.
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Catherine Rennick
Your school: St Rose's Dominican College.
strosess.org
Subject: SEN Classroom Assistant.
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: St Genevieve's High School.
First Job: Retail assistant.
What it taught me: The importance of education to have
options for the future. My educational attainment limited my
options for employment opportunities when I left school.
Through this job I learned the meaning of hard graft and the
reality of working life and dealing with the public. I was never
satisfied in this role – there was always something missing
and I now know that is the relationship I have with the
children I'm working with and the difference I'm making to
their lives in school. It also taught me to encourage my
children to make education their priority and to do thier best –
thought this was different for each of them – so they could
chose their path in life and am proud to say they are three
successful people happy on their individual paths.
Family/status: Married mother of three.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: Follow your dreams, it'll
be hard work but it'll be worth it!
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching
career: Do it! A career in education definitely has its
challenges, children are unpredictable as are thier various
issues and the problems they can present with, but if you
really want to be involved in education and teaching children
it is the most rewarding profession to be in. From a personal
perspective working with children particularly in a teaching
role allows you to be creative both in terms of the atmosphere
and approach you take with the children in your own
classroom but also in terms of the teaching methods you
use – the freedom in a teaching career is exciting and I have
been in many a lesson where I am totally engrossed, never
mind the children. Thinking back I would have loved to have
been a teacher but I enjoy the engaging learning environment
they create on a daily basis.
am both proud and touched to have been nominated for
this award. As much as I can see the difference I make to
the girls I work with in terms of their progress in their
subjects, as well as socially and emotionally, it is gratifying to
know that my colleagues appreciate and value the work I do. I
thoroughly enjoy my job and respect my colleagues and the
team I work with in St Rose's.
I am passionate about the progress of my pupils – they are
all 'my' pupils, regardless if they are ever in the classroom
with me or not. I relish the unique relationship I can build with
the girls and like watching them grow into wonderful young
women that West Belfast can be proud of. I am proud of the St
Rose's girls and am amazed at thier many talents and
achievements. We do have our challenging days and there are
times when a job in Marks and Spencers seems like a better
option, but when I feel like that there is always one child who
makes me remember why I love being a classroom assistant
and that gives me the strength (and sometimes the patience) I
need to rise to the challenge and live to fight another day.
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Deborah Crowther
Your school: Breda Academy.
www.breda.academy
Subject: Science/PTA Co-ordinator/Assistant CIEAG Coordinator/Assistant Timetabler.
Your place of birth: Belfast,
Studied at: Carolan Grammar School, Queen’s University,
DeMontfort
First job: As with so many students, my first job was in retail.
Naming no names but I had orange and white checked
polyester overalls.
What it taught me: I was lucky enough to experience positive
and effective management and learn the difference that could
make to morale and output. The Managing Director once sat
beside me on a kerb outside the shop weeding and said he
would never ask anyone to do anything that he wasn’t
prepared to do himself.
I had the privilege of working in a great team where everyone
wanted to do their best. Everyone enjoyed their time in work
and socialised together outside work.
I also used this time to learn to budget and value my
independence. My parents had the house rule that we would
contribute one third of our wages to the house, save one third
and spend one third.
Family/status: Divorced but with a lovely partner who has five
children (and great patience).
Best advice anyone ever gave you: There are so many it is
hard to choose. I suppose my mantra has always been, ‘You
are never too old to learn something new.’ This comes from my
dad. He had left school as soon as he could and had to go
back to college to get qualifications in English and Maths
when we were young. I was over 30 when I started my degree
and will be 50 next year when I finish my Masters in
Educational Leadership.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching
career: Look after yourself. I always think about the safety
instructions on a plane, ‘Always put on your own life jacket
before helping others.’
When you start teaching you learn all the things you should
do in an ideal classroom in an ideal school on an ideal day
and think you need to do that every lesson. Remember that
20 per cent of the work you do will yield 80 per cent of your
results. Work smarter by sharing resources and focus on
evidence-based teaching and building positive relationships
with your colleagues and your pupils. If you are overly tired
and grumpy your pupils will pick up on it. If you are off
school sick you can’t help anyone.

think of myself as someone with a positive outlook tempered
with effective back-up plans. As Elbert Hubbard, or was it
Forest Gump, once said, ‘If life gives you lemons, make
lemonade.’ I was not a natural academic at school but relied on
determination and hard work to succeed. I try to inspire that
ethic in the young people I teach.
I initially trained in Non-Destructive Testing, moved to
England to get experience and then returned home to the
shipyard where I worked my way up to be Quality Manager.
When threatened with redundancy I sold my house, went parttime, completed a degree in Physics with Astro-physics,
completed a PGCE and then began teaching.
I was appointed Head of Department (Science) in January
2007. In 2015, unfortunately, I lost my post as part of an
amalgamation. I have used this setback to open new and
exciting doors. I have gone back to Queen’s, started a PTA in
school, mentored Year 12 pupils, got involved in the CEIAG
programme and am about to learn to timetable.
I can sum up my career with one word: resilience. I can only
hope that has rubbed off on my students too.
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Elaine Loughran
Your school: Mercy Primary School.
www.mercyprimary.org.uk
Subject: Principal.
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: St Mary's University College.
First job: My first teaching job was at Holy
Family Primary School.
What it taught me: I taught there for eight
years with an amazing team of staff and
worked under three different but equally
inspiring Principals. It was an enriching time
for me as a new teacher who was nurtured by
many more experienced teachers. I learnt from
staffroom conversations, I was inspired
working alongside colleagues who had great
skill, commitment and creativity. For me it
developed the importance of collegiality and
professional support network that has
remained with me all my teaching career.
Family/status: Married with four children.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: To make
the small things count. Every day we have
choices in how we interact with others, how
we welcome a child, how we speak with a
parent, or a colleague, from planning a lesson
to making a worksheet. When we take time
with the little things that may seem
unimportant they can inspire others and make
a big impact. Maya Angelou’s quotation that
‘People will forget what you did, but people
will never forget how you made them feel’ is

Frank Wilson
Your School: Our Lady and St Patrick's
College Knock.
Subject: PE.
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: Rathmore Grammar/UUJ.
First job: Belmont Photo Services/
St Joseph's Derry.
What it taught me: I was employed in the
summer as a young teenager in Belmont Photo
Services by my uncle. I worked in the free film
room. It taught me the value of education and
gave me the motivation to strive for the job I
really wanted. First teaching job was St
Joseph’s Secondary School, Derry. My first
teaching job taught me that education is so
important for each child. I learned quickly that
children are unique and have different talents
and abilities. The academic development of a
pupil is only one aspect, as an experienced
teacher it is evident that the physical, spiritual
and social aspects of learning are fundamental
in the development of the whole child. The
school is an integral part of a child’s
education, however I soon learned that a
rounded education requires parental and
parochial involvement. In my early years as an
educator I realised that being part of a PE
department requires a willingness to work in
harmony and go the extra mile.
Family/status: Married to Tara, I have three
children, Ella, Luke and Lisa.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: The best
advice I received was from my father, it was to
be respectful and work hard in whatever field
of work I chose. I have had the pleasure of
working under some fantastic leaders in
teaching and in sport. As a Gaelic footballer
PJ O’Hare was my first county senior
manager – he always asked us to appreciate
every member of the team and never
underestimate the job they do. I was lucky
enough to have played soccer for Ireland at
consecutive World Student Games. The
manager, Kieran Dowd, always asked me to
show my northern grit and determination, as
he felt it sets us apart from the rest. My first
Head of Department, Paul Eastwood, gave me

advice that is very true in teaching. We have
the power to change how others view
themselves and we can leave an impact that
can last a lifetime.
Best advice you could give someone
thinking of a teaching career: That it is an
amazing privilege and responsibility to be a
teacher. The pupils before you deserve the
very best and you should always endeavour to
do your best by them. In a primary school we
are given ‘a year in the life’ of a child to teach,
inspire, develop and get the very best out of
each and every student and help them attain
what they are capable of. This is an amazing
and wonderful position. It is incredibly hard
work, however, and teachers need to take care
of themselves also. So with the responsibility
to your pupils comes the responsibility to
yourself to be realistic in your goals, use your
time well and use others expertise. Every day
we learn something new in education, others
will learn as much from you as you can from
them. Be good to yourself and develop your
non-teaching interests also.
was born and reared in North Belfast and
attended Mercy Primary School, the school
in which I am now privileged to be
Principal. I attended the post-primary schools
of Our Lady of Mercy (Mercy College) and
Dominican College before attending St Mary’s
University College and attaining my B.Ed in
English Literature and Art. I also worked in
John Paul Youth Club in Ardoyne as a youth
leader.
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I was married in 1996 to my husband Michael
and have four children: Adam, Matthew, Conor
and Emma. My first eight years teaching were
spent in Holy Family P.S. and I transferred to St
Joseph’s P.S. in Antrim for the next 11 years,
where I was Numeracy co-ordinator, SENco
and then Vice Principal. I have completed
many further qualifications in education
including, Certificate of Specific Learning
Difficulties, Advanced Diploma in Inclusion and
PQHNI. I was privileged to be awarded a

Pearson Teaching Award in 2009 for Special
Needs Teacher of the Year and was nominated
for Antrim Guardian Teacher of the Year 2008. I
have been Principal at Mercy Primary since
September 2014. It is wonderful to be part of
this school which has had an intrinsic role in
my education. It is very special to be
nominated for this award and it reflects the
wonderful staff team, pupils and families here
at Mercy Primary and the wider community
who support us.

working with the best players in schools
across NI. I have not hung up my boots just
yet, as I play for the over 40 Masters NI soccer
team and County Antrim Masters Gaelic

football team. With such an active lifetime
dedicated to sport, it only further reinforces
my belief that sport is a fantastic vehicle for
the development of young people.

probably the best advice as a teacher. I can
remember him saying how vital it was to see
the good in every child, to treat them as
individuals, as who knew what was going on
in their lives when they left school everyday
Best advice you could give someone
thinking of a teaching career: We as
teachers have a responsibility to prepare and
work with our students to the best of our
ability. My advice is simple: treat each student
the way you want your own children to be
treated whilst in school. Every day as a
teacher be reflective, ask yourself if what you
are doing and whether how you are treating
the pupil in the classroom would be good
enough for your own children.
was born in Colinward street, off the
Springfield Road, in the summer of 1970.
We moved to Brooke, off Blacks Road, in
1972 and then to Dunmurry. I attended St
Anne’s P.S. followed by Rathmore Grammar
School. I completed my Ba Hons at UUJ,
followed by a PGCE in PE. In 2004 I completed
the PQH. My first teaching job was in St
Joseph’s Secondary School in Derry. Three
years later I was appointed as Head of PE in
Lumen Christi College Derry. Seven years later
I moved to East Belfast to my present job in
Our Lady and St Patrick’s College Knock.
In my current role as Head of Sport in
OLSPCK I actively encourage each student to
get involved in sport. The physical and social
benefits are immeasurable. My ethos as the
Head of PE and Sport is to ensure all the boys
and girls experience as big a variety of sport
as we can provide.
I have been very fortunate to have had a
fantastic career not just in teaching but also in
sport. I have played soccer and Gaelic Football
in tandem throughout my life. I won minor and
senior championships with my club, Lamh
Dhearg GAC, and played county Gaelic football
for Antrim at minor, U21 and senior level. In
soccer I have had the honour of playing and
captaining NI, Ireland and British universities
teams. I had an Irish league playing career
that spanned 20 years playing for seven
different clubs. I have managed and coached
in the Irish League for the past 10 years.
I am currently the NI U18 schools football
manager, a role which is very rewarding,

I

Mercy Primary School congratulates
Elaine Loughran on her
Blackboard Awards Nomination
www.mercyprimary.org
Mercy Primary School 614 Crumlin Road, BT14 7GL
Tel: 028 90391670
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Janine Halliday

y work career started after leaving school at
age 16. I trained as a mechanic engineer but
realised after a time that my gifting lay in
the direction of education and I trained and
qualified in nursery nursing and started working in
Tullycarnett primary school in 1996. I have been
working with special needs children since 1997.
This includes social emotional behavioural
difficulties (SEBD); autism spectrum disorder
(ASD); attention deficit hyperactivity disorder
(ADHD); attention deficit disorder (ADD);
oppositional defiance disorder (ODD); and
Attachment and Loss. Since 2001 I have been
working in Clarawood Special School and also as
part of the outreach service which provides support
and training to mainstream schools in Belfast.
While working I studied through Open University
and received a diploma in behavioural management
which I completed in 2003.
I took a career break in 2007 and established my
own retail shop specialising in cards, gifts and
jewellery. I was unable to survive the economic
downturn of 2008 and regretfully had to close in
2010 (the personal financial implications of this
were to say the least 'character building'). My
current role as part of the outreach behavioural
support team has been immensely satisfying. The
daily challenge of shaping and developing young
lives and the privilege of seeing potential released
has been hugely rewarding.

M

Your school: Clarawood special school.
www.clarawoodschool.co.uk
Subject: Behavioural management.
Your place of birth: Newry.
Studied at: South Eastern Regional College/Open
University.
First job: Tullycarnet P.S.
What it taught me: It taught me patience, how to
communicate with young people at their level. To
work as part of a team, to challenge my own
professional insecurities and start to develop the
skill set necessary to effect behavioural change in
young people.
Family/status: I have been married to Gary for 17
years and have no family, although not by choice.
This has been a journey of pain and loss over the
years.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: My father: ‘Be
the best version of yourself.’
My mother: ‘If you can't say anything nice, don't say
anything at all.’
My husband: ‘Always trust your gut.’
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a
teaching career: Helping and supporting children
is a vocation, not a career.

Donna Uí Mhealláin
Your school: Gaelscoil Éanna.
facebook croí Éanna
Subject: Primary school P3
Your place of birth: Craigavon.
Studied at: Queen’s University and John Moore
Liverpool.
First job: Shop assistant in a fruit shop.
What it taught me: It taught me several things.
To listen, to instruct, to focus on what I was
hearing and to watch what I was being taught.
This has helped me in life and in teaching. I
recognise that real learning and teaching has
to engage in oral, visual and kinetic processes.
It taught me the importance of active listening,
to engage with customers and have a
meaningful exchange in terms of mirroring
body languages and phrases, helping to build
good relationships. Being only 14, It taught me
structure and order in a workforce and the need
for leaders and devolution of power and
responsible. It also taught me about timekeeping and personal responsibility.
Family/status: Married with four small
children.

Best advice anyone ever gave you: It’s an old
one but a good one: ‘’Always try your best.’
other favourites are: ‘Life is a journey not (just)
a destination.’ ‘Be the type of person you want
to meet.’ ‘It’s easier to build strong children
than mend broken adults.’
Best advice you could give someone thinking
of a teaching career: Be kind. 'It's easier to
build strong children than mend broken adults.’
This is so true. We have to remember that a
child's reading ability and maths competence is
only a small measure of them. It’s a long race
until they are 16 and have to sit GCSEs and that
is only the first round, therefore they have time
to be children. Let us build them up to these
first exams slowly, let them play, really free play,
interact, build friendships, fight and have time
and space (and necessary advice) to resolve
their arguments. Children are rushed through
life at a exhausting pace and it is not fair.
This doesn't mean that they should be free of
boundaries. we are the adults, we have to keep
them safe and guide them and teach them
manners and structure. We need to live and

Déanann daltaí, tuistí,
foireann agus gobharnóirí
Ghaelscoil Éanna
comhghairdeas lenár
múinteoir

Donna Uí Mhealláin
ar a Ghradam Scoth na Scoile.
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model good behaviour but a lot of this can be
done in real life situations, active learning
environments. As a new teacher, make lessons
simple, be prepared, know what you want to
teach and how you plan to do it because if you
aren't sure , the children are going to lose focus.
Never be afraid to say something isn't working
and start again. Remember you deserve and are
healthier if you have a good work/life balance.
In terms of behaviour, know what you expect ,
spend time practising these skills , reading
quietly, clearing table, etc. point out good
behaviour – have simple group, individual
reward system and a punishment structure too
and implement these fairly and consistently.
y name is Donna Uí Mhealláin. I am
getting too old to volunteer my age and
I live happily with my husband and our

M

four children. My husband is a fellow teacher
and we do swap notes. It means we have more
to talk about than just our children, just as well
for them and it also generates good ideas for
the classroom. I studied Law and Politics at
queens university and then went off travelling
the world for a few years. A wonderful
experience, We live in a beautiful and diverse
world. Travel opens your eye, feeds your soul
and touches your heart. We came home, with a
greater respect for community and family and
decided to follow a teaching career. I studied
early years education in Liverpool and I have
been a teacher at Gaelscoil Éanna ever since. I
was the first teacher there and the first cleaner
and secretary, basically I had several caps and
they all turned inside out! Our school grew year
on year because we all had to same vision of a
strong stable community where strong stable

Fiona Roche
Anne Graham
School: Cairnshill Primary School.
www.cairnshillps.co.uk
Subject: School Principal
Place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: Stranmillis University College.
First job: Primary school teacher.
What it taught me: To be caring, kind, patient and
understanding of each and every individual situation
and that teaching encompasses so many differing
aspects of life rather than solely education.
Family status: Married.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: Life is a journey full
of many twists and turns, whilst on the journey every so
often stop, take time to look in the mirror and ask
yourself do you like and respect the person you can see.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a
teaching career: Always ensure that people feel valued;
err on the side of positivity rather than negativity, whilst
always remembering never to ask someone to do
something you would not do yourself.
had a very happy childhood and have two older
sisters. I attended Richmond Lodge followed by
Stranmillis. My teaching career commenced in 1977
as a P3 teacher at Cairnshill where I am currently in my
40th year. I married Michael in 1978 and had two
daughters in 1982 and 1984. I introduced ECO Schools
in the late 80s and over time have landscaped the site;
played an active role in NN Swimming Club; introduced
a school science scheme; established a nursery unit;
established wraparound care; have raised over
£300,000 as charity coordinator; have led the PSA in
fund raising; have been DT for child protection for over
20 years; was Head of KS1, Foundation and Nursery;
was promoted to Vice Principal and have been Principal
for the past five years; achieved refurbishment for a
major part of school and made a successful bid for a
new entrance and foundation playroom; led a very
successful inspection in 2015; been involved with
Artscare for 21 years.

I

Your School: St Oliver Plunkett PS.
www.stoliverplunkettprimary.org
Subject: Music.
Your place of birth: Portadown
Studied at: St Mary's Training College, Belfast.
First job: Teaching Year 2 in St Oliver Plunkett Girls' Primary
School.
What it taught me: That I had definitely chosen the right
profession. I loved working with the younger children and listening
to their funny stories. I could see very quickly how important it
was to build and maintain good relationships with all of the
children in my care. It taught me the importance of creating a
happy, safe and secure environment in which all of the children
could thrive and learn. At the end of my first year of teaching, I
remember thinking that all of may hard work and efforts had paid
off, when I could see how much the children's learning had
progressed throughout the course of the year.
Family/status: Married to Eric and mother of three teenagers,
Anna (18) James (15) Kate (13).
Best advice anyone ever gave you: I had a teacher in secondary
school who regularly told us to make the most of every day. In my
teenage years I must admit that I didn't really understand or
appreciate her sentiments, but as I became older I could identify
with her advice. I often think that I can't change what happened
yesterday, don't know what tomorrow is going to bring, so I'll live
for today. As I am getting older I do my best to make the most of
every day and not wish my life away.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching
career: It's a very fulfilling job, but make sure it's really what you
want to do. I believe that teaching needs to be vocation rather
than a job, as you need to give the best of yourself every day to
the children that are entrusted into your care.
orn to Michael and Anne. Eldest of six children, three boys and
three girls. Portadown summers spent driving a tractor
bringing in hay. Saturdays attending a market stall. Graduated
from Clinty Clay PS and headed off to boarding school in
Donaghmore where I met many of my lifelong friends. 1989 a
teaching degree in St Mary's College. Home every weekend to make
some money working as a waitress in the family business. Was
successful in my application for a one-year position in St Oliver
Plunkett Girls' School under the guidance of Sr Joseph. Position is
made permanent with responsibility for the development of music
throughout the school. 1994 married Eric and moved to England,
which was short-lived, returned to St Oliver Plunkett PS within the
year and the Principal Mrs Rice kindly gave me back my job. 1998
amalgamation of St Oliver Plunkett Boys' and Girls' under the
leadership of Mr Headley. Major changes, but exciting times which
led to a promotion as Head of Early Years. 2003 Secure VicePrincipal position having responsibility for Pastoral Care and Special
Needs. Complete PQH qualification for leadership. Currently part of
the successful team In St Oliver Plunkett PS under the leadership of
Mr McCabe.

B

Laura Murphy
Your school: St Malachy's Primary School.
www.stmalachys.schooljotter2.com
Subject: Primary 5 teacher (ICT Coordinator).
Your place of birth: Newry.
Studied at: Griffith College Dublin and Hope University
Liverpool.
First job: Retail Manager.
What it taught me: To be organised, resilient and have
good interpersonal skills. Also, it wasn’t the career for
me and I decided to follow my dream to become a
primary school teacher.
Family/status: Single.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: What’s meant for
you won’t go by you.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a
teaching career: Teach from the heart. It is not just a job to
me it is a vocation and more than just loving kids. It is like
no other profession because you are required to wear many
hats: role-model, communicator, disciplinarian, a conveyor
of information, an evaluator, a classroom manager, a
counsellor and a decision-maker. Only those who have the
right temperament, skills and personality should consider
becoming a teacher. Although your day doesn't necessarily
end when the school bell rings if you're committed to
excellence as a teacher, it's a sacrifice you can live with.
he sixt=th child of nine, as a five-year-old I began my
education in Ballyholland Primary School, Newry.
Following this, I continued my education in St Mary’s
High School, Newry where I have very fond memories and
made some great friendships. At this stage I was unsure
of what career path I wanted to take and studied a
Business Degree at Griffith College Dublin, following
which I took up my first job as a retail manager. I was in
the retail business for a number of years but always had
in the back of my mind that I would like to become a
teacher, like my father. In my early 30s and with the
support of my family I applied to Hope University,
Liverpool where I completed my PGCE. I have worked in a
number of schools throughout the region, including my
own primary school in Ballyholland before taking up a
permanent position with St Malachy’s Primary School,
Belfast. I am delighted that I had the strength to follow my
heart and I believe that teaching is my perfect vocation.

T
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NAÍSCOIL BHEANN MHADA

Aisling Hanna
Your school: St. Joseph's College, Belfast.
www.saintjosephscollege.co.uk
Subject: ICT
Your place of birth: Downpatrick.
Studied at: St. Mary's University College,
Belfast.
First job: Castle Manor Academy, Haverihill,
Suffolk.
What it taught me: The main thing that I learnt
from my first job is the importance of being
happy in what you are doing. I moved away
from home which was difficult alongside the
pressure and challenges of teaching. I quickly
learnt that it is important to have people around
you who will help you through the challenges
that you may face. When you are working in the
one classroom all day, you can forget about the
bigger picture of the whole school. I learnt to
take time to visit other subject areas to see the
good practice happening in other classrooms. It
also showed me just how passionate I am about
teaching and ICT.
Family/status: Getting married this year.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: The best
advice that anyone has given me is to never
give up on your dreams. To set goals to aim
towards and work hard to achieve those goals. I
was told that self-belief in achieving goals
would be the key to overall success.
Best advice you could give someone thinking
of a teaching career: I believe that teaching is
a vocation. It is challenging and demanding but
is also a very rewarding profession. Preparation
is highly important but we are still human,
things may not go how we had hoped but never

give up. Reflecting upon your practice is vital.
Recognise your strengths and aim to work on
the areas you are not so confident in. Knowing
your students and building a rapport is key to
developing effective learning and teaching
within your classroom. It is good to share
practice with others in your department and at a
whole school level. Young people are creative in
different ways, give them the time and
opportunity to explore their creativity. Students
are better motivated when they are able to see
the ongoing progress of their work. Building
confidence and recognising achievement is
vital. Young people respond well to having a say
in what they are learning and having a variety of
units.

OÍCHE OSCAILTE
OPEN NIGHT

TH NOVEM
WEDNESDAY
26
I
7-8PM
have been teaching ICT/Computing for over
four years. It was always my dream to be a
teacher. I graduated from St Mary’s University
College Belfast in July 2012 and moved to
Haverhill, Suffolk in August 2012 to start my
first teaching post as an ICT and Business
Studies Teacher. I very quickly progressed to
Head of KS4 ICT in my second year of teaching.
During my time in Suffolk I took every
opportunity to develop my ICT skills further and
to enhance my classroom practice. I taught in
the school for two years and decided to move
home to Northern Ireland to pursue my teaching
career further.
Since returning I have continued my teaching
at St Joseph’s College, Belfast where I am now
Head of ICT. I enjoy leading a team and working
with my colleagues in preparing a curriculum
that will equip our students with a range of
skills to improve their employability. I love
introducing new coding concepts and watching
our young people's creativity flare.

hy
w
t
u
o
d
Fin Medium
e
Irish ion is th
t
r
a
o
f
c
u
e
ic
Ed
o
h
c
ri g h t r ch i l d
yo u

The Board of Governors and school community
would like to congratulate our

Se
purp
o
Nur
s
faci
l

Bunscoil and
Naíscoil Bheann Mhadagáin

he
t
t
e
e
M
We congratulate
d
n
a
f
f
ta
St. Joseph’s College is a vibrant and exciting place to be in every day.s
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We are proud of our students’ successes; they do well academically, excel
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games field and stretch themselves in many different ways through the variety
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e
of activities on offer. Aisling, as with all our staff, ensure that they develop andmitt
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explore all students’ talents and develop their interests.
on her Blackboard Awards Nomination
Leader of ICT, Aisling Hanna

on her nomination for the Blackboard Awards for her innovative
approach to teaching ICT within St Joseph’s College

Máire Uí Éigeartaigh

Bunscoil agus
Naíscoil Bheann Mhadagáin
156 -158 Cliftonville Road
518 Ravenhill Road Belfast BT6 0BY
Belfast BT14 6LA
028 90491280
/ 90491474 BHEANN MHADAÍN, 158, CLIFTONVILLE ROAD, BELFA
NAÍSCOIL
info@stjosephs.belfast.ni.sch.uk
Enrol now for September 2015 for Naíscoil and Bunscoil Bheann M
Congratulations Aisling!
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ar fad! Is breá liom am a chaitheamh le mo
chlann féin nuair nach bhfuil mé ag obair -is as
clann measatha mór mé thiocfadh leat a rá!
Chomh maith leis sin - nuair is féidir liom oíche
Dhéardaoin - bím ag ceol le Cavehill Community
Choir!

Máire Uí Éigeartaigh
Your school: Bunscoil Bheann Mhadagáin.
Subject: Irish medium Principal.
Your place of birth: North Belfast.
Studied at: Holy Family Primary School , Dominican
College Fortwilliam.
First job: Shop assistant in local sweet shop.
What it taught me: It taught me about interacting with
customers young and old and showed me that I like
working with people and talking to people. I met all
kinds of people from all 'arts and parts' working in this
job. I liked having some money of my own and
unfortunately that I also have a very sweet tooth.
Family/status: Married with five sons.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: 'Things always
happen for a reason.’ The reason or the timing might not
always be clear at first, but usually we come to
understand why things happen when they do .
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a
teaching career: The best advice that I could give
someone thinking of being a teacher is that there is a lot
of time and hard work involved, but if you love learning
and you love working with children or young people it is
the most rewarding job you can do. Despite the
challenges, and there are many in today’s world, children
have their own way of thinking about things and looking
at the world and it’s really enjoyable to part of their
world and their learning journey.
s mise Máire Uí Éigeartaigh. Tá mé ag obair i mBunscoil
Bheann Mhadagáin ó bhí 1995 ann. Thosaigh mé ag foghlaim
na Gaeilge ag ranganna de chuid Craobh Naomh Padraig
nuair a bhí mé thart ar rang 5 sa Bhunscoil. D'fhreastail mé ar
an Teaghlach Naofa, ag an am sin - áit a raibh múinteoirí ar nós
Mrs McAteer agus Miss Henry agam agus mé ag barr na scoile
-thaitin mo chuid ama ar scoil go mór liom . D'fhreastail mé ar
na ranagnna sin go dtí go raibh mé ar shiúil chun na hollscoile
agus chaith mé an samhradh ar chúrsaí Gaeltachta i
Muineacháin, ar Árann Mór , i Loch an Iúir agus i Rann na
Feirste. Bhí mé i gcónaí ag iarraidh a bheith i mo mhúinteoir
agus i ndiaidh dom céim amach as UUC agus PGCE a
dhéanamh thosaigh mé ag obair mar mhúinteoir i mBunscoil
Bheann Mhadagáin. Bunaíodh an scoil i 1994 agus faoin am ar
tháinig mise bhí 22 sa scoil idir Rang 1 agus Rang 2.
Anois , i ndiaidh dúinn cuid mhór stocaireachta agus oibre a
dhéanamh, tá muid inár bhfoirgneamh nua ar Bhóthar
Cliftonville agus 158 agus idir Naíscoil agus Bunscoil Bheann

I

y name is Máire Uí Éigeartaigh. I have
been working in Bunscoil Bheann
Mhadagáin from 1995. I started learning
Irish at Craobh Naomh Padraig when I was in P5
in primary school. I attended Holy Family at that
time where I had teachers such as Mrs McAteer
and Miss Henry when I was in the older classes. I
really enjoyed my time at school. I attended
those classes until I went to university and I
spent the summer on Gaeltacht courses in
Monaghan, on Árann Mór , Loch an Iúir and Rann
na Feirste. I always wanted to be a teacher and
after completing my degree at UCC and a PGCE, I
started working as a teacher in Bunscoil Bheann
Mhadagáin. The school was founded in 1994 and
by the time I arrived there were 22 pupils in the
school, in P1 and P2.
Now, after a lot of campaigning and hard work,
we are in our new building on the Cliftonville Road
with 158 pupils across both the Naíscoil and
Bunscoil Bheann Mhadagáin and we are
continuing to grow. I worked for a time in St Mary's
University College and I was always interested in
literacy learning and RSO. I worked with Naí-Ionad
Ard Eoin and Naíscoil Bheann Mhadagáin over the
years and I was a board member at Glenbrooke Surestart and
Comhairle na Gaelscolaíochta for a time as well.
I have been Principal of this school from 2004 and we are
currently very happy in our new school. Our new building is
lovely and bright and beside a new football pitch at the heart of
the community on the main Cliftonville Road, bringing Irish to
the fore in the north of the city.
I love that I get to use my Irish at home and at work. Our
school wouldn't be where it is now without the support of our
school staff, the support of our governors and the support of
the school community in general who have always been so
generous with their time and efforts to help the school
progress to the next step.
I'm married to Rodaí and we have five children – all boys. I
love spending time with my own family when I'm not working –
you could say I'm from a pretty big family! As well as that,
when I can on a Thursday night I sing with Cavehill Community
Choir.

M

Mhadagáin agus muid ag fás de réir a chéile.. D'oibrigh mé ar
feadh tamaillín i gColáiste Ollscoile Naomh Muire agus bhí i
gcónaí suim agam i bhfoghlaim na litearthachta agus RSO.
D'oibrigh ,mé le Naí-Ionad Ard Eoin agus Naíscoil Bheann
Mhadagáin le linn na mblianta agus bhí mé mar bhall boird ar
Glenbrooke Surestart agus agus Comhairle na Gaelscolaíochta
ar feadh tréimhse chomh maith.
Tá mé mar phríomhoide na scoile seo ó bhí 2004 ann agus
faoi láthair tá muid go sona sásta inár scoil nua. Tá foirgneamh
nua s'againn galánta geal taobh le páirc peile nua agus muid i
mbéal an phobail ar an phríomhbhóthair Cliftonville ag tabhairt
túsáite don Ghaeilge i dTuaisceart na Cathrach.
is bréa liom go dtig liom mo chuid Gaeilge a úsáid sa bhaile
agus ar obair! Ní bheadh scoil s'againn áit a bhfuil sí anois gan
tacaíocht ó fhoireann na scoile s'againn , ó ghobharnóirí
s'againn agus ó phobal na scoile i nginearálta a bhí i gcónaí
fial lena gcuid ama agus a gcuid iarrachtaí leis an scoil a
bhrúigh ar aghaidh chuig an chéad chéim eile.
Tá mé pósta ar Rodaí agus cúigear de chlann againn - gasúirí

Sharon Devlin
Your school: St Anne’s Primary School.
www.stannesps.com
Subject: P2 classroom assistant.
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: St Rose’s Secondary School, BIFHE.
First job: Court clerk in a solicitor’s office.
What it taught me: It reinforced the fact that
working as a team was extremely important, it
also taught me the importance of time
management and good organisational skills,
working on court cases and completion of
houses etc made it necessary that all things
were completed on time and with preciseness.
All of which have stood me in good stead.
Family/status: Married with three beautiful
children and a gorgeous grandson.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: My first
teachers, my mum and dad, always gave us
wonderful advice. They encouraged us to
achieve all that we could and their best advice
was to be happy, work hard, live life to the full
and give it your all – it only comes around once.
Best advice you could give someone thinking
of a teaching career: I would definitely say ‘Go
for it.’ It will make you cry, it will make you laugh
but it will fill you with a deep sense of pride and
happiness knowing you have passed on your
knowledge to the next generation. Children are
like sponges, they absorb everything, it is
wonderful that as a classroom teaching
assistant/teacher you can impart and ensure
they continue to develop and grow and continue

to absorb all that they can. Teaching is most of
all rewarding, you burst with pride when you
watch that shy, timid and quiet child flourish
into one full of confidence and full of knowledge
and bursting to show the world how good they
are.
was born and raised in Clonard and have
very fond memories of my childhood. We
were all family, close neighbours, and most
of all friends. That's where I began my love of
teaching and working with children. We all
belonged to Clonard Youth Club where we were
mentored and gained many skills, including
working with the younger members. I was also
a keen member of Girl Guides which I am
proud to say I still am today, volunteering in St
Paul's Guide Unit for the last 30 years or
thereabouts.
I made a career change when my children
were small, worked part-time in a pre-school
and studied at night. I moved to my current
position nearly nine years ago and I love it. I
work with a fantastic team. I find it very
rewarding being part of a team which
encourages and helps children grow and
develop. Children absorb so much and it’s great
to be part of the process that encourages this in
all children regardless of their ability. I was
always encouraged to work hard at school and I
ensure the children in my care have the same
encouragement every day.

I
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peaceline to the school. He is worried, will our uniform be judged
as sectarian?
Imagine the school that in the midst of getting funding from the
IEF to get new classrooms runs into difficulties with bureaucracy.
Then imagine the unimagineable – politicians from every single
party in Northern Ireland lifting the phone, visiting the school,
contacting the Minister of Education to intervene on our behalf.
Well, I don’t have to imagine this. As Principal of Hazelwood
Integrated College for the last five years these are some of the
vivid memories I have. Hazelwood is a college that punches
above its weight. Hazelwood embodies the very essence of what
we hope to achieve in a new Northern Ireland, a better Northern
Ireland, a Northern Ireland that we could not have hoped for
three decades ago.
The lessons at Hazelwood, or in the leadership of any school,
don't end.
Family/status: Married to Eamon.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: There have been so many
but these are the main ones. Never try to conduct the orchestra
and play the instruments at the same time. Leadership is about
doing right things not necessarily doing things right. Never
confuse the urgent with the important.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching
career: Go to a school that embraces your philosophy of
education and your will retain your passion for teaching.
Teaching is a privilege as you get a glimpse of the possibilities
of tomorrow

Kathleen O'Hare
School: Hazelwood Integrated College.
www.hazelwoodcollege.co.uk
Subject: Principal of Hazelwood Integrated College.
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: University of Ulster, BA (Hons) in History, Masters in
History and Politics.
First job: Teacher of History and Politics at St Cecilia's College,
Derry
What it taught me: I taught History and Politics in a school off
the Bogside in Derry for 20 years. It opened my eyes to the
possibilities of young people and their ability to reconcile the
past and their belief in a new future for Northern Ireland. I was
responsible for Shared Education at the college. The following is
an extract from a speech I gave at Prizegiving and illustrates the
uniqueness of Hazelwood Integrated College.
'Imagine a school high on a hill. Sheltered by Cavehill behind it
and looking out over the Belfast over the two giant cranes of
Harland and Wolff. Imagine arriving there early in the morning in
time to see the orange glow as the city and lough awakens.
Imagine two children coming to school together for their A-Level
results, one from the Shankill who wants to study Business and
the other a Catholic boy who has been fostered all his life and
wants to do social work – he wants to give something back by
helping others – and then imagine their delight when they are
told that their results have meant that dream for third level
education has come true.
Imagine two girls, one 11 and one 14, whose father was
tragically killed during the summer in the new Troubles of our
modern society. They arrive early each morning to get their
breakfast in the canteen. They are very fond of a Belfast soda.
Their school is able to give them stability and be part of their
family.
Imagine the grandmother who has lost two sons to violence and
passionately wants a different life for her three grandchildren. The
boys have Protestants friends and are going to a residential in
Fermanagh together.
Imagine the 13-year-old who hasn't been out of Northern Ireland
before and goes to Rock Challenge at Grimsby where her team

was appointed Principal of Hazelwood Integrated College in
North Belfast in 2012 after being Principal of S. Cecilia's
College, Derry for the previous 10 years. I started my teaching
career as a teacher of History and Politics and worked on many
cross-community projects with young people from 1985 onwards.
During the early part of my career I was involved in writing history
textbooks for schools for the common history curriculum which
taught the same history to all our young people in Northern
Ireland for the first time.
Kathleen has participated in both international leadership and
pupil and adult peace building programmes including the
Glenree Sustainable Peace Programme, Shared Education.
I was named UK Head Teacher of the Year in 2008 and I am a
Fellow of the International Peace School at Messines. I am a
former member of Senate at QUB and currently on the Board of
Belfast Metropolitan College as well as CCEA.

I

comes first in the UK. Funded by the Lawlor Foundation/IYF.
Imagine in the midst of her delight her turning to her teachers
with tears in her eyes to thank them for this opportunity.
Imagine the sadness and solidarity of going to two funerals in
one week, one where the Lower Falls Protestant Flute Band are
standing guard of honour over a father’s coffin as they play a flute
solo and the other at Holy Cross Church, where another father is
buried. Symbols of both culture respected by the classmates who
attend.
Imagine the Slovakian father who asks for reassurance that his
son will be okay in our uniform as he travels through what is
perceived as Protestant and Catholic areas on the way through a

Jim McCann
Your school: St Joseph's Primary School, Slate Street.
Subject: Primary education.
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: UCG.
First job: Paper boy.
What it taught me: Has to be easier ways to earn money.
Family/status: Married with three children.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: Never lose your sense of
humour.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching

career: It'll never make your rich but, if it's made for you, you'll
find as far as job satisfaction goes it's in the premier league.
You'll look forward to going to school every day and it won't
even feel like work.
studied at Galway University and began my teaching career
at Presentation Girls’ Secondary. Returning to Belfast, I was
lucky to find a teaching position in St Aidan's CBPS. I
continued my studies, completing a MEd in Primary Education
followed by the PQH. I then moved to St Joseph's P.S. Slate
Street. as Vice Principal.

I

St. Joseph’s P.S Slate Street is steeped in the catholic value system which nurtures and develops the unique giftedness of each child
and empowers them to reach their potential. We embrace outstanding teaching and learning as a force for positive change and work
in partnership with families to develop a community of learning with the child at the centre of a circle of love.

‘Learning today to create a better tomorrow’

The Board of Governors, staff, pupils and
parents of St. Joseph’s P.S would like to
congratulate our wonderful

Vice Principal, Jim McCann

On his Blackboard Award Nomination.
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I am secretary of Cumann na mBunscoil Aontroim. This is an
organisation that promotes Gaelic games in primary schools. I
coach and train hurling and Gaelic football and I'm involved in
selecting and preparing a Belfast primary school team to play
Dublin every year.
I'm a member of St Teresa's GAC. Unfortunately I was told to
hang my boots up some years ago, but I still enjoy going to
matches and joining the 'experts' on the sideline. I like to keep
fit, so in recent years I've taken up cycling.
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who at the time was a PE teacher and SENCO. He now is the VicePrincipal. Paul was an inspiration to me in the way his passion for
education and genuine care for the wellbeing of the students
shone through in his everyday actions. Paul taught me a
considerable amount during my time in Aquinas without even
knowing. However, the most important thing he taught me is to
always put the wellbeing of the student first in your everyday
decision-making process.
Family/status: Engaged with a 21-month-old daughter Cara.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: When I was teenager I was
given this piece of advice by my uncle: ‘Don’t be a follower, be a
leader.’ I have tried to live my life by this philosophy and now I
pass the same advice on to the boys in my care.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching
career: Go and gain experience working in a school, either
volunteering, working as classroom assistant or as a coach.
Immerse yourself in the life of the school and you will know very
soon if teaching and working in education is the career for you. If
you decide it’s for you then look forward to a career which is
extremely rewarding and where you will meet inspirational
students and colleagues on a daily basis. Finally, don’t sit still, be
proactive!
was born and have lived in North Belfast all my life apart from
a few short years across the water in England at university. I
am more than aware how lucky I am to have found a teaching
post within my own locality and within a school with such
prestige and history.
In my younger years I attended St Bernard’s Primary School and
then moved on to Edmund Rice College. Both of these schools
had a major impact on shaping the person I am today. Within
Edmund Rice, my passion for sport developed and strengthened
considerably through inspirational teachers and role models
within the PE staff. At the age of 18 I went off to university in
Liverpool and studied Sport and Education, and, after a period
working in Aquinas Grammar I moved to London to complete my
PGCE in PE.
When I qualified as a teacher five years ago I was extremely
lucky to gain a post in St Malachy’s College. My role has
developed considerably since then; currently I am member of the
Senior Leadership Team, Assistant SENCo, Assistant Head of Key
Stage 4 and a PE Teacher.
For anyone who doesn’t know me, I have two passions in life:
sport (especially Gaelic football) and education. I have been
captain of my club side St John’s for the past 10 years and I
coach the U21 team as well as working as a volunteer on the
‘Fundamentals’ team which teaches basic skills and games to
younger children. Within St Malachy's I coach a number of the
Gaelic teams alongside a very dedicated and experienced
coaching team.
Over the years I have met many unique individuals within the
fields of Sport and Education who have educated me, inspired me
and alongside my parents, have ultimately shaped the person I
am today. Consequently each day within my role as a teacher I
strive to be one of those unique individuals who I have met over
the years who educate and inspire their students through the
passion they have for sport and education.

I
Aaron Douglas
Your school: St. Malachy's College, Belfast.
www.stmalachyscollege.com
Subject: PE and SEN.
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: Liverpool Hope University and London Metropolitan
University.
First job: Learning Support Assistant in Aquinas Grammar
School.
What it taught me: My job in Aquinas was my first job after
graduating from university and also my first post in education.
From an early age I always had a desire to become a PE teacher
and my time in Aquinas reinforced to me that teaching was the
career for me. During my time there I was heavily involved in the
extra-curricular aspect of the school and supporting PE lessons.
However, through my role as a Learning Support Assistant I
developed a passion for Special Educational Needs, which has
developed further over recent years. Working with students who
have Special Educational Needs can be challenging, however in
my role as Specialist Teacher within St Malachy’s College I have
embraced these challenges and have gone about implementing
strategies to try and break down the barriers which these children
face in their lives and in their learning.
In Aquinas I had a great role model and mentor in Paul Evans

Michael O'Kane
Your school: Harberton Special School and
Outreach Services.
www.harbertonschool.co.uk
Subject: Head of Harberton Social
Emotional and Behaviour Difficulties
(SEBD) Support Service.
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: University of Huddersfield and
Keele University.
First job: Teaching in St MacNissi's
College, Garron Tower.
What it taught me: To work hard and to
never give up on any child. EVERY child
has the right to and can achieve their full
potential.
Family/status: Married to Orlaith with two
girls: Anna (9), Méabh (6).
Best advice anyone ever gave you: A few
bits of advice have rung true over the
years, Every day’s a learning day – the day
you stop learning is the day you stop
teaching. Children know and respond to
you when they know you like them.
Best advice you could give someone
thinking of a teaching career: Work hard
and make it different. Give fully of yourself
and the children will respond to you.
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initially entered the teaching profession
on the advice and inspiration of my big
sister and, truth be told, after seeing her
teaching in a classroom and the impact she
had on the children. After coaching
children through sport and drama for
several years I felt I needed to take it to the
next level and decided to enter into the
education sector and have never looked
back since.
At present I teach and care for children
in Harberton School in Belfast where for
the last three years I have led the SEBD
support service department. In my
department we support children in KS1 in
all schools across the whole of the Belfast
region who are experiencing behaviour
challenges within their school setting.
Previous to that I taught in the main school
for thirteen years across all departments
and year bands teaching and caring for
children with many differing educational
needs, complex disorders and behavioural
challenges. In my early days of teaching I
was fortunate enough to teach in
secondary education at St McNissi’s
College Garron Tower and then in St
Patrick’s College Ballymena.
I teach and care for children because I
enjoy it. Also because I always see a little
bit of me in every child I teach.

I

Ríoghnach Doherty
Your school: Matt Talbot Nursery School.
matttalbot.weebly.com
Subject: Nursery.
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: Holy Child Primary School, St Dominic’s
Grammar School, St Mary’s University College,
University of Ulster Coleraine.
First job: Avon representative.
What it taught me: A smile and good manners take
you a long way. Always get your money before you
hand over the goods. Organisation is necessary.
Family/status: Delightful daughter to Karen and Paul,
middle child, sister to Naoimh, Tomás and Éamonn.
Mother to Fionnghuala. Favourite auntie to Níadh and
Fionntán.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: No matter what I
faced, Granny Doc (RIP) always reminded me of this:
‘It is not the situation you are in that matters but how
you deal with it that counts, because that is what will
be remembered.’ This advice has helped me deal with
various situations in my life and taught me to always
try to be welcoming, friendly and empathetic and to
never judge.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a
teaching career: Teaching is a forward-thinking
profession so be creative and remember that beautiful
minds inspire each other.
ard work, courage, determination and the love
and support of an amazing family helped me to
overcome many obstacles to be where I am
today. Special thanks must go out to my fabulous
parents Karen and Paul, my beautiful daughter
Fionnghuala and inspirational friend Maria McComish
(RIP) who kept me motivated all the way.
I graduated from St Mary’s University College in
2003 with a 2:1 BA Hons Liberal Arts Degree and went
on to complete my PGCE in the University of Ulster
Coleraine. Throughout my teaching career I obtained
my D.A.S.E., specialising in Special Educational Needs
and finally the PQHNI.
I have been teaching in Matt Talbot Nursery School
for 11 years and feel honoured to work within a school
and community where everyone works together to
achieve success for the benefit of all our children. I
strive to inspire everyone I meet just as many have
inspired me along the way. Enriching and enhancing
the learning experiences of children at the beginning
of their educational career is a rewarding job that
constantly stretches and challenges the mind,
reminding me of how privileged I am to be in a job
that is so fulfilling.

H

Rosemary Ward
Your school: Matt Talbot Nursery School.
www.matttalbot.weebly.com
Subject: Nursery.
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: Holy Child Primary School, St Genevieve's
High School, Queen’s University of Belfast and St
Mary's University College.
First job: Part-time job in Saxone Shoe Shop, Donegall
Place.
What it taught me: Commitment, loyalty and the value
of teamwork. I realised the value and impact of
interacting with others.
Family/status: Two daughters, Orlagh and Erin. One
son, Aidan, and two grandsons, Cillian and Barra.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: The best advice I
have received and which I have passed on to my family
is to always be yourself. Stay true to your own values
and standards.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a
teaching career: Teaching is definitely a vocation. It is
a privilege to have opportunities to enrich and enhance
pupils’ lives through your dedication and hard work.
Always remember to have a good sense of humour and
thinking outside the box is a necessity.

Congratulations
to all this year’s
Blackboard
Nominees

obtained a 2:1 degree in Psychology from Queen’s
University Belfast as a mature student. In 2007 I
completed a PhD. Alongside completing my PhD I
obtained a PGCE and began working in St Kieran's PS
for nine years. Five of these were spent in the
Moderate Learning Unit working with amazing
classroom assistants.
I also coached camogie and was Public Relations
Officer for Cumann na mBunscoil. I spent six years as
a member of the Independent Television Review
Panel. In 2008 I was appointed as a teaching
principal in Matt Talbot Nursery School. This has been
the most rewarding experience of my career. The
support from the BOG, parish, parents and pupils has
ben both resolute and unconditional.
The staff have shown professionalism and taken
pride in the progression and success of the school
which was exemplified in the ETI report which was
outstanding in all areas. My free time is spent playing
bowls for Falls Bowling Club, walking Black Mountain
and spending time with my three children and two
grandsons, who collectively and individually reinforce
what is important in life.

I

Matt Talbot
Nursery
School

1A New Barnsley Green
Belfast BT 12 7HS

028 90 321997 • http://matttalbot.weebly.com

PRINCIPAL: Dr. Rosemary Ward

Enriching and enhancing our children’s learning experiences
THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS, STAFF AND PARENTS
WOULD LIKE TO CONGRATULATE

DR. ROSEMARY WARD
AND RÍOGHNACH DOHERTY

ON THEIR BLACKBOARD AWARD NOMINATION
Our school is a happy and friendly place. By the time
children start Nursery, they have already had a variety of
experiences and developed in a number of ways. To build
upon the learning that has taken place in the home and its
immediate environment, our staff aim to provide children
with a rich variety of challenging play activities and other
experiences in a stimulating environment in order to enrich
and enhance their learning experiences. The focus is to
allow children to learn at their own pace, gain a positive
image of themselves as learners, be able to cope with
uncertainty and to learn through trial and error.
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Pat Gillan

Laura Stone
Best advice anyone ever gave you: Be a
teacher who takes care, not just the register.
Best advice you could give someone thinking
of a teaching career: Be prepared to be
original, innovative and dedicated to the job.

Your school: St Louise's Comprehensive
College.
www.stlouises.org.uk
Subject: Mathematics.
Your place of birth: Magherafelt.
Studied at: St Mary's University College
Belfast.
First job: St Louise's Comprehensive
College.
What it taught me: There is no such thing
as a typical day at work. Providing activities,
tasks and challenges that enable my
students to become confident, independent
thinkers has been a joy for me and provided
me with many rewarding moments in the
classroom.
Family/status: Married to Sean and blessed
with four children.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: ‘Never
underestimate the impact of your words on
the lives of others.’
Best advice you could give someone
thinking of a teaching career: Every day
you will be given the opportunity to inspire
the young people in front of you. Enjoy every
moment!
graduated from St Mary's University
College in 1980 and took up a teaching
post in St Louise's Comprehensive College
in the same year. I have remained in the
same school up to the present date and
have seen many changes take place in
education down through the years. The one
constant throughout this time has been my
love for the students and my passion for the
job. Some of my favourite moments have
happened when I witnessed the awe and
wonder of my students discovering
something new, and the pleasure this brings
to them. It has been a privilege for me to
belong to this dynamic family school
community, which nurtures genuine, caring
relationships between staff and students in

graduated in 2007 with a BSc Hons. Sport
Studies and Diploma in Industrial Studies. In
2008 I completed a Postgraduate Certificate
in Education (Post Primary) Physical Education
with Religious Education (Subsidiary) in
University of Ulster, Jordanstown. I was
extremely fortunate to be employed as a
member of the Physical Education Department
in St Louise’s in 2008 and feel grateful to be
part of an innovative, progressive and high
achieving school where the pupils are at the
heart of learning. I have worked with some
outstanding leaders and teachers, and as a
result I have grown and developed as an
educator who strives to provide the best
possible opportunities for all young people I
teach.
I believe the key focus is to enable young
people to develop holistically, working with
them to facilitate their personal, social and
academic educational development, to enable
them to develop their voice, influence and
place in society and to reach their full
potential. Combining my full-time post with
part-time evening work in Corpus Christi Youth
Centre, I have strengthened my ability to
develop strong positive, respectful
relationships with the young people in the
community.
Working with young people in both formal
and informal education settings provides the
challenges which I enjoy. I am extremely
privileged to be part of an outstanding school
where each student is valued and nurtured to
appreciate his or her own worth. As a staff
team, we strive tirelessly to nurture the gifts of
all young people in a community passionate
about social justice, equality of opportunity
and compassionate pastoral care.

I
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an environment where students and staff
look out for each other. Outside of school my
passion is my family. I am very blessed with
three very talented daughters, a wonderful
son and a very supportive husband. My
hobbies include travelling, walking along the
shore of Belfast Lough, eating out with
friends and going to the theatre.

Your school: St Louise's Comprehensive
College.
www.stlouises.org.uk
Subject: Physical Educatio.n
Your place of birth: Belfast.
Studied at: University of Ulster, Jordanstown.
First job: St Louise's Comprehensive College.
What it taught me: St Louise's taught me that
you should treat all young people with respect,
to treat them as you would like to be treated. It
is vital to build a strong positive relationship
with each young person and to understand
their individual need.
Family/status: Single.

Máire Wilson
Your School: Holy Family Primary School, Belfast
www.holyfamilypsbelfast.org.uk/
Subject: Music
Your place of birth: Belfast
Studied at: Music at Queen's University Belfast & Primary
Music at University of Ulster, Coleraine
First Job: Violin teacher
What it taught me: I began teaching violin and music to
children and adults of all abilities and backgrounds at the age
of 15. From the moment I took my first lesson teaching the
names of the four strings on the fiddle I knew that teaching
was my calling and that Music could give even the shyest of
people a voice.
Family/status: Engaged
Best advice anyone ever gave you: Take each day as it's given
to you and make it your own.
Best advice you could give someone thinking of a teaching
career: Teaching is not just a job, it becomes a part of your
life. It is important to bring happiness into your classroom
everyday. Happiness breeds happiness and it is important that
children know that you are there for them at each step of their
educational and emotional journey. It is an honor and privilege
to help children work towards achieving their goals. Teaching,
more so than any other job, allows you to help shape the
future. If you think you can, then teach.
t the age of 6 I was chosen to take violin lessons in my
school, Holy Child PS and that was the start of the
journey that has brought me to where I am today. I have
been fortunate in my musical training to have been taught by
some of the finest exponents of classical, jazz and Irish
traditional violin including the world renowned Sean Maguire.
These wonderful teachers created a desire in me to pass on
my love of music to future generations. I continued my
development at St Dominic's Grammar School, Queen's
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University and eventually completing my PGCE with Music at
the Ulster University.
I secured a permanent post at the age of 22 at Holy
Family Primary School where I have been a KS2 teacher
and Music Coordinator for 9 years. During this time I have
established and developed an award winning School choir
who have performed with the Irish Tenors, an All-Ireland
Centenary concert held in Dublin, recorded a charity CD
and performed extensively across Belfast and at
competitions such as the Belfast Festival and the BBC
Choir of the Year. Having forged a Cross-community link
with Currie PS we were successful in winning twice the
FLAX Trust Cross-Community Choir competition. This link
has created a strong bond between the children from both
schools and is now a permanent and positive feature of our
school life.
Another positive feature of our school's musical life has been
the international link with St Paul's PS, Kitovu in Uganda which
i visited in 2014. I was able to share the music from my culture
with the children of St Paul's who in turn taught me traditional
Ugandan melodies and rhythms. These songs are now
embedded into the musical life of Holy Family Primary School.
I have enjoyed great support from our school Principals and
fellow teachers throughout my teaching career. Music is now
an integral part of everyday school life with at least 60% of
school pupils now involved in music activities and lessons.
Many former pupils have continued their musical journey long
after they have left Holy Family. Our school is now a Centre for
LCM Irish Traditional Music and children enjoy taking part in a
wide range of musical groups and activities that are provided
on a daily basis.
I feel privileged to have the opportunity to help young people
on their musical and educational journey, wherever that may
take them, and it is my hope that they look back with fond
memories and a sense of achievement.
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