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Our annual trip to the New York 
New Belfast conference is one 
of the highlights of our year.  

It serves to strengthen the deep ties 
which run between our two great cities 
and allows us to explore how we can 
collaborate to ensure a successful 
future for all. 

We arrive in New York this year at a 
time when trading relations across the 
globe are being reset – including 
between the UK/US and UK/EU - so 
the importance of this year’s New 
York-New Belfast event can’t be 
underestimated. 

Certainly, the Belfast and wider 
Northern Ireland region’s proposition 
has been bolstered further since last 
year. 

One of the most pertinent unique 
selling points we bring to the table is 
our unfettered access to both the UK 
and European Union markets under 

the Windsor Framework. In a post 
Brexit world, that ability to trade freely 
in two of the world’s biggest 
economies is hugely valuable and one 
which no other region can lay claim to.  

For a US company in search of a UK 
or European base, there is simply no 
better location, particularly given the 
array of other attributes we offer: a 
highly skilled talent, a competitive 
cost base, a business-friendly 
environment and high quality of living, 
all of which we hold dear. 

Emboldening that offer further is the 
fact we also have the potential to cut 
corporation tax. The UK government 
has already sanctioned the devolution 
of corporation tax setting powers to 
Stormont, powers which if 
implemented would allow us to reduce 
the rate to 12.5%, on a par with the 
Republic of Ireland and well below the 
UK rate of 25%. 

These are just some of the reasons 

why countless US and other global 
blue-chip names have chosen to invest 
and, crucially, to reinvest in Belfast 
and Northern Ireland. 

As a firm which has been in 
Northern Ireland for more than 50 
years, you can take if from us: there 
has never been a better time to invest. 
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We are football people, part of a global football family, dedicated to supporting 
the volunteers at the heart of the grassroots foundations of our game.

As the UK & Ireland’s 昀rst and only football-exclusive Club Management Platform, 
our industry-leading experts and simple, joined-up online tool, gives your volunteers their 

time back to focus on what matters most - The life changing power of coaching our game.

• Club development
• Income generation plans

• Fee collection

• Player registration
• Detailed reporting

• Fundraising

• Grant funding expertise
• Advanced chat functions

• Scheduling

• Webinar Exclusives
• Team tours

• Camp booker

LET’S GET STARTED VISIT TEAMFEEPAY.COM

TeamFeePay - NYNB 2025 Halfpage - 200x130 AW.indd   1 02/06/2025   15:36

Johnny Hanna

“There is simply no better 
location, particularly given 
the array of other attributes 
we offer: a highly skilled 
talent, a competitive cost 
base, a business-friendly 
environment and high 
quality of living, all of  
which we hold dear.” 

Stability in a Time of Change
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SPLIT THE G
AND DRINK FOR FREE

MONDAY – FRIDAY  
3PM – 6PM

PERFECTLY SPLIT THE G, AND YOUR
GUINNESS IS ON US. ONLY AT

30 WATER STREET, NEW YORK, NY, 10004
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By Ray O'Hanlon 
 

We live in a world of connection and 
connectivity. Connections between people 
around the globe amount to countless 
billions of interactions with each passing 
moment. 

These times, the bulk of connections are 
along the varied technical lines of the 
World Wide Web. Much is 
accomplished. No, an astounding 
amount is accomplished. Best not 
think about it too much. So, slow 
down a bit; step back into the 
world of connection that has been 
around as long as, well, the world. 

We're talking here about face-to-
face connection, meeting people 
and spending a little time with 
them to discuss this or that. 

The New York/New Belfast 
conference, now in its sixteenth 
year, is such a gathering. 

And given that there have been 
fifteen such gatherings, with this 
week indeed witnessing number 
sixteen, this is confirmation that 
NY/NB is a valued opportunity for 
getting good stuff done and at a 
pace that has nothing to do with 
instant connectivity. 

It is a more leisurely version, personal 
and personable exchanges, even if the 
subject matter for discussion is of 
considerable importance to the conference 
participants. 

Since 2010 the New York-New Belfast 
conference has been bringing together the 
leaders of Béal Feirste and the Big Apple, 
all with the shared goal of building bridges 

of community, culture and commerce. 
Firmly established as the premier event 

for the Northern Irish diaspora in New 
York, the conference luncheon - being held 
again this year in the prestigious New York 
Athletic Club - provides time in a splendid 
space for the visiting Belfast delegation to 
showcase the groundbreaking changes 
born out of 27 years of peace and 

progress, both political and economic, in 
the city by the River Lagan. 

A full program is promised for the 2025 
conference, set for Thursday, June 12. 

The conference format features a series 
of panel discussions. 

First up will be "Fostering Sustainable 
Transatlantic Partnerships" with Chair 
Suzanne Aquino, Global Category Head – 
Professional Services, Chain IQ, New York. 

The panel will be comprised of Clare 
Guinness, CEO Belfast Chamber of 
Commerce; Mike Stamatis, CEO Red Hook 
Terminals, New York; Bernard McGuire, Jr. 
Managing Director, 57 Stars, Washington, 
D.C., and Damien Martin, Strategic 
Director of Place and Economy, Belfast City 
Council. 

The next component will be entitled 

"Belfast and New York: An Anchor 
Relationship in Changing Times" and will 
feature the newly elected Lord Mayor of 
Belfast. 

Next up, the conference will be 
addressed by New York State Comptroller 
Thomas P. DiNapoli, who will speak to 
"Marking A Standout Year of New York 
State Investment in Peace and Progress." 

Introduced by John Walsh, CEO of 

Belfast City Council, conference attendees 
will be invited to meet "the Belfast 
Makers." The moderator for this segment 
will be  Ashleen Feeney, Partner, KPMG 
Ireland. 

And those "Makers" will be Hugh 
Cormican, CEO and Founder Cirdan; Liam 
McStravick, CEO and Founder 
TeamFeePay; Matthew Nesbitt, Founder, 

HALOS, Belfast, and Harley 
Semple, Director Data Solutions, 
Options Technology, New York. 

There will follow a "Tourism 
Fireside Chat: The Experience 
Makers: Fueling Food Tourism in 
Belfast." 

The moderator will be Maura 
Kelly, Principal, Purple Mountain 
Media and the speakers will be 
Alison Metcalfe, Head of North 
America, Tourism Ireland, and Phil 
Ervine, Founding Director, Taste & 
Tour Belfast. 

The conference proper will be 
followed by a walking tour with the 
theme "An Artist’s Eyrie." 

This will entail a visit to the 
30,000 square foot Studio of 
Belfast Painter, Film-Maker and 
Jazz Pianist Marcus Robinson on a 

top floor of Tower Four of the World Trade 
Center. 

A "Farewell Finale" will follow at The 
Dead Rabbit, rather lower down on the 
third floor, 30 Water Street, in Lower 
Manhattan. 

It promises to be a full and rewarding 
day, a tribute to two great cities, New York 
and Belfast, and their enduring and ever 
evolving relationship. 

NYNB Marks Sixteen Sweet Years 
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www.investinbelfast.com

Gateway to trade in both the 
UK and the European Union 

PERFECTLY 
POSITIONED

Belfast is the #1 UK city 
for US R&D investments
Source: fDi Intelligence 2025

Belfast is a top Western 
European location for 
global FinTech and 
InsurTech investment
Source fDi Markets FT 2025

A unique 
investment 
opportunity
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HALOS is redefining safety and 
accountability through cutting-edge 
body camera technology and intelligent 
cloud-based evidence management. 
Designed for frontline teams across 
sectors such as private security, retail, 
transportation, healthcare, and law 
enforcement, HALOS provides a 
seamless, scalable solution that 
enhances protection, transparency, and 
operational efficiency. 

At the core of HALOS' offering is a 
unique, all-inclusive subscription model 
that eliminates upfront hardware costs. 
This approach enables organizations to 
deploy the optimal number of devices 
without straining their budgets, ensuring 
comprehensive coverage without blind 
spots or weak points. The subscription 
encompasses body 
cameras, the HALOS 
Vault evidence 
management platform, 
unlimited cloud 
storage, and full warranty coverage, 
simplifying budgeting and scaling as 
needed. 

HALOS body cameras are engineered 
for ease of use and reliability. Features 
include one-touch operation, automatic 
footage upload via 4G or Wi-Fi, 16-hour 
continuous recording, GPS tracking, and 
live streaming capabilities. The HALOS 
Vault provides a secure, cloud-based 
platform for managing digital evidence, 
allowing users to review, redact, share, 
and organize recordings alongside 
related case files with unlimited storage. 

Founded in Belfast, Northern Ireland, 
HALOS has expanded its global footprint, 
now operating in 31 countries across five 

continents. The 
company maintains 
offices in Belfast, 
Dallas, Dublin, and 
Dubai, supporting a 

diverse clientele and addressing real-
world challenges with innovative, 
scalable solutions. 

HALOS' commitment to innovation and 
customer-centric design has earned it 
recognition among the top 20 tech 
companies in Ireland, as featured in the 
Deloitte EMEA Technology Fast 500 list. 
By combining advanced camera 
technology with intelligent asset 
management, HALOS empowers 
organizations to enhance safety, 
accountability, and efficiency in today's 
dynamic environments. 

Matthew Nesbitt 

Founded in 2010 in Lisburn, N. Ireland, 
CIRDAN is a global digital health company 
specialising in the transformation of 
diagnostic clinical pathways, with a 
primary focus on pathology. Driven by the 
vision to "improve wellbeing through 
innovation," Cirdan is committed to 
accelerating diagnosis and treatment, 
helping clinicians deliver faster and more 
accurate results that ultimately save lives. 

Cirdan provides tailored, end-to-end 
solutions through an advanced 
pathology platform that supports the 
entire clinical workflow. At the heart of 
this platform is a Next-Generation 
Laboratory Information System (LIS), 
designed to scale and adapt to 
laboratories of all sizes—from small, 
single-site operations to large, multi-site 
networks. The platform incorporates 
artificial intelligence, machine learning, 
and data analytics, 
equipping healthcare 
professionals with 
powerful tools for rapid, 
precise diagnostics and 
improved clinical efficiency. 

In addition to the LIS, Cirdan offers 

mobile solutions that enhance specimen 
collection, improve clinician access, and 
enable patients to take a more active role 
in managing their healthcare. The 

company also supplies 
imaging tools used in 
treatment rooms and 
surgical theatres to 
verify malignancy 

indicators in breast biopsy cores and 
excisions, supporting accurate, real-time 

At OPTIONS, we are the leading provider 
of IT infrastructure to the global capital 
markets. Our clients include top 
investment banks, hedge funds, brokers, 
and private equity firms. With 13 offices 
worldwide—including New York, Hong 
Kong, Paris, Auckland, and our 
headquarters in Belfast—we are truly a 
global company. 

We’re proud to provide high-
performance managed trading 
infrastructure and cloud-enabled 
managed services to over 550 firms 
globally, providing an agile, scalable 

platform in an Investment Bank grade 
Cybersecurity wrapper.

Harley Semple 

Who doesnt love the sport of football?  
It is the largest grassroots participation 
sport worldwide for children aged 5–18 
and its mobilised by a body of generous 
volunteers that give their life to the 
game.   Running a grassroots football 
club is about passion, belonging, and 
building community — not paperwork. 
These volunteer-led clubs are face 
mounting challenges with rising costs, 
increasing regulation, and time-
consuming tasks like collecting fees, 
onboarding volunteers, safeguarding, 
fundraising, securing sponsorship, and 
ensuring compliance." 

This is where TEAMFEEPAY steps in. 
We are the only football-specific 
platform provider in the world, built by 
footballers and coaches who 
understand the 
unique needs of 
the game. 
T e a m F e e P a y 
removes these 
burdens with a complete club 
development solution that delivers real 
impact. At the club level, there’s more 
money in the bank, a clear vision for 
growth, and less time spent on admin. 
Coaches and volunteers can focus on 
the pitch, developing this beautiful 
game, while parents enjoy simple, clear 
communication about where to be, what 
to pay, and how their child is 
progressing. 

TeamFeePay isn’t just a tool to 
manage volunteer-run clubs — it’s the 
engine room that powers the growth, 

governance and sustainability of the 
game. 

TeamFeePay was launched in August 
of 2021 and the 
company is now the 
fastest growing in the 
world and the largest 
in Europe.  The 

company will process approx £100mil 
through its platform this year and it has 
purposely chosen Belfast as its world 
headquarters.  50 of the companies 
employees are based at its office in 
Titanic Quarter with the other 20 staff 
spread across Europe.   

Over the next 5 years the company 
has targeted annual revenues in 
excess of £125mil and its staff team 
will exceed 400 people (300 based in 
Belfast).  The company is raising its 
Series B round of investment in Q4 of 
2025.   

Liam McStravick 

NYNB's Outstanding Foursome

clinical decisions. 
Cirdan’s technologies are deployed 

across a wide range of sectors, including 
clinical, preclinical, veterinary, 
environmental, and drug discovery 
laboratories, as well as educational 
institutions. The company’s products are 
built to meet today’s healthcare needs 
while being flexible enough to evolve with 

future demands. 
Headquartered in N. Ireland, with 

additional offices in Canada and 
Australia, Cirdan operates a strong global 
support network, offering 24/7/365 
service to clients worldwide. Currently, its 
solutions are improving diagnostic 
efficiency in over 78 clinical laboratories 
across six continents. 

Dr. Hugh Cormican 
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By Peter McDermott 
pmcdermott@irishecho.com 

 
“I’m never the smartest person in the room, 
but I’ll always be one of the hardest working 
and that will take you far in any life.” 
     So said Philip F. Anderson, a consultant 
in financial services with KPMG in 
Manhattan. 
     When, as sometimes happens, he’s 
asked to give more specific advice about 
how to navigate the business world in New 
York, two things top his list. First, he tells 
people, never underestimate the 
importance of networking. 
     Anderson, who grew up on a farm near 
Newtownards, Co. Down, said, 
“Relationships are incredibly important. 
They could be your first job, your next 
opportunity, a new client, or just a friendly 
face in a crowded room.  
     “In my experience people are always 
willing to give you their time and advice, 
particularly when you are young and 
starting out,” said the University of Ulster 
graduate, “I had the pleasure of meeting 
with the CEO of a couple of companies, 
[due to] being young, enthusiastic and 
leveraging the Irish connection.” 
     The second piece of advice he 
summarized this way:  “Do something you 
enjoy, or at least like, and everything else will 
come more naturally. Too often people chase 
money or status, doing something they don’t 
enjoy and end up being miserable.  
     “For me, I found that digital 
transformation work is something I enjoy 
and it had good opportunities for growth 
and I stuck with that,” he said.  
     For a time, Anderson’s plan was to take 
over the family business in Bangor, Co. 
Down. “My dad ran a local gas station and 
fuel-delivery business,” he said. 

     First, though, he would get an 
education. As part of his business studies 
degree at UU, he spent a year-long 
internship with Citibank in Dublin. 
     “I enjoyed the change of pace, living in 
a city and working with other talented 
people,” he recalled.  
     “After that, I wasn’t ready to settle down 
into the family business just yet. I applied to 
the inaugural year of the USNI mentorship 
program and was one of 20 people offered 
a position to come to the U.S. and work with 
AXA Equitable.  
     “It was a one-year program, so I had 
always planned to go home. But then life in 

New York sort of took over. I moved to 
KPMG to stay another year, and then it was 
a snowball effect.” 
     Anderson believes that New Yorkers 
admire people who’ve been willing to move 
from another continent. “They see an 
openness to other cultures, to what’s 
happening in the world, willing to be 
independent, to put yourself out there, push 
yourself,” he said. “People value that, they 
respect that.” 
     He views his own immigration to the 
U.S. as a career highlight.  
     “It was a pretty significant move to 
somewhere I had never been as an adult 
and knew nobody,” Anderson said. “I sort of 
sofa-hopped for the first few weeks, staying 
with a relative of someone my sister knew, 
then on the sofa of a barman that person 
knew, and then finally into an apartment 
with some other people from Northern 
Ireland who were out on their first year in 
New York. 
     “I’ve had a great career with KPMG, 
almost 13 years so far,” said Anderson, who 
is soon to be married. “I’m very proud of 
everything that I’ve accomplished and 
incredibly grateful for all the people that 
have helped me get to where I am today.” 
     Anderson lives in Hoboken with his 
fiancée, Sarah, a New Jersey native. 
     He has a 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. workday, and 
30-minute, door-to-door commute — by 
ferry in the mornings and PATH train in the 
evenings. He added, “Some days you’re 
meeting people, you’re having 
conversations. It’s not head down in a 
spreadsheet all the time.”  
     And, of course, it’s New York with all of 
its excitement. “It’s extremely fast paced 
and full of incredibly talented and smart 
people,” he said, “which is something I 
underestimated when I first moved here. 
     “Things move fast in New York – the 
entire city moves fast – the people, 
business, life, it can be a blur but you’ve got 

to move with it or you’ll get left behind.” 
     As for relaxation, Anderson is a long-
time enthusiast of motor sports. But he’s 
acquired other passions in this country. 
“Traveling and food are two things that 
keep us occupied in our spare time,” he 
said. “New York provides endless 
possibilities to eat and drink and they’re 
great ways to experience different cultures 
from your own backyard – or to kick up 
inspiration for our next trip.  
     “We love trying out new bars and 
restaurants, the city has an incredible 
atmosphere and a clashing of cultures that 
provide an incredible food scene with 
endless options.” 
     He added, “I get back home at least 
once a year to see my family [his two sisters 
and a brother all live within 15 minutes of 
his parents] and then try to squeeze in a 
couple of other trips either in the U.S. or 
further afield. We managed to get over to 
southeast Asia  — Singapore, Bali, Thailand 
— last year and it was an incredible 
experience. 
     “One thing I love seeing when I’m back 
home is how much the food scene has 
evolved. Belfast has progressed a lot over 
the past 10-15 years,” Anderson said. 
     Belfast has long been a focus for him, as 
someone who grew up 30 minutes outside 
of it. He hung out there as a teenager and 
went drinking there as a young adult. “Now, 
it’s usually a meeting point to have dinner 
with friends when I’m home,” he said, “or 
where you’ll find me a few days before 
Christmas doing all of my last-minute 
shopping.” 
     Anderson’s father sold the business and 
his son is pleased that he’s enjoying his 
retirement after a career that involved a 
seven-day work week. 
     “There wasn’t pressure to take over the 
family business,” he said, “but there was 
inherent pressure from Mum, you know, an 
Irish family, to come back and be with them. 
But they’re always happy to see me pursue 
my career and be successful.” 
     Now, the family is readying to gather for 
a special event later this month — his and 
Sarah’s wedding. 
     Anderson said, “The ceremony and 
reception itself is just outside Belfast, but 
we chose Belfast as our central point for 
everyone to stay and will host a couple of 
events the day before and after the 
wedding in the city. I’m really looking 
forward to getting back and showing 
everyone what Belfast has to offer. Now I 
just need the weather to come through for 
me on the day and we’ll be set!” 
     Before all that, though, Anderson will be 
an honored guest at this year’s New York 
New Belfast Conference. 
     He first attended an NYNB event around 
2011 and for several years after that was a 
guest of either Invest NI or Tourism Ireland; 
he dropped away for a while because of 
other commitments and the pandemic. 
     “But I couldn’t be more happy to be 
involved again to share our culture and 
support connectivity and commercial 
opportunities between the U.S. and 
Northern Ireland,” Anderson said. 

Hear the leaders, innovators, entrepreneurs, and artists of  
New Belfast tell their tales on the award­winning Irish Stew podcast 

in the 11­episode “Lost in Belfast” series, available on all major 
podcast players and with the QR code. 

Recorded over five days in Belfast by cohosts John Lee and  
Martin Nutty with the support of Tourism Ireland. 
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The city that 
never slows  

KPMG’s Philip F. Anderson. PHOTO BY PETER MCDERMOTT 
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Join over 1,500 international 
companies who have located  
in Northern Ireland.

Northern Ireland is a magnet for  

international companies.

They benefit from a talented workforce,  

free company-specific training, competitive 

operating costs and an advanced telecoms 

infrastructure.

It’s also the only place in the world that offers 

seamless tariff-free access to both GB and EU 

markets – a huge advantage for businesses  

based here.

Plus we have a high standard of living and a 

supportive business environment.

Could your business be next to benefit?

Find out more at investni.com/invest

Why locate your business in
Northern Ireland?

Belfast

Baker McKenzie
Caterpillar
Microsoft 
A&O Shearman 
Collins Aerospace

Caterpillar
Microsoft 
A&O Shearman 
Collins Aerospace

A36601 - INI L2 - FDI PRESS AMEND S2.indd   1 16/05/2025   09:51
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Belfast Chamber is leading a 
high-level, 20-strong business 
delegation to New York for a 

trade mission aimed at forging new 
commercial connections and 
unlocking fresh opportunities for 
trade and investment between 
Northern Ireland and the United 
States. 

The three-day visit, beginning on 
10th June, will see the group, led by 
Belfast Chamber CEO Clare Guinness, 
attend a series of meetings, 
conferences and networking events 
with significant New York business 
leaders. 

A highlight of the trip will be on 
Thursday, 12th June, when delegates 
will attend the ‘New York New Belfast’ 
conference, an annual event held at 
the prestigious New York Athletic Club 
which brings together leaders from 
the two cities with the shared goal of 
building bridges of community, 
culture and commerce. 

Included in the cross-sectoral 
delegation are representatives from 
Belfast Exposed, Catagen, Datactics, 
Davidson & McDonnell, Halo Body 
Cameras, Hire IQ, Kindred, Lagan 
Specialist Contracting Group, MKB 
Law, Nemstar, Rockport School, 
Tughans, Vanrath, Version One and 
Wibble.  

Clare Guinness, Belfast Chamber 

CEO, said: “Belfast – and Northern 
Ireland – has a compelling story to 
tell, one of transformation, creativity 
and global competitiveness with a 
number of our companies leading the 
way in sectors in which the US market 
is seeking trusted partners. 

“This trip reflects not only the 
growing confidence and international 
outlook of our local business 

community, but also the value we 
place on our relationship with the US 
market. We want to demonstrate that 
Northern Ireland is open for business 
- ambitious, outward-looking and 
continuing to make an impact on the 
global stage. 

“Our New York trade mission will 
provide delegates with a fantastic 
opportunity to establish strategic 
networks, showcase Northern 
Ireland’s strengths as a dynamic and 
innovative business hub, and 
strengthen transatlantic partnerships 
that support growth across key 
sectors.  

“Belfast Chamber is renowned for 
the depth of businesses and sectors 
within our membership, with our 
delegation to New York including 
representatives from professional 
services, software development and 
recruitment to photography, 
technology and office design. 

“At Belfast Chamber, we are always 
seeking innovative ways to open 
doors for our members to help elevate 
their business and enhance the 
fantastic work they do. This trip is a 
high-profile example of the platform 
we provide, and I am hugely excited 
about the connections we will make in 
New York.” 

The trade mission will commence 
with a welcome reception hosted by 
Belfast City Council and NI Bureau on 
the evening of Tuesday 10th June at 
the Fitzpatrick Grand Central Hotel, 

followed by a business and 
networking breakfast event at Serra 
Rooftop Garden Eataly New York 
Flatiron on Fifth Avenue in 
partnership with Invest NI. 

The Chamber has also collaborated 
with partner organisations in New 
York to arrange tailored business 
meetings with New York-based 
companies on Wednesday afternoon, 
while Thursday morning will see 
delegates attend the New York New 
Belfast conference before the trip 
officially closes with a networking 
event at The Dead Rabbit.     

The delegation of Belfast Chamber members attending the annual New York–New Belfast luncheon was hosted at a  
pre-event reception by US Consul General James Applegate at his residence in Belfast.

Belfast Chamber Leads 20-strong 
Business Delegation to New York

“Our New York trade 
mission will provide 
delegates with a fantastic 
opportunity to establish 
strategic networks, 
showcase Northern 
Ireland’s strengths as a 
dynamic and innovative 
business hub, and 
strengthen transatlantic 
partnerships that  
support growth across 
key sectors.”  
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GO FOR
THE WIN.

|@ THEOCE ANAC

Must be 21 or older. Party Responsibly. 
Gambling Problem? Call 1-800-GAMBLER.

THEOCEANAC . COM
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BELFAST CITY COUNCIL 
Belfast City Council is NI’s largest local 
authority, made up of 60 Elected 
Members, representing nine political 
parties.  
     As civic leader for the capital city 
we work to ensure a 
better quality of life for 
our citizens by providing 
services and facilities 
including planning, 
parks, and leisure, 
refuse and recycling and community 
centres and support.  
     We also work to attract inward 
investment, build international 
relations, deliver city centre 
regeneration, promote culture and the 
arts, tourism, community and 
enterprise and business growth.  
     We are represented on a variety of 
bodies and boards, including education 
and health; and have a consultative 
role in relation to other government 
bodies and agencies’ functions on 
issues such as planning, water, roads, 
and housing. 
     We’ve developed the city’s first 
Local Development Plan (LDP), setting 
out a 15 year framework to address 
Belfast’s future economic and social 
needs. It’s complemented by The 
Belfast Agenda 2035, the city’s first 
Community Plan, establishing an 
agreed set of ambitious economic, 
social, and environmental outcomes 
between public agencies, businesses 
and communities.  Our goal is to 
deliver significant housing and 
economic growth, alongside measures 
to address climate change and 
biodiversity. 
     We are also leading on the delivery 
of the $1.25 billion Belfast Region City 
Deal programme of investment; 
transforming the region’s business 
offer in life and health sciences, the 
digital and creative industries, and 
advanced manufacturing. It is also 
supporting next generation digital 
capabilities, boosting tourism, and 
supporting our region’s regeneration, 
underpinned by infrastructure 
developments and investment in skills 
to connect people to jobs and services. 
     We are also working to deliver 
more than 20 strategic programmes to 
reduce emissions and protect the city 
from the effects of climate change 
through Belfast’s first Resilience 
Strategy. 

www.belfastcity.gov.uk 
www.investinbelfast.com  

 
 
INVEST NORTHERN IRELAND 
Invest Northern Ireland is 
the region’s economic 
development agency. We 
help companies from the 
US, Canada & Latin America 
scale internationally into 
Northern Ireland, providing 
tailored overseas expansion 
guidance and soft landing 
support. We also introduce companies 
from the US, Canada & Latin America 

to world-class products and services 
from Northern Ireland exporters. 
     Northern Ireland has the right blend 
of talent, innovation, expertise, and 
resources to help your business 
succeed. With world-class products 

and services and a 
proven track record, we 
are an ideal trading 
partner and a top choice 
for companies looking 
to expand their 

operations. 
     We have six offices dotted around 
this diverse region in Boston, New 
York, Chicago, San Francisco, Toronto 
and Mexico City. The offices are ably 
supported by experienced in-market 
staff and advisors in key markets with 
relevant market and sector expertise. 

InvestNI.com/InternationalBusiness 
 
IRISH AMERICAN PARTNERSHIP 
Dedicated to connecting Irish America 
and friends of Ireland to their heritage 
through targeted giving – the 
Partnership invests 
in education, 
community 
development, and 
peace initiatives 
across the island of 
Ireland. Since their 
inception in 1986, 
supporters have raised over $57 million 
for young people and communities, 
North and South, empowering and 
educating the next generation of global 
leaders. The Partnership provides 
targeted grants to schools, provides 
university access scholarships, funds 
education centers for homeless youth, 
supports peace and reconciliation 
initiatives in Northern Ireland, and 
champions Gaelic games, Irish arts, 
culture, and more.  

 www.irishap.org 
#InvestinginIrelandsFuture 

 
KPMG  
At KPMG we help companies from the 
US and worldwide get the best out of 
doing business in Northern Ireland and 
we’ve been doing so since 1974. These 
businesses vary in sector and scale, 
but they all have one thing in common 
- a desire to take advantage of the very 
best that Northern Ireland has to offer. 
From unique access to both the UK and 
EU markets to our dynamic and highly 
skilled workforce – Northern Ireland 
delivers benefits to inward investors 
and entrepreneurs. And at KPMG we 
can help you make the most of doing 
business here.  
     Our audit, tax, deal advisory and 

consulting teams have 
unrivalled experience 
helping businesses achieve 
their ambitions. 
We know how important it is 
for your project or 
investment to start 
delivering without delay. Our 
pragmatic and commercially 

focussed approach means that if you’re 
thinking about choosing Northern 

Ireland, we can help you 
hit the ground running. 
And if you’re already here, 
our teams are ideally 
placed to help you take 
your business to the next level. 
     We’re based in the heart of Belfast 
and we’d be delighted to tell you more 
about the services, support and advice 
we provide to businesses in every 
sector and at every stage of their 
growth. 
     We look forward to hearing from 
you. 

www.kpmg.ie 
 
LAGAN SPECIALIST  
CONTRACTING GROUP 
Founded in 1962, Lagan has evolved 
from a local quarrying business into a 
leading international specialist 
contractor. We are proud to be a 3rd 
generation family-owned group of 
companies with a reputation for 
delivering complex infrastructure and 
construction projects on time and with 

precision, quality 
and care.  
Headquartered in 
Belfast, Lagan 
designs, builds, 
operates and 
maintains critical 
infrastructure and 

housing throughout Ireland, Great 
Britain, The United States and 
Internationally 
     Lagan US, based in Sterling, 
Virginia was established in 2009 and 
specialises in building airport 
infrastructure.  Lagan US is a licensed 
contractor in Virginia, West Virginia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia, Arkansas and Florida and has 
also completed projects 
in Massachusetts, 
North Dakota and 
Texas. 
     Under the ‘Lagan’ 
brand we specialise in 
Airports, Highways, 
Water, Waste-water & Renewable 
Energy projects. 
In addition, Lagan has completed a 
number of strategic acquisitions over 
the years of companies who specialise 
in different sectors. 
     H&J Martin was founded in 1839 
and acquired by Lagan in 2015. H&J 
Martin is responsible for the 
construction and refurbishment of 
some of Ireland’s finest buildings, 
including Belfast City Hall. H&J Martin 
today specialises in Facilities 
Management, Fit-out and building 
private & social housing.  
     Charles Brand was founded in 1829 
in Montrose, Scotland. Charles Brand is 
responsible for building a significant 
portion of the Scottish railway network, 
including the Glasgow underground, 
before relocating to London in 1920 to 
build the London Underground. Post 
World War 2, Charles Brand diversified 
into the Marine sector, relocated its 
Headquarters to Belfast in the 1980’s 
and was acquired by ‘Lagan’ in 1994. 

Charles Brand today 
continues to specialise in 
building Rail Infrastructure, 
Marine Infrastructure and 
Utilities networks 

throughout Ireland and Great Britain. 
www.laganscg.com 

 

THE DEAD RABBIT 
The Dead Rabbit, located in the 
Financial District of Lower Manhattan, 
was co-founded in 2013 by Managing 
Partner, Jack McGarry, a Belfast-native. 
Firmly rooted in the philosophy of 
tradition meets tomorrow, the pub 
reflects a modern Irish “third place,” 
that celebrates Irish makers, artisans, 
and collaborators–even adding to its 
team a Director of Irish Whiskey and 
Music Director, both based in Ireland. 
In recognition of this unending 
commitment, The Dead Rabbit has 
received extensive accolades as the 
world’s most-awarded pub, including 
Tales of The Cocktail Spirited Awards, 
top honors from World’s 50 Best Bars, 
inclusion on the 2024 North America’s 
50 Best Bars list, and Excellent status 
from the Pinnacle Guide in 2024. 
Guests can enjoy varied experiences 
embedded into each floor of the five-
story, 19th-century townhouse, with The 
Taproom, The Parlor, The Occasional 
Room, and The Green Room. In fall 
2023, the opening of a second concept, 
The Irish Exit, furthered The Dead 
Rabbit’s continued expansion with their 

10th year behind them, 
and centuries ahead. In 
summer 2024, the team 
opened The Dead Rabbit 
in Austin, TX on the iconic 
Sixth Street in the 
Downtown Historic 

District. The bar was quickly named 
“Best Pub” in Austin Monthly’s 2024 
Best of ATX issue. 

www.thedeadrabbit.com 
 
TOURISM IRELAND 
Tourism Ireland is the organization 
responsible for marketing the island of 
Ireland overseas as a premier holiday 
destination. Established under the Good 
Friday Agreement of 1998 as one of the 
six areas of co-operation on the island, 
Tourism Ireland’s remit is to grow 
overseas tourism to the entire island 
and to support Northern Ireland in 
realizing its full tourism potential. 
The organization delivers high-impact 
marketing programmes in over 20 key 
markets worldwide. Its activity spans 
TV, digital, social media, print, and 
outdoor advertising, as well as global 
PR, influencer collaborations, content 
creation, and co-operative campaigns 
with airlines, ferry companies, tour 
operators, and online travel platforms. 
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      It also engages directly with the 
travel trade and consumers through 
events, promotions, and partnerships. 
Tourism Ireland plays a critical role in 
driving economic growth and 
supporting local communities. In 2023, 
overseas tourism generated 
approximately €5.2 billion in revenue for 

the island of Ireland and supported 
hundreds of thousands of jobs across 
both jurisdictions. While the industry 
continues to recover following the 
global pandemic, Tourism Ireland 
remains focused 
on restoring and 
sustainably 

growing visitor numbers. 
The organization's strategy is guided by 
key priorities including increasing 
regional and seasonal spread, 
promoting sustainable tourism 

practices, and 
delivering 
compelling 

content that highlights Ireland’s unique 
culture, heritage, scenery, and warm 
welcome. Through innovation and 
strong partnerships, Tourism Ireland 
continues to position the island as a 
must-visit destination on the global 
stage." 

 www.tourismireland.com 
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A huge Go Raibh Maith Agaibh  
to our friends who contributed vouchers for today’s raffle  

in aid of the Irish American Partnership
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Alison Metcalfe 
Exec. Vice President, 

USA & Canada at 
Tourism Ireland

Anna Horner 
Options Technology 

New York

Det. (Rtd).  
Brian McCabe 

System Director of 
Security, Bon Secours 
Charit Health System

Brian Sharkey 
Grand Council of 
United Emerald 
Societies, NY

Conor McCoy 
VP, Investments & 

Financial Advisor, Wells 
Fargo Advisors, LLC

Francis Schott 
Restaurateur, Stage 

Left Restaurant,  
New Brunswick, NJ

Harley Semple 
Director, Data Solutions 
at Options Technology, 

New York

Helena Nolan 
Consul General of 
Ireland, New York 

Jack McGarry 
Managing Director, 

The Dead Rabbit

Jennifer Frankola 
Crawford Esq. 

American Arbitration 
Association 

Philip Anderson 
Managing Director 

Consulting Financial 
Services KPMG

Jim Clerkin 
Board Member  

at C&C, NY

John Lee  
Executive Director 
Goodman Media 
International, NY

John Ore 
Fractional Strategy 

Executive, Product and 
Technology Leader

 Joseph Aquino 
President 

JAACRES Commercial 
Real Estate Brokers, NY 

 Dr. Geraldine Hughes 
Actor/Writer/ 
Producer, NY

Leo P. McGuire 
Principal LPM 
Strategies LLC 

Maura Kelly 
Founder Purple 
Mountain Media

Michael K. Breen 
Partner, Price, Meese, 
Shulman & D’Arminio, 

P.C

Mike Brewster 
Managing Director, 

Stifel Financial Corp, 
Palm Springs FL

Mike Cusick 
President and CEO 

Staten Island Economic 
Development Corp.

Assemblyman  
Mike Fitzpatrick  

Long Island New York 

Nicolas Malito Partner 
Fox Rothschild LLP  

New York

Oksana Golovina 
Associate Legislative 
Counsel, The Medical 

Society of NY

Andrea Haughian  
Head of Americas 

Invest Northern Ireland

Rory Herron 
Business Development 
Director for Invest NI in 

New York

Rory McCreesh 
President Duce 

Construction Corp 

Sean O’Dowd 
Managing Director at 

Silvercrest Asset 
Management, NY 

Sophie Colgan  
Events and Marketing 

Specialist 

Suzanne Aquino, 
Global Category Head 

- Professional Services, 
Chain IQ, NY

Terence Cullen 
Senior VP 

Actum

Congressman 
 Tim Kennedy 
Buffalo, NY 

Tom Griffith 
EVP Red Hook 

Terminals

Tommy Costello 
Retired Union 

Organizer

William Cox 
Principal Cox  
Law Firm LLC 
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You can 
transform 

your business
with AI.

You can with KPMG.

KPMG.ie/AI

Discover how KPMG can help 
you drive new opportunities 
for growth in your business.


